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ABDA Command 

The Dutch government in exile presented an award to Admiral 
Thomas C. Hart in August 1942 to take the sting out of the loss 
of the ABDA ships in the Pacific earlier that year, 207-210 

Ajax, HMS 
British cruiser that fought the German battleship Graf Spee in 
1939 and was at the New York Navy Yard at the time of the 
commissioning of the USS Iowa (BB-61) in February 1943, 295-
296 

Alcohol 
Drinking to celebrate the transfer of the battleship Idaho (BB-
24) to Greece in 1914, 29; Rear Admiral William Standley 
sometimes ignored Prohibition in the early 1930s, 198 

Altrock, Nick 
Washington Senators pitcher who coached Naval Academy 
midshipmen pitchers in 1915, 36-39 

Anderson, Commander Walter Stratton, USN (USNA, 1903) 
Senior member of board that examined the destroyer Babbitt (DD-
128) in the early 1920s asked McCrea to be his executive 
officer, 74-75 

Asiatic Fleet, U.S. 
Operations of the minesweeper Bittern (AM-36) in the Far East 
in the early 1920s, 64-71, 101-105; Commander Husband Kimmel 
got a Far East tour of duty in the early 1920s so he would be 
ready for war with Japan, 83-85 
 

Astoria, USS (CA-34) 
McCrea assigned as navigator of from 1934-36, 130-131, 133-134 

Athletics 
McCrea's father deplored, 6; Midshipman Walter Seibert pitched 
a perfect baseball game at the Naval Academy in 1913, 9; status 
of at U.S. Naval Academy circa 1912, 35-39 

Australian Navy 
The cruiser Canberra, sunk at Savo Island in August 1942, was 
honored by the subsequent naming of a U.S. heavy cruiser the 
USS Canberra (CA-70), 146-150 

Babbitt, USS (DD-128) 
Destroyer mothballed by McCrea in San Diego in early 1922, 57-
58, 72-74 

Baseball 
Midshipman Walter Seibert pitched a perfect game for the Naval 
Academy in 1913, 9; McCrea was Naval Academy team manager in 
1915, 35-39 

Beach, Captain Edward L., USN (USNA, 1888) 
Commanding officer of the armored cruiser Memphis when she went 
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aground in the Caribbean on 29 August 1916, 126 

Beardall, Captain John R., USN (USNA, 1908) 
McCrea's predecessor as President Franklin D. Roosevelt's naval 
aide became superintendent of the Naval Academy in early 1942, 
138 

Belknap, Commander Charles, Jr., USN (USNA, 1903) 
Advised McCrea in 1919 to serve under Admiral Hugh Rodman, 52-
53 

Bidwell, Commander A. Trood, USN (USNA, 1908) 
Served as executive officer on board the armored cruiser 
Rochester (ACR-2) in the early 1930s, 119-120; while in the 
Bureau of Navigation in 1940, assigned McCrea to work for 
Admiral Harold Stark, the CNO, 120-121 

Bittern, USS (AM-36) 
Minesweeper that McCrea took command of in the Asiatic Fleet 
in 1924, 64-65; took scientists on an expedition to the Dutch 
East Indies in the mid-1920s, 65-71; provided assistance for 
the commercial passenger ship Irene near Chefoo, China, in July 
1925, 101-105 

Blandy, Rear Admiral William H. P., USN (USNA, 1913) 
Discussions in 1942 with McCrea about the capabilities of 
radar, 300; reduced in rating as a Naval Academy first-class 
midshipman in 1913 because he didn't get to formation on time, 
300-301 

Boston, Massachusetts 
McCrea's first trip to during midshipman cruise in 1912, 22; 
tour with his wife, 23-24 

Boston Navy Yard 
USS Constitution’s deteriorated condition in this yard in 1912, 
22; manufactured battleship anchor chains in 1912, 22-23; 
repaired damage to the battleship Iowa (BB-61) in 1943, 219, 
305 

Brooke, Senator Edward 

Influence on the Panama Canal Zone decision in 1977, 116 

Brown, John Nicholas 
Asked McCrea for advice while serving as Assistant Secretary 
of the Navy for Air shortly after World War II, 332-334 
 

Casablanca Conference 
British Prime Minister Winston Churchill's participation in 
this January 1943 conference, 145-146; rumors circulated in 
Washington, D.C., in 1942 that President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
was planning a trip to North Africa, 309-312; Roosevelt 
traveled to the conference by a series of airplane hops, 312-
313 
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Casey, Commander Thomas J., USN (USNA, 1923) 
Was executive officer of the battleship Iowa (BB-61) when a 
torpedo was inadvertently fired at the ship in late 1943, 234; 
highly recommended for job as XO of the Iowa, 298-299 

Cassard, Commander William G., CHC, USN 
Chaplain who got midshipmen disciplined for misbehavior during 
choir practice at the Naval Academy in 1911, 201-202 

Chatfield, Admiral Alfred E. M., RN (Ret.) 
Former British First Sea Lord who made speeches against Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill during World War II, 144 

China 
The minesweeper USS Bittern (AM-36) provided assistance to the 
commercial passenger ship SS Irene that ran aground near Chefoo 
in July 1925, 101-105 

Churchill, Winston 
British Prime Minister visited the United States in 1942 to 
confer with President Franklin D. Roosevelt, 140-144; at the 
Casablanca Conference in January 1943, 145-146; addressed 
members of the Pacific War Council at a meeting in Washington, 
D.C., circa 1942, 211 

Coast Guard Academy, U.S. 
Senator John F. Kennedy's views, expressed in the mid- 1950s, 
concerning admission of candidates, 78-79 

Conant, Dr. James Bryant 
As president of Harvard University in the early 1950s, met with 
McCrea concerning the status of the university's NROTC unit, 
357-359 

Conolly, Vice Admiral Richard L., USN (USNA, 1914) 
Nimitz's deputy for administration in the Office of Naval 
Operations in mid-1940s, preceding McCrea to that post, 131, 
302, 330-331 

