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ANDERSON, VADM Walter Stratton: p. 128; p. 132; p. 151; 

ATHLETICS: Smedberg on importance of athletics in the fleet, p. 
67-68;

AVIATION: and the fleet in the 1930s, p. 75 ff; Smedberg's 
interest in aviation, the deterrents, p. 81-4; 

BADGER, Admiral Oscar C.: in command at Caso Bay, p. 195-6; 

BERTIL - Prince of Sweden: p. 342-4; 

BLANDY, Adm. Wm. H.P.: gunnery officer on the BB NEW MEXICO, p. 
45; 

BOUGAINVILLE: The DD HUDSON has a dangerous mission - to escort 
marine transports into Empress Augusta Bay with 
inadequate charts, p. 255 ff; 

BRAINARD, VADM Roland M.: p. 147; 

BRITISH INTELLIGENCE: an arrangement with U. S. representatives 
for the post war period, p. 317-8; wartime 
cooperation, p. 318-9; 

BROWN, Capt. Wm.: Smedberg relieves him as Chief of Staff to Adm. 
Merrill, p. 264; p. 269-70; 

CAPE ESPERANCE: Battle of, p. 220-2; 

CASCO BAY: p. 234-5; 

CHARLESTON NAVY YARD: Forrestal's attempt to close it, p. 354-5; 

USS CHAUMONT: p. 57; 

SS CITY OF BIRMINGHAM: torpedoed and sunk off Cape Hatteras, p. 
207-8;

CLARK, Admiral John J. (Jocko): relieves Adm. Briscoe as 
Commander of the 7th fleet - his objection to 
beards, p. 444; uninterested in shore bombardment 
with 16” guns, p. 445-7; p. 448-9; flagship - the 
IOWA - but preferred to be with carriers, p. 454-
6; 

USS CLEVELAND: Skipper of the CLEVELAND apologizes for a bad bit 
of ship handling, p. 268; 

CLIFFORD, The Hon. Clark: p. 330-2; 

CLUVERIUS, Adm. Wat Tyler: p. 63; 
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COAST WATCHERS: p. 257-8; p. 260; 
 
COMBAT INTELLIGENCE: see entries under FADM KING: Smedberg 

relieves Smith-Hutton, p. 281-3; King orders 
Smedberg to brief the Combined Chiefs on Leyte 
Gulf, p. 284-5; King interrupts briefing to 
correct Smedberg, p. 285_7; King asks Smedberg 
for an estimate when the Japanese might 
surrender, p. 289-91; the episode involving 
Forrestal, King and Smedberg on a weekly briefing 
of the press, p. 293 ff; Smedberg’s press 
conference covering the surrender of Corregidor, 
p. 295 ff; Smedberg unaware of atomic bomb until 
it was dropped on Japan, p. 316; Smedberg part of 
intelligence committee that visits Britain to 
arrange post WW II exchange, p. 317-8; 

 
COOKE, Admiral Charles M. (Saavy): advises Smedberg to wear the 

grey uniform designated by King, p. 286-7; p. 
311; 

 
CORREGIDOR: p. 295-6; 
 
USS DAUNTLESS: flagship of COMINCH, p. 305-6; 
 
DD DIVISION 31: Smedberg makes operational suggestions to Adm. 

Forrestal (Comdr. DD's Pac) because of 
dislocations caused by demobilization, p. 383 ff; 
Smedberg initiates a very active sports program 
to build moral, p. 384-7; the excitement of a new 
sonar, p. 388; the benefit from experience of 
WWII, p. 390-1; 

 
DD FORCE - ATLANTIC: Smedberg becomes Chief of Staff to Commander 

DD Force - Admiral Wellborn, p. 462-3; discipline 
problems, p. 465-6; Atlantic mission, p. 467 ff; 

 
DEMOBILIZATION: the demoralizing effects after WW II, p. 382; 
 
DENNISON, Adm. Robert L.: p. 120; 
 
USS DUNCAN: p. 188; p. 216; lost at the Battle of Cape Esperance, 

p. 220-2; p. 232; 
 
EDISON, The Hon. Charles: p. 135; 
 
EDWARDS, Admiral R. S.: Chief of Staff to Adm. King, p. 284; p. 

