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Index to the Oral History of 
Captain David McCampbell, U.S. Navy (Retired) 

A6M Zero (Japanese Fighter) 
Operations in combat against U.S. forces in 1944, 129, 161-162. 172, 182, 308 

Air Force, Atlantic Fleet (AirLant) 
Logistics of supplying weapons to the Sixth Fleet in the early 1950s, 229-230, 277, 
283-286

Air Force, U.S. 
Plans in the mid-1950s for evacuating U.S. personnel from the Mediterranean region, 
322 
Role of Wheelus Air Force base in Libya in the 1950s, 323 
Role of the North American Air Defense Command in the early 1960s in preparing 
for possible Soviet attack, 357-362 

Air Group 15 
Training ashore on the East Coast in 1943-44, 111-118, 314-315 
Training operations with the aircraft carrier Hornet (CV-12) in 1944, 119, 129-132, 
140 
In early 1944 did training flights from Pu’unēnē Naval Air Station on the island of 
Maui, 126-127, 141, 314 
Combat operations in 1944 from the aircraft carrier Essex (CV-9), 123-220, 273-274, 
307-318
Role of combat intelligence officers, 154-157, 169
Enlisted men in the air group, 162-163, 217-218

Air Group 19 
Operations from the aircraft carrier Lexington (CV-16) in 1944, 166-168, 200, 206, 
208 

Alaska 
Visited in 1937 by the heavy cruiser Portland (CA-33), 43-44 

Alcohol 
Medicinal brandy provided to pilots on board the aircraft carrier Essex (CV-9) in 
1944, 191 
On board the aircraft carrier Bunker Hill (CV-9) in late 1944, 220-221 
Commander Naval Forces Marianas, Rear Admiral William Erdmann, smuggled 
liquor to the United States in 1959-60, 349-351 

Antiair Warfare 
Japanese antiaircraft fire at U.S. planes over Marcus Island in May 1944, 123-125, 
148-149, 315



 2 

At Iwo Jima in June 1944, 173-175 
In Manila in the autumn of 1944, 214 

 
Argentina 
 Living conditions in Buenos Aires for the McCampbell family, 1948-51, 261-263 
 
Argentine Navy 

McCampbell’s role in 1948-51 as aviation adviser and war college instructor, 
252-268 
Capabilities of the Navy, 259-260 
Rivalry with the Argentine Army in the late 1940s-early 1950s, 260-261 
Falklands War in 1982, 260 
 

Arkansas, USS (BB-33) 
Midshipman cruise to Europe in 1930, 23-25 

 
Armed Forces Staff College, Norfolk, Virginia 

McCampbell was in the first class of students in 1946, 229 
Curriculum and joint-service training in the late 1940s, 244-251 
McCampbell’s role on the staff as assistant intelligence officer in the late 1940s, 250 

 
Army, U.S. 

Training at Camp Meade, Maryland, in the 1920s, 5-6 
Role in nuclear weapons storage in the early 1950s, 229-230, 283-284 

 
Arrighi, Commander Norman L., Supply Corps, USN 

Served in the late 1960s as supply officer of the aircraft carrier Bon Homme Richard 
(CVA-31), 351 

 
Atlantic City (New Jersey) Naval Air Station 

Site of training in 1943-44 of Fighting Squadron 15 (VF-15), 111-117, 314 
 
Awards, Naval 

In early 1945 McCampbell received the Medal of Honor and toured the country, 
221-227, 300-301 
Public appearances and other events over the years that resulted from McCampbell’s 
Medal of Honor, 232-244, 271-272 

 
Baroja, Commander Pio 

Argentine naval officer whom McCampbell befriended in the late 1940s, 253-258, 
264-268, 275 

 
Beakley, Lieutenant Commander Wallace M., USN (USNA, 1924) 

As air group commander of the aircraft carrier Wasp (CV-7) in the early 1940s, 81, 
83-84, 106 
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Beckmann, Lieutenant Alcorn G., USN (USNA, 1931) 
In September 1942 was executive officer of the destroyer Farenholt (DD-491) when 
she rescued survivors from the aircraft carrier Wasp (CV-7), 105-106 