Constitution, USS 
Deteriorated condition of this aged frigate at Boston Navy Yard 
in 1912, 22 

Cooke, Rear Admiral Charles M., USN (USNA, 1910) 
Conversations with McCrea aboard the Iowa (BB-61) regarding his 
assignment after reaching Oran in November 1943, 237-238 

Crehan, John F. (USNA, 1946) 
Former aide of McCrea's on duty at White House in the early 
1960s during John F. Kennedy's administration, 82-83 

Cutts, Captain Elwin F., USN (USNA, 1908) 
Commanding officer of the battleship Pennsylvania (BB-38) in 
May 1940 when orders came for the fleet to remain in Hawaiian 
waters, 87-89 

Daniels, Josephus 
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As Secretary of the Navy gave orders to discharge personnel 
right after World War I, 54-55 

DeMille, Cecil B. 
Hollywood director who made the 1944 movie The Story of Dr. 
Wassell, based on the experiences of a Navy physician in the 
Dutch East Indies, 206 

Denfeld, Admiral Louis E., USN (USNA, 1912) 
Chosen as Chief of Naval Operations in 1947 through the 
influence of Fleet Admiral William D. Leahy, 301-302 

Dixon, Sir Owen 
McCrea's interaction with this Australian ambassador to the 
United States regarding renaming the Pittsburgh (CA-70) the 
Canberra in 1942, 147-150 

Donahue, Midshipman Alfred Hyde, USN (USNA, 1913) 
Introduced McCrea to choir "racket" at the Naval Academy in the 
summer of 1911, 199-200 

Drake, James C. (USNA, 1880) 
Banker who visited the USS New Mexico (BB-40) around 1920 to 
see Admiral Hugh Rodman, 271-272 

Dutch East Indies 
The minesweeper USS Bittern (AM-36) visited Sumatra and Java 
as part of an American scientific expedition in the mid-1920s, 
65-71 

Dyer, Lieutenant Commander George C., USN (USNA, 1919) 
Flag secretary to Admiral J. O. Richardson who had orders in 
May 1940 for the fleet to remain in Hawaiian waters, 87 

Early, Stephen 
Press secretary who was involved in finding a retreat for 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1942, 152-154; comments to 
McCrea about Roosevelt, 265; declined to pick up press pass 
from columnist Drew Pearson in 1942 when asked to by Roosevelt, 
279-281; unpleasant experience with black railroad porter, 281-
282 
 

Edison, Charles 
As Secretary of the Navy, visited the fleet flagship 
Pennsylvania (BB-38) in the spring of 1940, 50-51, 76 

Edison, Thomas A. 
Famous inventor who toured the battleship New York (BB-34) at 
New York Navy Yard in the mid-1910s, 47-50 

Education 
McCrea attended the Robert L. Werntz preparatory school in 
Annapolis in 1911, 13-14; McCrea studied at the Naval War 
College in 1922, 61-62; McCrea’s law studies at George 
Washington University in the late 1920s and early 1930s, 106-
113 
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Edwards, Admiral Richard S., USN (USNA, 1907) 
News related to the Atlantic crossing of the battleship Iowa 
(BB-61) to the Mediterranean in November 1943, 223-224; was 
Secretary of the Navy James Forrestal's choice to be Chief of 
Naval Operations after World War II but wasn't up to the job 
physically, 340 

Eisenhower, President Dwight D. (USMA, 1915) 
McCrea's reaction to Eisenhower's decision to give Panama the 
Canal Zone in the 1950s, 116; renaming of President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt's Shangri-La, Camp David, 155; landings in North 
Africa in November 1942, 288; McCrea lost respect for Dwight 
D. Eisenhower because he tolerated attacks on General George 
Marshall in the early 1950s, 354-355 

Ermine, Natalio 
Panamanian attorney who challenged McCrea in the early 1930s 
about presumptions regarding the Panama Canal, 115-116 

Fechteler, Rear Admiral Augustus F., USN (USNA, 1877) 
As Commander Battleship Division Six in the summer of 1917 had 
his flag in the USS New York (BB-34), 45-46 

Fechteler, Rear Admiral William M., USN (USNA, 1916) 
As director, Officer Personnel Division of BuPers, assigned 
McCrea to command the Iowa (BB-61) in 1943, 288-289; sharp-
penned writer for Chief of Naval Operations Chester Nimitz in 
the mid-1940s, 331-332; comments on Secretary of the Navy James 
Forrestal's style of issuing demobilization orders at the end 
of World War II, 339 

First Naval District 
McCrea's role as commandant in the early 1950s emphasized 
public relations and work with NRTOC units, 357-360 

Fletcher, Vice Admiral Frank Jack, USN (USNA, 1906) 
Delegated authority and trusted subordinates while serving as 
Commander North Pacific Force in 1944-45, 318322 

Formosa 
General Douglas MacArthur spoke in the late 1940s of the value 
of a U.S. base on this island, 193-194 

Forrestal, James V. 
Had a squabble with the Navy Judge Advocate General while 
serving as Under Secretary of the Navy early in World War II, 
334-336; quizzed McCrea about President Franklin D. Roosevelt's 
World War II dealings with the Soviet Union, 337-338; gave 
evidence in the late 1940s of losing his grip mentally, 338-
340 

Ghormley, Vice Admiral Robert L., USN (USNA, 1906) 
Was reassigned from London to duty as Commander South Pacific 
Area in 1942, 170-171 

Glassford, Rear Admiral William A., Jr., USN (USNA, 1906) Navigator 
when the USS Idaho (BB-24) was sold to Greece in the summer of 
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1914, 28-29; passed on the story of Dr. Corydon Wassell's 
medical exploits in the Dutch East Indies in 1942, later the 
subject of a Hollywood movie, 205 

Graf, Captain Homer W., USN (USNA, 1915) 
McCrea's Naval Academy classmate who in 1942 expressed the wish 
to command the new battleship Iowa (BB-61), but the job went 
to McCrea instead, 304 