286; p. 298-9; p. 311; 
 
USS ENGLAND: p. 260-1; p. 319; 
 
ESPIRITU SANTO: The LANSDOWNE's narrow escape from minefield at 

Espiritu Santo, p. 197 ff; p. 220; 
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FAY, Paul B.: his attitude towards the NROTC in several leading 
universities, p. 374-6; 

 
FOLEY, Comdr. Frank: Executive Officer on the LANSDOWNE, p. 207; 

his quick action during torpedo attack in South 
Pacific, p. 212; p. 227-8; 

 
FORRESTAL, The Hon. James: p. 118-9; p. 274; his insistence on 

Smedberg holding press briefings on naval 
events - while serving on staff of Admiral 
King, p. 293 ff; p. 297; p. he “borrows” 
Smedberg to brief a crowd in Denver, p. 302-3; 
Smedberg's concern about data in the Forrestal 
Diaries, p. 303; p. 304; his telephone 
conversation with Pres. Truman on formation of 
the Department of Defense, p. 313-5; Smedberg 
becomes his aide in May, 1946, p. 322 ff; his 
lack of home life, p. 324-7; Forrestal's poker 
game for President Truman, p. 328 ff; the 
round-the-world trip, p. 334 ff; China; p. 
334-5; the Philippines, p. 335-6; Tokyo and 
Gen. MacArthur, p. 336; Bangkok, p. 337-8; 
Calcutta, p. 338-9; Stockholm, p. 341-2; 
objectives of the trip, p. 344-5; p. 347-8; 
his meeting with navy's ranking officers on 
future of naval aviation, p. 348-9; 
Congressional relations, p. 353 ff; his 
interest in a balanced navy, p. 360; his 
interest in the Naval Reserve, p. 361; p. 365-
7; the misadventure in Japan when the 
secretary's party got lost in back country, p. 
367-8; his faith and trust in naval aviators, 
p. 377-8; his interest in missiles - and his 
visit to White Sands to witness small rocket 
firing, p. 377-8; p. 432; 

 
GANNON, RADM Sinclair: commandant of midshipmen, p. 14; p. 16; 
 
GHORMLEY, VADM Robert L.: p. 135-6; p. 235-6; 
 
GREENSLADE, VADM John Wills: p. 237-8; 
 
GUANTANAMO: value of this base to the fleet for training 

purposes, p. 647-8 p. 472; 
 
HALSEY, Fleet Admiral Wm. F. Jr.: p. 136; his reaction to 

Smedberg's account of the would-be mutiny on 
board the LANSDOWNE in Sydney harbor, p. 229-30; 
his manner of dealing with his command, p. 236-7; 
p. 243-4; 

 
HART, Admiral Thos. C.: conducts Pearl Harbor investigation, p. 

166; p. 168; 
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HAYLER, VADM Robert Ward: successor to Adm. Merrill in CTF 39 – 
Smedberg continues as his Chief of Staff, p. 276; 
his reaction to Adm. King's orders for detachment 
of Smedberg just before Battle of Leyte Gulf, p. 
277 ff; 

 
HILL, Admiral Harry W.: Superintendent of the Naval Academy, p. 

396; p. 401; p. 404-5; p. 422; 
 
HOLLOWAY, Admiral James L. Jr.: as Superintendent of Naval 

Academy picks his department heads very 
carefully; Smedberg named as head of Department 
of Electrical Engineering, p. 394; p. 396; p. 
418-9; 

 
HORNE, Adm. Frederick J.: p. 300-1; 
 
USS HUDSON: p. 234; p. 248-9; the influence on additions to a new 

ship - objections of Buships, p. 250; the crew 
and advance training, p. 251-2; p. 253; lead ship 
in escorting the marines into Bougainville, p. 
254 ff; p. 292; 

 
HULL, The Hon. Cordell: U. S. Secretary of State - his strong 

response to Japanese request for easing of 
sanctions, p. 158—60; his telephone call to Stark 
on the 2nd or 3rd of December, 1941, p. 161; 

 
INGERSOLL, Admiral Royal E.: p. 135-6; 
 