 
Berlin, Germany 

Work of the Joint Staff’s Plans Division in connection with Berlin in the early 1960s, 
354-355 

 
Bermuda 

Visited by the aircraft carrier Wasp (CV-7) during Neutrality Patrol in 1941, 71-72. 
94 

 
“Betty” (Japanese Bomber) 

Attacked by U.S. fighters in operations in 1944, 18-19, 135, 177, 213-215 
 
Bogan, Vice Admiral Gerald F., USN (USNA, 1916) 

Served as ComAirLant in the late 1940s, 230 
 
Bombs/Bombing 

By planes from Air Group 15 of the aircraft carrier Essex (CV-9) in 1944, 141-142, 
207-208, 311 

 
Bon Homme Richard, USS (CVA-31) 
 Deployment to the Western Pacific in early 1959, 338-343 
 Operations off the West Coast in mid-1959, 343-344, 348-349 
 Deployment to the Western Pacific in late 1959-early 1960, 344, 349-352 

The ship got under way unexpectedly early while in Pearl Harbor on 7 December 
1959, 344-346 
Collisions in 1959, 338-341, 345 
Nuclear weapons on board, 340, 342 
Enlisted men in the crew, 1959-60, 346-348 
Commander Naval Forces Marianas, Rear Admiral William Erdmann, smuggled 
liquor to the United States on board the ship in 1959-60, 349-351 
In the late 1950s the air group included F11F Tigers, 363-364 
 

Bradley, Captain Willis W., Jr., USN (USNA, 1907) 
In the mid-1930s commanded the heavy cruiser Portland (CA-33), 34, 36, 44 

 
Brewer, Lieutenant Commander Charles W., USN 

Served in 1944 as commanding officer of Fighting Squadron 15 (VF-15), 119, 
136-138, 179-181 

 
Brown, Vice Admiral Charles R., USN (USNA, 1921) 

In late 1944 served as chief of staff to Rear Admiral Frederick Sherman, Commander 
Task Group 38.3, 300-301 
Commanded the Sixth Fleet, 1956-58, 300-304, 306, 319-321, 325-326 
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Browning, Captain Miles R., USN (USNA, 1918) 
In 1943-44 served as the first commanding officer of the aircraft carrier Hornet 
(CV-12), 112, 119-122, 129-130, 137, 140-141 

 
Bunker Hill, USS (CV-17) 

Took Air Group 15 back to the United States in late 1944 after its combat 
deployment, 220-221 

 
Burnham, Ensign W. T., USNR 

McCampbell’s wingman who was killed by antiaircraft fire during an attack on 
Marcus Island in May 1944, 148-149 
 

Callaghan, Commander Daniel J., USN (USNA, 1911) 
In the mid-1930s was executive officer of the heavy cruiser Portland (CA-33), 41, 
45 

 
Camp Meade, Maryland 

Site of Army training in the 1920s, 5-6 
 
Carrier Aircraft Service Unit (CASU) 

Support of Air Group 15 in the aircraft carriers Hornet (CV-12) and Essex (CV-9) in 
1944, 111, 120 

 
Carter, President James E., Jr. (USNA, 1947) 

McCampbell’s impressions of as President, 242-244 
 
Cassady, Commander John H, USN (USNA, 1919) 

Served in the early 1940s as air officer of the aircraft carrier Wasp (CV-7), 85 
 
Chitose (Japanese Aircraft Carrier) 

Attacked by U.S. carrier planes on 25 October 1944, during the Battle of Leyte Gulf, 
207 

 
CinCNELM 

In the mid-1950s exercised command over the U.S. Sixth Fleet, 304, 319, 321-322 
 
Clifton, Lieutenant (junior grade) Joseph C., USN (USNA, 1930) 

Service in the late 1930s in Fighting Squadron Four (VF-4), 55, 59, 61 
 
Collins, Lieutenant John J., USNR 

Pilot from the aircraft carrier Essex (CV-9) who was wounded in May 1944 and 
given relatively safe assignments after that, 192, 315 