Greek Navy 
Bought the USS Idaho (BB-24) in the summer of 1914 and renamed 
her Kilkis, 27-29 

Grosvenors, Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert and Melville Bell 
Stop offs on Guam in 1930s and McCrea's subsequent visits with 
in Washington, D.C., 181-183 

Guam 
McCrea sought to avoid duty in Guam in the mid-1930s because 
it was not considered career-enhancing, 131-132; McCrea's 
duties as executive officer of the naval station in the 1930s, 
172-174; provision of fresh water for the island in the mid-
1930s, 173-179; the Navy and Pan American Airways cooperated 
on the island, 179-184, 189-190 
 

Gunnery—Naval 
British and American capabilities in World War I compared, 90-
91, 96-98; shooting of the USS Iowa (BB-61) in 1944, 98-99; 
ships of the U.S. North Pacific Force bombarded the Japanese-
held Kurile Islands in 1944-45, 317-318 

Guns 
Inventor Thomas A. Edison examined the 14-inch guns of the USS 
New York (BB-34) in the mid-1910s, 47-48 

Hallaran, Charles Francis George Thomas, RN 
Discussed British and American naval philosophies with McCrea 
during World War I, 91-92 

Hart, Admiral Thomas C. Hart, USN (USNA, 1897) 
Commented on Admiral Harold Stark's order for McCrea to meet 
with Admiral Husband Kimmel in February 1941, 86; personal 
correspondence between Stark, Hart, and Kimmel, 95; met McCrea 
at Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce ball for Pacific Fleet Navy 
personnel in 1930s, 173; as Commander in Chief Asiatic Fleet 
in the early 1940s, view of General Douglas MacArthur, 193; 
reluctantly accepted decoration from the Dutch government in 
1942, 206-210; role in sending Navy dependents home from the 
Philippines in 1940, 355-357 

Harvard University 
As commandant of the First Naval District in the early 1950s, 
McCrea worked with the president of Harvard University 
concerning the status of the school's NROTC unit, 357-359 

Hickenlooper, Bourke B. 



7 
 

Iowa governor who presented state silver service to the new 
battleship Iowa (BB-61) in 1943, 303-304 

Hoover, Charles L. 
McCrea's meeting with this consul general in Batavia (Dutch 
East Indies) in 1924, 67 

Hopkins, Harry 
McCrea's high regard for this special assistant to President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, 261-262 

Howard, Roy W. 
United Press official who had a mixed relationship with 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt over the years, 282-284; 
comment about his height, 284-285 

Hughes, Admiral Charles F., USN (USNA, 1888) 
One of five captains in McCrea's four years on the New York 
(BB-34), 1915-19, 41 

Hull, Cordell 
McCrea's clever exchange with President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt's Secretary of State in 1942, 140 

Hustvedt, Rear Admiral Olaf M., USN (USNA, 1909) 
As battleship division commander embarked in the Iowa (BB-61) 
in January 1944, 244-250; criticism of McCrea regarding a near 
collision of the Iowa with a carrier, 254-255; recommended the 
Iowa's bombardment of Mili Atoll in March 1944, 258-259 

Idaho, USS (BB-24) 
In the Mediterranean when World War I broke out in the summer 
of 1914 and subsequently sold to the Greeks, 26-29 

Ingersoll, Admiral Royal E., USN (USNA, 1905) 
Conveyed the news in the fall of 1943 that McCrea would take 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt and the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
to the Mediterranean aboard the Iowa (BB-61), 222-224, 226 

Ingram, Vice Admiral Jonas H., USN (USNA, 1907) 
As Commander South Atlantic Force, was disappointed about not 
meeting President Franklin D. Roosevelt in Bahia, Brazil, in 
late 1943, 240-241 

Intelligence 
Establishment of a map room in the White House in 1942 to 
display war intelligence for President Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
162-163, 165-167 

Iowa, USS (BB-61) 
Fueled destroyers in the Pacific in 1944, 76-77; commissioned 
in February 1943, 93, 287-298, 302-303; Admiral Husband Kimmel 
aboard for visit at New York in 1943, 93-96; shooting 
capabilities in 1944, 98-99; Atlantic crossing to Teheran 
conference, November 1943, 218-219, 222-235; McCrea scraped the 
ship's bottom through a miscalculation in Casco Bay early in 
1943, 219-222, 231-232; through Gibraltar en route to Bahia, 



8 
 

Brazil, December 1943, 239-240; deep-water cruising experience, 
242-243; through Panama Canal to Pacific, January 1944, 244; 
Prince Duncan as her chief police petty officer, 246; sank a 
Japanese cruiser off Truk in February 1944, 248-250; 
maneuvering capabilities demonstrated during Pacific Fleet 
operations in early 1943, 250-251; officers of the deck, 252-
255; Admiral Raymond Spruance's staff officers turned away in 
1944, 255-257; bombarded Mili Atoll in March 1944, 258-260; 
launched in August 1942, 285-287; radar aboard and its 
efficacy, 299-300; shakedown in Chesapeake Bay and repairs in 
Boston Navy Yard early in 1943, 305-306; Battle of Philippine 
Sea, June 1944, 306-308 
 

Iowa (BB-61)-Class Battleships 
Maneuvering capabilities demonstrated during Pacific 
Fleet operations in early 1944, 250-251 

Irene, SS 
Passenger ship that was assisted by the minesweeper USS Bittern 
(AM-36) after running aground near Chefoo, China, in July 1925, 
101-105 

Jacobs, Rear Admiral Randall, USN (USNA, 1907) 
Chief of Naval Personnel in 1942 who assigned McCrea as naval 
aide to President Franklin D. Roosevelt, 139; McCrea asked him 
in late 1942 for command of the Iowa (BB-61), 287 

Japanese Navy 
Surface ships tangled with the battleships Iowa (BB-61) and New 
Jersey (BB-62) at Truk Atoll in February 1944, 248-250 

Java 
Visited by the minesweeper USS Bittern (AM-36) in the mid-
1920s, 67 

John Hancock Mutual Life Insurance Company 
Boston company for which McCrea worked following his retirement 
from active naval service in 1953, 348-352 