INGLIS, RADM Thomas: F-2 on COMINCH staff, p. 306; p. 312 

provided Combat Intelligence with information 
from ONI sources p. 312-3; 

 
INITIATIVE: Smedberg's comments on its importance for the 

advancement of men in the Navy, p. 45-7; 
 
USS IOWA: p. 234-5; Smedberg and the running of trials in San 

Francisco Bay, p. 270 ff; his orders to enter San 
Diego Harbor - his refusal to Admiral Sprague, p. 
274-5; p. 415; Smedberg given command to take her 
out of mothballs and into the Korean conflict 
orders directly from CNO Sherman, p. 424; 
problems with obtaining trained men for 16" 
turrets, p. 426-7; p. 428-9; tribulations in San 
Francisco Bay and in San Diego, p. 430-3; her 
mission to bombard Korean coast - fire support to 
U. S. Marines, p. 434-5; various targets dealt 
with, p. 438-9-40; use of agents on shore, p. 
442; p. 449-50; the hazardous run to Pusan 
Harbor, p. 456 ff; p. 460-1; 

 
USS KEYES: flagship of Smedberg in DD Div. 31, p. 385; 
 



6 
 

KIDD, Admiral Isaac Campbell Jr.: aide to Smedberg when he was 
Superintendent of the Naval Academy, p. 320-1; 

 
KIMMEL, RADM Husband E.: p. 50; his foresight and thoroughness as 

an officer, p. 51-2; p. 87; p. 105; p. 173; his 
bitter feeling towards Adm. Stark after Pearl 
Harbor, p. 181-3; 

 
KING, Fleet Admiral Ernest: p. 76-7; p. 87; p. 100-1; p. 181; p. 

238; p. 242; Smedberg delivers message to him 
about lack of spare parts for Halsey's planes, p. 
243-4; p. 257; he calls Smedberg back to 
Washington just before Leyte Gulf, p. 279 ff; 
Smedberg's interview with King, p. 280-3; King 
orders Smedberg to brief Combined Chiefs on Leyte 
Gulf - with only one hour notice, p. 284; his 
reaction to Forrestal's insistence that there be 
weekly briefing of the press on naval events, p. 
293 ff; p. 296 ff; p. 304-5; his staff set-up at 
headquarters, p. 305-6 King and the intelligence 
shared with the army, p. 306; King and 
intelligence shared with the British and the 
Russians, p. 308-9; his ability to trust those in 
whom he had confidence, p. 309-11; p. 315; 
Smedberg as Supt. of Naval Academy entertains 
members of King family after the Admiral's 
funeral in Annapolis, p. 319-322; 

 
KISSINGER, The Hon. Henry: p. 161-2; 
 
KNOX, The Hon. Frank: Secretary of the Navy, p. 135; p. 174-6; p. 

181; 
 
KOREA: BOMBARDMENT COMMAND: the function of the naval command, p. 

453-4; 
 
KURUSU, Saburo: Special Japanese emissary to the U. S. (1941), p. 

162-3; 
 
USS LANSDOWNE: p. 47; commissioned in Kearny, NJ, p. 188-90; 

shake down in Hudson River, p. 191-3; ordered to 
Casco Bay - transit of Cape Cod Canal, p. 193 ff; 
going through the minefield, p. 195-6; by 
intuition Smedberg avoids mined area later at 
Espiritu Santo, p. 197; the ship characteristics, 
p. 199; a mission to Guadalcanal with ammunition 
- narrow escape from torpedo attack, p. 200-2; 
firing of star shells in training off coast of 
Maine, p. 204-5; Cape Hatteras, p. 206-7; sinking 
of U.-153, escorts BB WASHINGTON to South 
Pacific, p. 209; news of Savo Island battle, p. 
209-210; escort work in South Pacific, p. 211 ff; 
torpedoing of CV WASP, p. 211-12; she escorts 
PORTLAND to Sydney for repairs, p. 224-7; lack of 
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food and supplies in South Pacific, p. 237-8; p. 
239; 

 
LAYTON, RADM Edwin T.: p. 166-7; 
 
