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ADONE, Charles: leading designer with Standard Oil of New Jersey, p. 19; 
Triest enlists his aid with plans for BOBCAT project, p. 23; 
p. 36;

AMERICAN RED CROSS: p. 71; in charge of the R and R program in New Zealand, 
p. 119 ff;

ASCENSION ISLAND: building of base - WWII - p. 46; 

BISSETT, Captain Andrew: Commanding Officer, Seabees stationed on Espiritu 
Santo, p. 64-65; p. 84; p. 87; sends Triest up to Tulagi to 
take over 27th Battalion, p. 90; p. 104; regimental Commander 
in Okinawa, p. 186; p. 190; 

SS BRAZIL: two battalions of Seabees depart from San Francisco for Espiritu 
Santo, p. 61; 

BUREAU OF YARDS AND DOCKS - Navy Department: p. 5; p. 18; urgent need for 
advance base on Christmas Island - fueling station enroute to 
Australia, p. 21; p. 37-8; failure to get more than 1-A 
priority, p. 38; 

CABANISS, Lt. Wm. F.E.: Executive Officer, 27th Battalion, Seabees, p. 92; 
goes with Triest to Japan, p. 213; goes with Triest to Korea, 
p. 220-28;

CHAPLAIN: role of the chaplain with the 27th Battalion of Seabees, p. 146-7; 

CONSTRUCTION DETACHMENT: the first one (WWII) (later SEABEES) organized for 
the BOBCAT project, p. 24 ff; p. 39-40; p. 44; see entries: 

57th Construction Battalion 27th Battalion, 
Seabees 

DUDDLESTON, Shorty: recruited from Standard Oil of New Jersey to supervise 
construction job on Christmas Island, p. 27-8; his call on 
Admirals King and Moreell, p. 29-30; put in uniform within 
one day, p, 31 ff; p. 44; 

EMIRAU: p, 127; the 27th Battalion builds an airfield, port, etc. p. 127 ff; 
p. 135; a rifle range to improve marksmanship, p. 144; a
chapel, p. 144;

ESPIRITU SANTO: 57th Battalion arrives in Segund Channel -told of delay in 
unloading, p, 63; recreation, p. 80-2; p. 100; see entries: 
Fifty-seventh Construction Battalion; 

FIFTY-SEVENTH CONSTRUCTION BATTALION: Triest becomes Executive Officer, 
p. 47; training during construction on the Gulfport Base, p.
57; they off-load at Espiritu Santo, p. 64 ff; task they
performed on Espiritu Santo, p. 67-8; building a degaussing
station, p. 74; building a new type bridge, p. 84 ff;

FINNEY, Cap of Standard Oil, New Jersey: in charge of pipelines and tank 
farms, p, 16; p. 19; p. 27; 
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GEORGE A. FULLER CONSTRUCTION CO.: p. 11-12; p. 14-15; p. 16-17; p. 23; 
 
GUADALCANAL: p.73; p. 79; p. 91-2; p. 100; the big storm washes away 

the Nalimbu River Bridge, p. 110; task of building a pontoon 
bridge, p. 110 ff; p. 132; the natives and the giant can 
opener, p. 133-4; 
 

HARDMAN, Lt. Cdr. Dwight P.: Commanding Officer of 57th Construction Battalion, 
p. 63; p. 90; 

 
HAWAII: five day stopover in Hawaii enroute to Okinawa - opportunity for 

acquiring other needed supplies, p. 183-5; 
 
HUNTINGTON, Capt. Everett: Bureau of Yards and Docks, p. 20; p. 29; p. 31; 
 
ICELAND: work on bases there prior to December, 1941, p. 12-13; Triest not 

satisfied with progress under Geo. Fuller Construction Co. and 
Merrit, Chapman and Scott, p. 13 ff; Triest goes to Standard 
Oil of New Jersey for design work, p. 16 ff; 

 
JUNGLE ROT: p. 140; 
 
KAUFFMAN, VADM James Laurence: Commanding Officer, base in Iceland (WWII), p. 

45; 
 
KESSING, RADM Oliver O.(Scrappy): Commanding Officer Naval Base, Tulagi, p. 101; 
 
KING, Fleet Admiral Ernest: his reception of Duddleston for the Christmas Island 

project, p. 30-31; 
 
KOREA: Triest and his executive officer fly to Korea for a visit, p. 220; 
 
MALARIA: the necessity for combatting malaria, p. 139-40; 
 
MEAT ON THE TABLE: title of the history of the 27th Battalion, Seabees, p. 165 

ff; the private publishing effort, p. 168-9; 
 
MERRITT, CHAPMAN AND SCOTT: p. 11-12; p. 14; p. 16; design work contract 

cancelled but construction contract UK and Iceland bases 
continued, p. 17; p. 23; 

 
MILLER, Capt. Raymond V.(CEC-USN(Ret.)): in charge of construction, Quonset Pt., 

RI p. 8; p. 13; p. 17; 
 