Joy, Captain C. Turner, USN (USNA, 1916) 
Recommended Commander Thomas Casey as executive officer for the 
battleship Iowa (BB-61) in 1943, 298-299 

Judge Advocate General (JAG), Office of 
McCrea's work for during law school in the late 1920s and early 
1930s, 106-110; Under Secretary of the Navy James Forrestal 
tried to take contract review authority away from JAG early in 
World War II, 334-336 

Juliana, Princess 
Dutch princess who lived in the United States during World War 
II and visited Hyde Park, New York, in 1942, 71-72 

Juneau, USS (CL-52) 
Cruiser that sank in November 1942 with five Sullivan brothers 
on board, 150-152 
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Kennedy, Senator Edward M. 
McCrea's presentation of a marine painting to in 1963, 81-82 
 

Kennedy, Senator John F. 
Expressed views in the mid-1950s about admitting candidates to 
the service academies, 78-80; made a talk to Boston blood donors 
in the 1950s, 80-81 
 

Kennedy, Joseph P., Sr. 
As U.S. Ambassador to the United Kingdom in the late 1930s, 
opinion of the British on the threshold of World War II, 90 

Kimmel, Admiral Husband E., USN (USNA, 1904) 
Visited the British fleet in World War I to inspect gunnery, 
83-84, 90, 96-97; as Asiatic Fleet destroyer division commander 
in the early 1920s, quite interested in readiness for war, 84-
85; became Commander in Chief Pacific Fleet in February 1941, 
85-86; McCrea's praise of, 86; worked ships hard near Pearl 
Harbor in 1941, 9293; visited the new battleship Iowa (BB-61) 
at McCrea's invitation in 1943, 93-96; compared with Admiral 
William Standley, 197-198 

Kimmel, Dorothy 
Wife of Commander Husband E. Kimmel, stayed home to take care 
of family while her husband went to the Far East in the early 
1920s, 84-85 

King, Admiral Ernest J., USN (USNA, 1901) 
Criticisms of Admiral Hugh Rodman, 59-60, 128-129, 212; role 
in sending McCrea to the White House as President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt's naval aide in 1942, 121, 138; attempt to secure 
post for McCrea as naval aide to President Harry Truman in 
1945, 129; briefed Roosevelt on plan to bomb Tokyo in early 
1942, 168-169; style of command as Commander in Chief, U.S. 
Fleet, 171; McCrea's dealings with while King was captain of 
the carrier Lexington (CV-2) in the early 1930s, 212-215; in a 
row with Secretary of the Navy Frank Knox in early 1940s, 215-
217; passenger on board the Iowa (BB-61) en route to Teheran 
conference in November 1943, 218, 227-228, 234-238; expressed 
delayed reaction to McCrea after the grounding of the Iowa in 
1943, 220-222; FDR's confidence in, 267 
 

King Orry, HMS 
British ship that towed targets during gunnery exercises in 
World War I, 98 

Knox, William Franklin (Frank) 
As Secretary of the Navy in early 1940s in a row with Admiral 
King, 215-217; as publisher of Chicago Daily News, released 
news in early 1943 about the commissioning of the battleship 
Iowa (BB-61), 297 

Kurile Islands 
Ships of the U.S. North Pacific Force bombarded the Japanese-
held Kuriles in 1944-45, 317-319 
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Law 
McCrea took the legal course at George Washington University 
in the late 1920s and early 1930s while working in the Judge 
Advocate General’s office in Washington, 106-110; McCrea passed 
his bar exam in the Panama Canal Zone, 110-113 
 

Leahy, Commander George A., Jr., USN (USNA, 1925) 
Suffered from high blood pressure while serving as executive 
officer of the battleship Iowa (BB-61) in 1944, 255-256 

Leahy, Fleet Admiral William D., USN (USNA, 1897) 
Question about accuracy of a portion of his book I Was There, 
229-232; association with and influence on President Harry 
Truman in selecting Admiral Louis Denfeld as Chief of Naval 
Operations in 1947, 301-302 

Lee, Rear Admiral Willis A., Jr., USN (USNA, 1908) 
Observed the bombardment of Mili Atoll in March 1944, 257-259 

Lexington, USS (CV-2) 
Conduct of flight operations in the Pacific while under the 
command of Captain Ernest J. King in the early 1930s, 212-215 

Lion, HMS 
McCrea went aboard for a tour of Vice Admiral David Beatty's 
flagship during World War I, 97 

Loudon, Dr. Alexander 
As Dutch ambassador to the United States in 1942, coordinated 
his government's decoration of Admiral Thomas C. Hart, 207-210 

MacArthur, General of the Army Douglas, USA (Ret.) 
Married Jean Faircloth in New York in 1937, 185; meeting with 
McCrea in Japan in the late 1940s, 190-194; recalled from the 
Far East by President Harry Truman in 1951, 193-195; 
intimidated Admiral Dewitt C. Ramsey, Pacific Fleet Commander 
in Chief, in the late 1940s, 342 

Maine, USS (BB-10) 
Sent to the Mediterranean to pick up the crew of the Idaho (BB-
24) in the summer of 1914, 27, 30-33 

Marshall, General of the Army George C., USA 
Addressed Naval Academy graduates in 1951 as Secretary of 
Defense, 230; criticized by Senator Joseph McCarthy in the 
early 1950s, 354-355; delayed bringing home U.S. Army 
dependents from the Philippine Islands on the eve of World War 
II, 355-356 

Massachusetts, USS (BB-2) 
Conditions on board during midshipmen's summer cruise on the 
East Coast in 1912, 18-22 

McAdoo, William G. 
Former Secretary of the Treasury who discussed his business 
experiences with McCrea on Guam in the 1930s, 183, 186-88 
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McCandlish, Captain Benjamin V., USN (USNA, 1909) 
As Governor of Guam and commandant of U.S. Naval station there, 
assisted McCrea in 1930s in finding sources of fresh water on 
Guam, 174-179 