LEAHY, Fleet Admiral Wm.: Wellborn and Smedberg serve with him 

for some months in advance of Adm. Stark taking 
office as CNO, p. 123; 

 
LEE, VADM Willis A. Jr.: Smedberg's estimate of him, p. 178-80; 

p. 210; 
 
LEYTE GULF: Smedberg briefs the Combined Chiefs, p. 284-5; 
 
LOCKWOOD, Admiral Charles: Naval Attache to London, p. 137; 
 
LOWE, VADM Frank Loper (Frog): Commander Tenth Fleet - asks for 

intelligence data on subs in the Pacific - King 
refuses, p. 304-5; 

 
MacARTHUR, General Douglas: p. 295-6; MacArthur and Forrestal, p. 

336; 
 
McCAIN, Admiral John Sydney: executive on the BB MEXICO, p. 38; 
 
USS MAJARA: ammo ship - sunk by Japanese torpedo off Guadalcanal, 

p. 202; 
 
MARSHALL, General George C.: he and Stark at the White House to 

urge moderation in our message to the Japanese on 
sanctions, p. 58-9; p. 164-5; p. 174; 

 
USS McCALL: in same division with DD LANSDOWNE - rescues 

survivors from the DUNCAN, p. 220-1; 
 
McNAMARA, Robert S.: Secretary of Defense - on the pay bill 

(1962), p. 356; his reaction to report of the 
special study commission on the pay bill, p. 357-
8; Smedberg's testimony before the Congressional 
Committee, p. 357-9; 

 
MERRILL, VADM Aaron S. (Tip): Requests Smedberg to serve as his 

Chief of Staff in the MONTPELLIER (1944), p. 263-
4; p. 266-8; p. 276; 

 
USS MINNEAPOLIS: torpedoed in the SLOT (Nov. 30) - escorted to 

Tulagi, p. 224; p. 230;  
 
USS MISSOURI: p. 269-70; Smedberg takes a summer cruise with 

midshipmen; p. 411 ff; 
 
USS MONTPELIER: flagship of Adm. Merrill, p. 263; 
 
MORISON, RADM Samuel E.: p. 261; 
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MORREEL, RADM Ben: his reaction immediately after attack on Pearl 

Harbor, p. 172; 
 
USS MOUNT VERNON: LANSDOWNE escorts her from New Jersey to 

Noumea, p. 229; 
 
USS MULLANY: Smedberg transferred to her for cruise to Nicaragua, 

p. 40-1; extra fuel oil to aid in winning the 
competition, p. 42; p. 48; Nicaragua, p. 48; 
fleet problems, p. 48-50; 

 
U. S. NAVAL ACADEMY: Smedberg’s general attitude towards the 

Academy, p. 9; his difficulties with upper 
classmen, p. 10-11; demerits, p. 12 ff; comments 
on the classes at the Academy, p. 19; Trident 
scholars, p. 21-22; summer cruises, p. 23 ff; 
aviation summer, p. 32; Smedberg invited to teach 
French at the Academy, p. 56; ordered to Academy 
(in Superintendency of Admiral Holloway) as head 
of Dep. of Electrical Engineering, p. 393 ff; 
Smedberg makes great effort to have better 
qualified instructors, p. 395; Smedberg sits on 
various classes, p. 397-9; Smedberg on the 
football squad and tutoring, p. 399-420; Smedberg 
changes content of examinations, p. 402-3; 
Smedberg comments on the honor system, p. 404-5; 
in praise of the civilian faculty, p. 409-410; a 
summer cruise (1949), p. 411-412; Smedberg’s 
emphasis on chapel, p. 415; 

 
NAVAL COMMUNICATIONS: Smedberg studies applied communications at 

P.G. school, p. 94; discussion of state of 
communications prior to WWII, p. 92-5; Smedberg 
finds the field very limited and hard to get out 
of, p. 94; need for radio-telephone between 
ships, p. 96-100; post WW II agreement with the 
R.N. on exchange of information, p. 103-4; 
Smedberg’s various tasks in field of 
communications on staff of Adm. Vernou, p. 104-6; 
in CruBatFor, p. 109-11; p. 116; Smedberg on 
communication on staff of Adm. Stark, p. 131-2; 
closely held secret of code breaking activities, 
p. 132-3; 

