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Antiair Warfare 
Simulator used for antiaircraft gunnery training at Great Lakes, Illinois, in World War 
II, 18-19 

Armstrong, Captain Daniel W., USNR (USNA, 1915) 
Served as officer in charge of Camp Robert Smalls for black sailors at Great Lakes 
Naval Training Station in World War II, 3-9, 12, 14-17, 21-22 

Buhrer, Lieutenant (junior grade) Gordon C., USN (USNA, 1942) 
Served on board the destroyer Ludlow (DD-438) during the Allied invasion of North 
Africa in November 1942, 18-19 

Camp Robert Smalls, Great Lakes, Illinois 
Site of recruit training for black sailors in World War II, 3-17 
In 1944 the Navy’s first black officers were trained at Great Lakes, 17-33 

Chicago, Illinois 
Site of liberty for black sailors undergoing recruit training in World War II, 13 

Dille, Lieutenant (junior grade) John F., USNR 
Was involved in training black recruits at the Great Lakes Naval Training Station 
during World War II, 3-4, 9-11, 14-15, 19, 29, 31 

Disciplinary Problems 
Misguided attempt to punish black sailors at the Great Lakes Naval Training Station 
during World War II, 20-22 

Enlisted Personnel 
Recruit training at Great Lakes, Illinois, during World War II, 2-17, 28 

 Goodwin, Reginald E. 
Member of the Golden Thirteen, the first black naval officers, trained at Great Lakes 
Naval Training Station in 1944, 14, 30 

Great Lakes, Illinois, Naval Training Station 
Training of recruits during World War II, 2-17 
In 1944 the Navy’s first black officers were trained at Great Lakes, 17-33 
Near the end of World War II V-7 aviation program dropouts were trained at Great 
Lakes, 28 
After they were commissioned, the first black officers were not welcome at the base 
officers’ club, 31 
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Kauffold, Ensign Vance A., USNR 
Was involved in training black recruits at the Great Lakes Naval Training Station 
during World War II, 3-4, 11-12 

Lear, Charles B. 
Member of the Golden Thirteen, the first black naval officers, trained at Great Lakes 
Naval Training Station in 1944, 29-30 

Leave and Liberty 
Liberty in Chicago for black sailors undergoing recruit training in World War II, 13  

 
Louis, Joe 

Black boxing champion who was at a club in Chicago during World War II, 13  
 
Martin, Graham E. 

Member of the Golden Thirteen, the first black naval officers, trained at Great Lakes 
Naval Training Station in 1944, 7, 20-24, 30 

Nelson, Dennis D. II 
Member of the Golden Thirteen, the first black naval officers, trained at Great Lakes 
Naval Training Station in 1944, 21 

Racial Issues 
Segregated training for black sailors at Great Lakes Naval Training Station in World 
War II, 3-16 
In 1943 Richmond was discouraged from sending an article to the Naval Institute 
Proceedings on the progress of black sailors in the Navy, 16-17  
In 1944 the Navy’s first black officers were trained at Great Lakes, 17-29 
After they were commissioned, the first black officers were not welcome at the base 
officers’ club, 31 

Richmond, Lieutenant Paul D., USNR (USNA, 1942) 
Boyhood in the Midwest, 1-2 
Naval Academy midshipman, 1938-41, 1-2, 18, 24 
Assigned to the Great Lakes Naval Training Station, 1942-44, 1-33 

Roosevelt, President Franklin D. 
Visited the Great Lakes Naval Training Station in 1944, 5, 16 

Shore Patrol 
In Chicago for black sailors on liberty in World War II, 13 

Training 
Recruit training at Great Lakes, Illinois, during World War II, 2-17, 28  
In 1944 the Navy’s first black officers were trained at Great Lakes, 17-33 
 



 
 

3 
 

Tunney, Lieutenant Commander James J. “Gene,” USNR 
In charge of physical training for the Navy during World War II, 9-10 

Turek, Commander William, USNR (USNA, 1926) 
During World War II commanded the recruit training organization at the Great Lakes 
Naval Training Station, 28 

Van Ness, Lieutenant (junior grade) Donald O., USNR (USNA, 1935) 
Was involved in training black recruits at the Great Lakes Naval Training Station 
during World War II, 3-4, 11-12, 17 

White, William Sylvester 
Member of the Golden Thirteen, the first black naval officers, trained at Great Lakes 
Naval Training Station in 1944, 22-23 
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