McCrea, Vice Admiral John L., USN (Ret.) (USNA, 1915) 
Served from 1915 to 1919 in the New York (BB-34), 1, 38, 41-
51, 90-91, 96-98; 99-100, 126-127; birth and boyhood in 
Marlette, Michigan, 2-8; parents of, 2-8, 12-13, 17, 27-28, 
32-33; midshipman at the Naval Academy, 1911-1915, 5, 17-40; 
duty as naval aide to President Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1942-
43, 12-13, 71-72, 137-171, 203-206, 262-291 ; Robert L. Werntz 
preparatory school in Annapolis, 13-14; acceptance to U.S. 
Naval Academy in 1912, 16; executive officer of the USS 
Pennsylvania (BB-38), the fleet flagship, in 1938-40, 50-51, 
76, 87-90, 132-133; aide to Admiral Rodman, Commander in Chief 
of the Pacific Fleet, on board the New Mexico (BB-40), 191-
921, 51-55; mothballing of the destroyer Babbitt (DD-128) in 
1922, 57-58, 74-75; shore duty in 1922 at the Naval War College, 
61-63; commanded the minesweeper USS Bittern (AM-36) in the 
Asiatic Fleet in the mid-1920s, 64-71, 101-105; executive 
officer of the USS Ramapo (AO-12) in early 1920s, 74-76; 
commanded the new battleship Iowa in 1943-44, 76-77, 93-96, 
98-99, 218-224, 227-235, 239-246, 248-251, 255-261, 263, 287-
308; contact with John F. Kennedy in 1954-55, 78-82; in the 
late 1920s and early 1930s studied law at George Washington 
University and served in JAG office in Washington, 106-113; on 
board flagship Rochester (ACR-2) with the Special Service 
Squadron in Panama, 1930-31, 113-120; worked for Admiral Harold 
Stark, then Chief of Naval Operations, in Washington in 1940-
41, 120-122; commanded the destroyer Trever (DD-339) in the 
early 1930s, 123-128, 196-197; command of North Pacific Task 
Force in 1944-45, 129, 313322; assigned as navigator of the 
Astoria (CA-34), 1934-36, 130-131, 133-134; assigned as 
executive officer of the naval station on Guam in the mid-
1930s, 131-132, 134-135, 137-138, 172-189; promotion to Rear 
Admiral in 1944, 313-316; duty in Central Division of the OpNav 
staff in Washington, D.C., under Fleet Admiral Chester Nimitz 
1945-46, 322-341; as Deputy Commander in Chief Pacific Fleet 
in the late 1940s, 341-347; Department of Defense Personnel 
policy work, 1952-53, and retirement with John Hancock, 348-
352 
 

McIntire, Rear Admiral Ross T., MC, USN 
White House physician who was involved in finding a retreat for 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1942, 152-154 

McMorran, Henry 
Republican representative who sought candidates from Michigan's 
seventh congressional district for appointment to the Naval 
Academy around 1910, 10-11 

Medical Problems 
Crew members of the USS New York (BB-34) were felled by 
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influenza in 1918, 43-44 

Merchant Ships 
Passenger ship SS Irene was assisted by the minesweeper USS 
Bittern (AM-36) after running aground near Chefoo, China, in 
July 1925, 101-105 

Mili Atoll 
Bombardment of by the Iowa (BB-61) and other ships in March 
1944, 258-260 

Military Academy, U.S. 
Senator John F. Kennedy's views, expressed in the mid- 1950s, 
concerning admission of candidates, 78-79 

Missouri, USS (BB-63) 
First crew did not express appreciation for the help provided 
by the Iowa (BB-61) in 1943 in getting the ship and turrets 
organized, 308 

Montgomery, Lieutenant (junior grade) Robert, USNR 
Movie actor who served as a Naval Reserve officer in World War 
II, including duty in the White House, 162-165, 167 

Morison, Samuel Eliot 
The genesis of his assignment as naval historian by President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt during World War II, 159-162 

Movies 
Story of Navy doctor in the Dutch East Indies in 1942 inspired 
a Hollywood movie, The Story of Dr. Wassell, released in 1944, 
204-206 

Naval Academy, U. S. 
Baseball games in the early 1910s, 9, 11, 35-39; Lieutenant 
Commander James J. Raby was a member of the Academy's Board of 
Examiners in 1911, 15-16; summer training cruises, 1912-14, 18-
33; hazing of midshipmen in the early 1910s, 39-40; Senator 
John F. Kennedy's views, expressed in the mid-1950s, concerning 
admission of candidates, 78-81; midshipman shenanigans in 
connection with choir practice in 1911, 199-203; George C. 
Marshall, as Secretary of Defense, addressed graduates in 1951, 
230; Assistant Secretary of the Navy Franklin D. Roosevelt 
impressed McCrea during a visit in 1913, 265-266 
 

Naval Reserve Officer Training Corps (NROTC) 
As commandant of the First Naval District in the early 1950s, 
McCrea worked with the president of Harvard University 
concerning the status of the NROTC unit, 357-359 

Naval War College 
Junior and senior classes underwent essentially the same course 
in the early 1920s, 61-62 

Neal, Commander George Franklin, USN (USNA, 1901) 
As skipper of the oiler Ramapo (AO-12) in the early 1920s, 
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demonstrated a fine sense of humor, 76 

Netherlands 
The Dutch royal family lived in the United States while their 
country was occupied in World War II, 71-72; Queen Wilhelmina 
presented a decoration to Admiral Thomas C. Hart in August 1942 
for his role in the Far East at the beginning of World War II, 
207-208; comparison of attitudes toward the Netherlands by U.S. 
presidents Franklin Roosevelt and Harry Truman during the 
1940s, 210-211 
 

New Jersey, USS (BB-62) 
McCrea's contact with her skipper, Captain Carl F. Holden, in 
1943-44, 247-248 

New Mexico, USS (BB-40) 
First electronic drive battleship, assigned to Pacific Fleet 
in early 1920’s, 53-55 
 