 
NAVAL RESERVE: Forrestal’s great interest, p. 361; Smedberg’s 

example of a reserve captain who was dropped from 
the continued list and then put back by the 
Secretary of the Navy – the repercussions, p. 370 
ff; 

 
USS NEW MEXICO: first duty of Smedberg after graduation, p. 37 

ff; story of Rickover and the fuel oil, p. 43; 
ensigns required to keep journals, p. 52-3; 
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NEWPORT, R. I.: Smedberg comments of Newport as a base for 

Destroyers, p. 472-3; 
 
NEWS MEDIA AND THE NAVY: see entries under: 
 FADM KING; FORRESTAL, James.  
 
NICARAGUA: p. 40; p. 48; 
 
NIMITZ, Flt. Adm. Chester W.: his comments on Smedberg’s handling 

of the IOWA in San Francisco Bay, p. 273; p. 315; 
p. 430-1; 

 
NOMURA, Admiral Kiskisaburo: his secret meeting with Admiral 

Stark in November, 1941, p. 156-8, p. 162; 
 
USS NORTHHAMPTON: fitting out the new ship (1930), p. 58-60; p. 

65; p. 74; availability of ammunition in the 
1930’s, p. 88-9; p. 224; 

 
NOYES, VADM Leigh: p. 213; p. 216; 
 
NROTC: p. 374-7; 
 
NULTON, Adm. Louis M.: Superintendent, Naval Academy, p. 16; 
 
PEARL HARBOR: p. 66-7; the night before the attack in Washington, 

p. 163 ff; 
 
PERSONNEL PROBLEMS IN THE NAVY: p. 117-120; spark plugs among the 

personnel, p. 129-30; 
 
USS PORTLAND: LANSDOWNE escorts her with wooden bow to Australia 

for repairs, p. 224-5; 
 
PRATT, RADM Richard R.: Smedberg selects him for duty on the DD 

LANSDOWNE, p. 189-90; p. 232-3; becomes Executive 
Officer on the DD HUDSON, p. 252-3; p. 265; 

 
RADAR: p. 99-100; p. 102-103; 
 
REEVES, Adm. Joseph Mason: his order to the fleet to go to sea at 

once, p. 63-65; p. 107-8; 
 
RICHARDSON, Admiral J.O.: p. 146; 
 
RICKOVER, Admiral Hyman G.: assistant engineer in BB New MEXICO, 

p. 43; 
 
ROOSEVELT, The Hon. Franklin D.: President of the United States; 

p. 120-1; his practice of passing every addition 
to navy personnel, p. 124-5; his method of giving 
orders to Stark, p. 128-9; p. 142; p. 146-8; his 
reversal on the proposed message to the Japanese 
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(Nov. 1941) on lifting sanctions, p. 159; p. 164; 
 
RYAN, Comdr. Thom. J.: Destroyer Squadron Commander in Solomons, 

p. 219; p. 223-4; 
 
SEBALD, The Hon. Wm. J.: p. 283-4; p. 287; p. 289-31; p. 296; 
 
SELECTION BOARDS: p. 112-5; 
 
SETTLE, VADM Thos. G. W.: (Tex): navy member of McNamara pay bill 

committee (1962), p. 357; 
 
SHERMAN, Admiral Forrest: p. 348; p. 350; 
 
SMEDBERG, Vice Admiral Wm. R. III: personal background, p. 1-3; 

attends Middlesex School, p. 4-5; destined for 
West Point he shifts at the last moment to the 
Naval Academy, p. 6-7; early years in various 
army posts, p. 8; attacks of asthma, p. 35-6; 
marriage, p. 53-5; Flag Lieutenant to Admiral 
Stark, p. 123 ff; his five Legions of Merit, p. 
301; the ‘high naval spokesman’, p. 295 and p. 
301; 

 
SMITH, Senator Margaret Chase: her interference in a reserve 

selection board matter, p. 372-4; 
 
SMITH-HUTTON, Captain Henri: relieved as head of Combat 

Intelligence on staff of Adm. King by Smedberg, 
p. 448; p. 455; 