MOREELL, Admiral Ben: p. 5; p. 18; p. 25; p. 29-30; he speeds the process to get 

Duddleston in uniform in one day - for Christmas Island job, 
p.31 ff; gets privilege of reassigning men to proper categories 
upon entering the SeaBees, p. 58; p. 169; 

 
NCTC - Davisville, R.I.: construction camp for Seabees on east coast, p. 47; 

Triest assigned as Executive Officer, 57th Construction Bat-
talion, p. 47; the mock enemy attack on the base - arranged by 
Triest, p. 49-57; p. 67; p. 70; 
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NEW ZEALAND: the 27th Battalion goes to New Zealand for month of R and R, 

p, 118 ff; p. 126; p. 164; 
 

OKINAWA: destination of the 27th Battalion after stay at Camp Parks, 
p. 181 ff; getting settled, p. 188-9; the 27th Battalion 
constructs Route 1 from Naha to the south, also a supply depot 
- in addition quarters for the natives in the NE sector, p. 
191-2; use of DDT in eliminating flies, p. 195; the effects of 
a big typhoon, p. 216 ff; 
 

OPERATION BOBCAT: fueling base on Christmas Island - story of this urgent 
project, p. 21-44; the first construction detachment in 
uniform, p, 24; old Hollywood movie, TABU viewed for ideas on 
terrain, p. 25; recruitment of necessary officers to build 
base, p. 26 ff; need for a welder, p. 39-40; convoy of 400 
trucks from Quonset Pt. to Charleston in order to catch 
sailing of two merchant ships for Boro-boro, p. 41-2; 

 
PAINTER, Capt. Bill: a civil engineer who made initial surveys of a great 

number of Pacific islands prior to troop landings, p. 127 ff; 
 

PONTOONS: use of pontoons by the SeaBees, p. 138-9; see also entries: 
GUADALCANAL 
TULAGI 

 
POTSDAM AGREEMENT: its unfortunate results as they pertained to Korea, p. 222-

233; 
 
QUONSET POINT, R.I.: first tour of duty, p. 5; p. 7-9; Triest becomes budget 

officer, p. 10-11; see also entries: Operation BOBCAT 
NCTC Davisville 

 
ROOSEVELT, Eleanor (Mrs. Franklin D.): her visit to Espiritu Santo, p. 80; 
 
RYUKYUANS: natives of Okinawa. See entries under OKINAWA; Seabees provide 

facilities for 240,000 people, p. 200-12; customs, sanitation, 
etc. p. 218-9; 

 
SCHEFFLEIN, Jay: Commanding Officer, AVS school at Quonset Point, p. 9-10; 
 
SCUTTLEBUT: a poem - role of scuttlebut in life of the Seabee Camp, p. 152-3; 
 
SEABEES: re-classification of men upon entering the Seabees - an arrangement of 

Admiral Moreell and the BuPers, p. 58-60; 
 
STRAUSS, RADM Lewis: p. 6; 
 
TOKYO: Triest and his executive officer visit Japan on the second day of 

the occupation, p, 213-5; 
 

TRIEST, Captain Willard G., CEC, USNR (Ret.): personal data, p. 1-5; 
 
TRUK: p. 135; 



4 

 

 
TULAGI: p. 73; Triest arrives to take command of the 27th Battalion, p. 92; 

building of the first tank farm, p. 94; account of some 
exploits on Tulagi before Triest came to command, p. 106-8; 
p . 1 3 2 ;  
 

TWENTY-SEVENTH BATTALION - SEABEES: Triest takes over command on Tulagi, 
p. 92 ff; his first meeting with the men, p. 96-8; their 
previous record of repairs on 450 ships in a period of a 
year, p. 100-2; Triest moves Battalion to Guadalcanal and 
construction of a sanitary camp, 103-4; Battalion ordered to 
Auckland, New Zealand for a month of R and R, p. 104 ff; they 
build a pontoon bridge over the Nalimbu River on Guadalcanal, 
p. 111-117; Triest comments on the flow of supplies from the 
States, p. 136-7; Triest on the varied talents of his men - 
their ingenuity, p. 148-9; past-time pursuits, p. 154-5; 
enroute home p. 156 ff; trip back to States affords Triest 
opportunity to compile a history of the Battalion in the 
South Pacific, p. 159 ff; Camp Parks outside of San 
Francisco, p. 164; a freelance writer is engaged to work on 
the history, p. 165 ff; preparation at Camp Parks for duty on 
Okinawa, p. 16980; overhaul and submission of their needed 
complement of equipment, p. 173-4; the new dentist chair, p. 
174 ff; on to Okinawa, p, 181 ff; they take advantage of 
stop-over in Hawaii to gather needed supplies, p. 182-3; 
 

UNITED KINGDOM - bases WWII: p. 12 ff; 
 
USO - provides entertainment for troops in the South Pacific, p. 130; 
 
van LEER, Lt. Comdr. Wayne: p. 17-18; p. 29; 