News Media 
Questioning President Franklin D. Roosevelt during his press 
conference in 1942, 278-281; coverage of the battleship Iowa’s 
(BB-61) commissioning at New York Navy Yard in February 1943, 
293-297 
 

New York Navy Yard 
Site of the commissioning of the battleship Iowa (BB-61) in 
February 1943, 293-298 
  

New York, USS (BB-34) 
Battleship that served with the British during World War I, 1, 
41-51; condition of in World War I, 91; present for surrender 
of German fleet after World War I, 99-100; officers McCrea 
served under while on board, 1915-19, 126-127 

 
Nicaragua 

A citizen's view of the country's penchant for revolution in 
the 1930s, 113-114 

Nimitz, Fleet Admiral Chester W., USN (USNA, 1905) 
McCrea's boss (1945-47) as Chief of Naval Operations, 135; sent 
McCrea to Hyde Park national memorial dedication in 1945, 210; 
although Nimitz backed Admiral William H. P. Blandy for Chief 
of Naval Operations in 1947, Admiral Louis E. Denfeld was 
chosen, 301-302; assigned McCrea to odd jobs in OpNav shortly 
after World War II, 322-323, 331-332; reorganized OpNav during 
his tenure as CNO, 1945-47, 330-331 
 

North Pacific Force 
McCrea used the light cruiser Richmond (CL-9) as his flagship 
while conducting operations in the Aleutians and Kuriles in 
1944-45, 316-320 

Osterhaus, Lieutenant Commander Hugo W., USN (USNA, 1900) 
Kindness in the face of McCrea's grief over his father's 
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death in 1914, 32-33 

Pacific War Council 
British Prime Minister Winston Churchill addressed members of 
the Pacific War Council at a meeting in Washington, D.C., circa 
1942, 211 

Palmer, Commander Leigh C., USN (USNA, 1896) 
Executive officer of the New York (BB-34) in 1915 and McCrea's 
idol, 47-49; his style of leadership, 127 

Panama 
McCrea passed the canal zone bar exam around 1930, 110-113; 
Panamanians have gained more control of the Panama Canal as a 
result of the 1977 treaty, 116-117 

Pan American World Airways 
Assistance from the Navy on Guam in 1930s, 179-184, 189-190 

Pay and Allowances 
Theodore Roosevelt's policy of extra pay for sailors shortly 
after the beginning of the 20th century if they were American 
citizens, 20-21; pay of the crew of the USS Massachusetts (BB-
2) in 1912, 21 

 
Pearson, Andrew R. 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt asked press secretary Steve 
Early to pick up this columnist's press pass in 1942, but Early 
declined, 279-281; attacked Secretary of Defense James 
Forrestal in his newspaper column in the late 1940s, 338-339 
Franklin D. Roosevelt's presidential yacht that provided 
furnishings for Shangri-La retreat in 1942, 154-156 

 
Pennsylvania, USS (BB-38) 

Fleet flagship visited by Secretary of the Navy Charles Edison 
in 1940, 50-51, 76; junior officers in May 1940 needed a pep 
talk about preparing for war, 87-90; advantages of being 
executive officer, 133; McCrea made a capable landing alongside 
a tender at San Pedro, 250 
 

Personnel 
Demobilization right after World War I diminished the U.S. 
Navy's ability to perform its missions, 54-56 

Philippine Islands 
Admiral Harold Stark's role in sending Navy dependents home 
from the Philippines in the summer of 1941, 355-357 

Philippine Sea, Battle of 
Operations of the battleship Iowa (BB-61) during this battle 
in June 1944, 307-308 

Post, Commander Nathan W., USN (USNA, 1904) 
McCrea's discussion with about laying up the USS Babbitt (DD-
128) in 1922, 72-73 
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Potomac, USS (AG-25) 
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s presidential yacht that provided 
furnishings for Shangri-La retreat in 1942, 154-156 
 

Quiggle, Commander Lynne C., USN (USNA, 1930) 
Exemplary gunnery officer aboard the Iowa in 1943-44, later 
committed suicide, 99, 308 
 

Raby, Lieutenant Commander James J. (USNA, 1895) 
Member of Naval Academy Board of Examiners in 1911, 15-16 
 

Radar 
Rear Admiral William H. P. Blandy made a presentation at the 
White House in 1942 on the capabilities of radar, 300 
 

Radford, Admiral Arthur W., USN (USNA, 1916) 
Sharp-penned writer as Vice Chief of Naval Operations under 
Nimitz in mid-1940s, 331-332; as Commander in Chief Pacific 
Fleet, discussed with McCrea regarding the latter’s remaining 
as his deputy in May 1949, 345-347 
 

Rampo, USS (AO-12) 
McCrea as executive officer for tour in the Pacific in early 
1920s, 75-76 
 

Ramsey, Admiral DeWitt C., USN (USNA, 1912) 
Pacific Fleet Commander in Chief pushed around by General 
Douglas MacArthur in May 1948, 190-91; McCrea’s interaction 
with when Ramsey was Commander in Chief Pacific Fleet, 1948-
49, 341-344 

 
Refueling 

Examples of battleships refueling destroyers at sea in the 
1940s, 76-77 

Rescue at Sea 
The minesweeper Bittern (AM-36) provided assistance to the 
commercial passenger ship SS Irene near Chefoo, China, in July 
1925, 101-105; the destroyer Trever (DD-339) picked up aviators 
lost from the carrier Lexington (CV-2) in the Pacific in the 
early 1930s, 213-214; on direction from the battleship Iowa 
(BB-61), a destroyer rescued a downed American pilot during the 
Battle of the Philippine Sea in June 1944, 307-308 

Richardson, Admiral James O., USN (USNA, 1902) 
As Commander in Chief U.S. Fleet, conferred with McCrea in late 
1940 about new war plans, 85-86 

Richmond, USS (CL-9) 
McCrea’s flagship in Aleutian waters and the Japanese Kuriles 
in 1944-45, 316-320 
 

Rochester, USS (ACR-2) 
Served as the flagship of the Special Service Squadron in the 
Caribbean in the early 1930s, 113-116 
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Rodman, Admiral Hugh, USN, (USNA, 1880) 

As Rear Admiral, commanded six battleships assigned to the 
British Grand Fleet in World War I, 41-42; Commander in Chief 
Pacific Fleet, 1919-22, 42; on board the New Mexico (BB-42 in 
1919, 51-57; McCrea’s opinion of as a naval officer, 58-61; 
Admiral Ernest King’s critique of, 128-130, 212; chatted with 
banker James Drake around 1920 on quarterdeck of the USS New 
Mexico (BB-40), 271. 
 