 
SOUCHEK, RADM Apollo: Carrier Division Commander, p. 448; p. 455; 
 
USS SOUTH DAKOTA: p. 233-4; 
 
SPENAVO – in London: his purpose, p. 136-7; 
 
SPRAGUE, Adm. Thomas: orders Smedberg to berth the IOWA in San 

Diego Harbor – Smedberg demurs, p. 274-5; p. 432; 
 
STARK, Adm. Harold R.: succeeds Adm. Vernou in Cruisers – retains 

Smedberg on his staff – p. 94; as CNO asks 
Smedberg to become flag lieutenant – Smedberg 
demurs but finally stays, p. 95; p. 99; p. 107-8; 
p. 115; Smedberg’s opinion of how Stark came to 
be selected as CNO, p. 120-3; Stark’s need to get 
FDR approval for every personnel increase, p. 
124; Flag Lieutenant, p. 123; p. 126; p.127-8; 
telephonic communications from FDR to Stark, p. 
128-9; Stark’s efforts to build up the navy, 
1939-40, p. 141 ff; p. 144-5; impression made on 
him by the British raid on Italian fleet at 
Taranto, p. 149; his correspondence with senior 
admirals in long hand, p. 152; p. 153-5; Stark 
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and his talk with Japanese Admiral Nomura, p. 
156-7; p. 164-5; attempt to pin Pearl Harbor 
disaster on Stark, p. 165-6; p. 172; Kimmel 
entertains bitterness towards Stark, p. 181-2; p. 
243; p. 247; 

 
SWANSON, The Honorable Claude: Secretary of the Navy, p. 121-2; 

p. 134; 
 
 
TAUSSIG, VADM Joseph K.: his speech on the immanence of war, p. 

107-8; p. 143; 
 
TAYLOR, VADM E. B. (Whitney): commissioning the USS DUNCAN, p. 

188-9; rescued from DD sunk in Battle of Cape 
Esperance, p. 220; p. 232-3; p. 248-9; 

 
THEBAUD, RADM Leo: Chief of Naval Intelligence, p. 305; 
 
TRUMAN, The Hon. Harry S.: his telephone call to Forrestal in San 

Francisco on formation of Department of Defense, 
p. 313-4; his poker game at Forrestal residence, 
p. 328-9 ff; 

 
TULAGI: LANSDOWNE ordered to patrol entrance to Tulagi the night 

of Battle of Cape Esperance, p. 223; 
 
TURNER, Admiral Richmond Kelly: p. 127-8; p. 147; p. 150; sends 

Smedberg in DD LANSDOWNE with ammunition for 
marines on Guadalcanal, p. 199 ff; 

 
VERNOU, VADM Walter N. (Wally): Smedberg on his staff in USS 

CONCORD, p. 42 ff; p. 59-60; p. 75-7; p. 85; 
illustrations of his training tactics p. 86-7; 
requests Smedberg on his staff as Commander, 
CruDiv 3, p. 92; promises Smedberg job as 
Executive of DD but his successor, Adm. Stark, 
would not let him go, p. 94; p. 104-5; 

 
VINSON, The Hon. Carl: p. 143; p. 371; 
 
WAR CORRESPONDENTS: p. 255-7; 
 
USS WASHINGTON: p. 233; 
 
USS WASP: torpedoed in South Pacific, p. 211-13; DD LANSDOWNE 

ordered to sink the WASP, p. 216-7; she sinks 
shortly before Japanese task force arrives on the 
scene, p. 219; 

 
WAVES: Smedberg comments on the WAVES in COMINCH office, p. 287-

8; 
 
WELLBORN, VADM Charles: p. 99-100; p. 123-4; p. 128; p. 132; p. 
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145; p. 151; p. 153; p. 164; p. 392; Smedberg 
becomes Chief of Staff to Wellborn as Commander, 
DD Force, Atlantic, p. 462-3; 

 
USS WISCONSIN: p. 450; 
 
WONSAN HARBOR: p. 450-1; 
 
ZUMWALT, Adm. Elmo R. Jr.: Smedberg expresses himself to Zumwalt 

on standards in dress and conduct, p. 73; 