Roosevelt, Eleanor 
Demonstrated a great deal of kindness towards people in the 
early 1940s when she was First Lady, 264; attended the 
launching of the Iowa (BB-61) at New York in 1942, 285-286; 
sent a dispatch to her sons in April 1945 to tell them President 
Roosevelt had died, 320 
 

Roosevelt, President Franklin Delano 
 

Asked McCrea to walk with Princess Juliana of the Netherlands 
at Hyde Park, New York, in the summer of 1942, 71-72, schemed 
to get British Prime Minister Winston Churchill to Hyde Park 
in June 1942, 140-144; teased Churchill about the Russians at 
the Casablanca Conference in January 1943, 145-146; sensitivity 
in renaming an American the Canberra (CA-70), 146-149; renamed 
a destroyer The Sullivans (DD-537) after the sinking of the 
Juneau (CL-52) in November 1942, 151; commissioned a team that 
set up Shangri-La as a retreat closer than Hyde Park to 
Washington, D. C., early 1942, 152-155; good humor over 
magazine cartoon, 156; remembered by McCrea as quick-witted and 
loquacious, 156-157, 275-276; interviewed Samuel E. Morison to 
write the naval history of World War II, 159-162; reaction to 
news of lost cruisers at Savo Island in August 1942, 169-170; 
sensitivity to displacing Admiral Vice Admiral Robert Ghormley 
in the summer of 1942, 170-171; kissed McCrea's daughter on the 
cheek on her 16th birthday, 203-204; solicited a story with 
"drama and pathos" for a "fireside chat" in 1942, 204-206; made 
Atlantic crossing in the battleship Iowa (BB-61) for the 
Teheran conference in November 1943, 218-219, 222-235; sent a 
hand-knitted afghan to McCrea aboard the Iowa (BB-61) in 1943, 
263; bonds of affection for McCrea and his wife, 264-265; 
impressed McCrea at the Naval Academy in 1913, 265-266; his 
confidence in Admiral Harold Stark and General George Marshall, 
267; concern about public opinion, 275-279; interaction with 
Steve Early as his press secretary, 279-282; criticism of Roy 
Howard when head of United Press, 282-284; secured an 
assignment for McCrea after his service as naval aide, 284-
288; discussions with McCrea in 1942 about a North African 
conference, 289-291; air travel arrangements for reaching the 
Casablanca Conference in January 1943, 312-313; asked that 
Under Secretary of State Sumner Welles be invited to a White 
House lunch in 1942 because of superstition, 326-328; expressed 
interest in a squabble between Under Secretary James Forrestal 
and the Navy Judge Advocate General early in World War II, 334-
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336; Forrestal quizzed McCrea about Roosevelt's World War II 
dealings with the Soviet Union, 337-338 
 

Roosevelt, President Theodore 
Policy of extra pay for sailors shortly after the beginning of 
the 20th century if they were American citizens, 20-21; 
reference to Wister's biography of, 118-119 

Root, Captain Edmund S., USN (USNA, 1905) 
McCrea's commanding officer on board the Astoria (CA-34) in the 
mid-1950s, 134; conversations with McCrea in the 1930s about 
Guam, 173-174 

Rosenman, Samuel I. 
Communications to McCrea about a possible appointment as 
President Harry Truman's naval aide in 1945, 129, 320; present 
in Shangri-La when McCrea reported to President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt on the sinking of the cruiser Astoria (CA-34) in 
August 1942, 170 

Royal Navy 
Augmented by six U.S. battleships in 1917-18, 41-43; comparison 
of British and American warships in World War I, 90-91, 96-98; 
contact with McCrea in November 1943 after the battleship Iowa 
(BB-61) reached Oran, 238-240; performance of the cruiser Ajax 
in fighting the German battleship Graf Spee in 1939, 295-296 

Savo Island 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt's reaction to news of four 
Allied cruisers sunk off of in August 1942, 169-170 

Seibert, Midshipman Walter, USN (USNA, 1913) 
High school companion of McCrea who preceded him to the Naval 
Academy in 1909, 8-11; failed first entrance exam, 8, 13-14; 
pitched a no-hitter as a midshipman baseball player, 9 

Sherman, Admiral Forrest P., USN (USNA, 1918) 
Excellent, ambitious officer who apparently had his goal set 
for a long time on becoming Chief of Naval Operations, which 
he did in 1949, 323-324; shortly before his death in 1951, made 
a vague promise to McCrea about a future billet, 324 

Shangri-La 
Establishment of this camp in the spring of 1942 as a 
presidential retreat for Franklin D. Roosevelt, 152-154; camp 
furnishings came from the yacht Potomac (AG-25), 154-156 

Sherman, Rear Admiral Frederick C., USN (USNA, 1910) 
Expressed gratitude in early 1944 for having the antiaircraft 
capability of Iowa (BB-61)-class battleships available in 
carrier task groups, 251 

Ship Handling 
While executive officer of the battleship Pennsylvania (BB-38) 
around 1940, McCrea made a capable landing alongside a tender 
at San Pedro, 250 
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Smedberg, Vice Admiral William R. III, USN (USNA, 1926) 
As Chief of Bureau Personnel in the early 1960s, his interaction 
with McCrea concerning Naval Academy candidates, 80 

South Carolina (BB-26) 
Picked up midshipmen in Veracruz, Mexico, in 1913 en route to 
the Philadelphia Navy Yard, 25 

Soviet Union 
Secretary of the Navy James Forrestal quizzed McCrea shortly 
after World War II about President Franklin D. Roosevelt's 
wartime dealings with the Soviet Union, 337-338 

Special Service Squadron 
Represented the interests of the United States in Central 
America in the early 1930s, 113-118 

Spruance, Vice Admiral Raymond A., USN (USNA, 1907) 
Embarked in the New Jersey (BB-62) when McCrea, in the Iowa 
(BB-61), sank a Japanese cruiser in 1944, 248-250; 
consideration of the Iowa as his flagship in 1944, 255-257; 
McCrea's speculation about discord between Spruance and Vice 
Admiral Frank Jack Fletcher in 1944-45, 321 

Standley, Admiral William H., USN (USNA, 1895) 
McCrea's destroyer commander while in the Trever (DD-339) in 
1932, 190, 196-197; McCrea's opinion of and President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt's affection for, 196, 198; compared with Admiral 
Husband Kimmel, 197-198 

Stark, Admiral Harold R., USN (USNA, 1903) 
McCrea's service as aide while Stark was Chief of Naval 
Operations, 1940-42, 80, 120-121; sent McCrea to deliver war 
plans to Pacific commanders, 1940-41, 85-86; Admiral Husband 
Kimmel accused Stark of perjury in connection with the post-
World War II hearings on Pearl Harbor, 93; relationship to 
Admiral Kimmel, 95; commended McCrea as presidential naval aide 
in 1942, 136-138; replaced Vice Admiral Robert Ghormley in 
London in April 1942, 170-171; FDR's opinion of, 267; role in 
sending Navy dependents home from the Philippines in the summer 
of 1941, 355-357 

Starling, Edmund W. 
As supervisor of the White House Secret Service detail in 1942, 
was not told by McCrea of President Franklin D. Roosevelt's 
impending trip to the Casablanca Conference, 309-311 

Sullivan, R. O. D. 
Pan American Airways pilot who flew to Guam in the 1930s, 184-
185 

Sumatra 
Visited by American scientific observers in the mid-1920s, 65-
71 

Teel, Roland M. 
Instructor at Robert L. Werntz School in 1911, founder of the 
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Severn School, 14 

Tennessee, USS (Armed Cruiser Number 10) 
Sent to Europe to rescue stranded Americans at outbreak of 
World War I in 1914, 28 

Theobald, Lieutenant Robert A., USN (USNA, 1907) 
Baseball coach at U.S. Naval Academy circa 1912, 38 

The Sullivans, USS (DD-537) 
Destroyer named in 1943 for brothers lost when the cruiser 
Juneau (CL-52) sank in November 1942, 150-152 

Tigan, Midshipman Walter J., USN 
Dismissed from U.S. Naval Academy in 1912 for hazing, 39-40 

Trever, USS (DD-339) 
Pacific Fleet destroyer that improved condition under McCrea's 
command in 1932, 123-128 

Truk Atoll 
Japanese surface ships tangled with the battleships Iowa (BB-
61) and New Jersey (BB-62) at Truk in February 1944, 248-250 

Truman, Harry S. 
Selected Captain James Vardaman as his naval aide in 1945, 129, 
320; retained name of Shangri-La for presidential retreat, 155; 
McCrea's complete file of messages between FDR, Truman, Stalin, 
and Chiang Kaishek, 167; recalled General Douglas MacArthur 
from the Far East in 1951, 193-195; Dutch Ambassador Alexander 
Loudon's view of, 210-211; reliance on Admiral Leahy, 301, 341; 
reluctance about calling reserves for Korean War, 353-354; lost 
respect for Dwight D. Eisenhower because he tolerated attacks 
on George Marshall, 355 
 

Turner, Captain Richmond Kelly, USN (USNA, 1908) 
Director of Navy war plans at the outset of World War II, 121; 
McCrea’s opinions about his drinking and style of leadership, 
122-123 

United Fruit Company 
Provided schools, medical services for the peoples of Central 
and South America in the 1930s, 114 

Vardaman, Captain James K., USNR 
Naval Reserve captain appointed as naval aide to President 
Harry Truman in 1945, 129 

Wallace, Mrs. Ilo Browne 
As sponsor of the battleship Iowa (BB-61), attended the 
launching in 1942 but not the commissioning in 1943, 286, 291-
292 

Wasmuth, USS (DD-338) 
Operations with the aircraft carrier Lexington (CV-2) in the 
Pacific in the early 1930s, 212-213 
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Wassell, Lieutenant Commander Corydon, MC, USNR 
The story of his medical exploits in the Dutch East Indies in 
1942 became the subject of a "fireside chat" by President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt and later inspired a Hollywood movie, 
204-206 
 

Welles, Sumner 
Under Secretary of State who was invited to a White House lunch 
in 1942 because of superstition, 326-328 

Wilhelmina, Queen 
The Dutch queen lived in the United States during World War 
II, visited Hyde Park, New York, in 1942, 71-72; presented a 
decoration to Admiral Thomas C. Hart in August 1942 for his 
role in the Far East at the beginning of World War II, 207-208 

William D. Porter, USS (DD-579) 
Inadvertently fired a live torpedo at the battleship Iowa (BB-
61) during a crossing of the Atlantic in November 1943, 232-
235 

Willson, Rear Admiral Russell, USN (USNA, 1906) 
Served as superintendent of the Naval Academy, 1941-42, then 
ordered to the staff of Admiral Ernest J. King, 138 

Wister, Owen 
Reference to the biography he wrote of his Harvard classmate 
Theodore Roosevelt, 118-119 

Wollcott, Alexander 
Famous journalist who encountered McCrea during a visit to the 
White House in 1942, 269-270 

World War I 
The Greek Navy bought the USS Idaho (BB-24) from the U.S. Navy 
as war was starting in the summer of 1914, 26-29; U.S. 
battleships formed the Sixth Battle Squadron of British and 
American warships, 90-91, 96-98  
 