 
Collisions 

Between the aircraft carrier Wasp (CV-7) and the destroyer Stack (DD-406) in 
March 1942, 94 
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Between the fleet oiler Severn (AO-61) and a destroyer in 1958, 338 
The aircraft carrier Bon Homme Richard (CVA-31) and a fleet oiler in 1959, 
338-339 
The Bon Homme Richard and a small freighter in 1959, 340-341 
The Bon Homme Richard and a tugboat in 1959, 345 
 

Communications 
Use of radio by planes from the aircraft carrier Essex (CV-9) in 1944, 132, 139, 
165-166 

 
Congress, U.S. 

Involvement in McCampbell’s appointment to the Naval Academy in 1929, 11 
 
Connally, John B. Jr. 

Served on board the aircraft carrier Essex (CV-9) in World War II and was later 
Secretary of the Navy and Governor of Texas, 145-146 

 
Cuba 

Guantánamo Bay was the site of training for Fighting Squadron Four (VF-4) in the 
late 1930s, 62 
The crew of the fleet oiler Severn (AO-61) was trained at Guantánamo in 1958, 
329-330 
In the early 1960s the Joint Staff developed contingency plans for Cuba, 352-353 

 
D4Y “Judy” 

Japanese dive-bomber that operated against U.S. Navy forces in 1944, 179 
 
Davis, Vice Admiral William V., Jr., USN (USNA, 1924) 

Commanded the aircraft carrier Franklin D. Roosevelt (CVB-42), 1950-51, 275, 277, 
279-280 
Served 1956-58 as DCNO (Air), OP-05, 325-326 

 
Denton, Lieutenant Jeremiah A., Jr., USN (USNA, 1947) 

In the mid-1950s experimented with dispersed formations for Sixth Fleet operations, 
302-303, 320 

 
Dew, Lieutenant Commander Irwin L., USN (USNA, 1933)  

In February 1944 was removed as commanding officer of Bombing Squadron 15 
(VB-15) on board the aircraft carrier Hornet (CV-12), 119-121 

 
Dickey, Commander Fred Clinton, USN 

Served as executive officer of the aircraft carrier Wasp (CV-7) in the early 1940s, 83, 
103 

 
Doyle, Lieutenant Austin K., USN (USNA, 1920) 

On the Naval Academy staff in the early 1930s, 17, 21 
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Drane, Commander William M., USN (USNA, 1930) 
In February 1944 was removed as Commander Air Group 15 (CAG-15) on board the 
aircraft carrier Hornet (CV-12), 119-120 

 
Duncan, Lieutenant Commander George E., USN 

Fighter pilot who flew from the aircraft carrier Essex (CV-9) in 1944, 135 
 
Einstein, Professor Albert 

In the early 1950s declined to have a building at the Technical Training Center in 
Jacksonville named for him, 290 

 
Eisenhower, President Dwight D. (USMA, 1915) 

As NATO Supreme Allied Commander in the early 1950s visited the aircraft carrier 
Franklin D. Roosevelt (CVB-42), 241 
As President, 242 

 
Emrick, Captain Paul E., USN (USNA, 1932) 

In 1944 was navigator and mess treasurer of the aircraft carrier Essex (CV-9), 
187-188 
In 1959 served as chief of staff to Commander Carrier Division Three, 342-343 

 
Enlisted Personnel 

On board the aircraft carrier Essex (CV-9) in 1944, 162-163, 217-218, 316-317 
In the aircraft carrier Franklin D. Roosevelt (CVB-42) in the early 1950s, 282 

 At the Naval Air Technical Training Center in Jacksonville, 1953-54, 286-294 
On board the fleet oiler Severn (AO-61) in the late 1950s, 330-335 
In the crew of the aircraft carrier Bon Homme Richard (CVA-31) in 1959, 346-348 

 
Erdmann, Rear Admiral William L., USN (USNA, 1924) 

As Commander Naval Forces Marianas, smuggled liquor to the United States in 
1959-60, 349-351 
 

Essex, USS (CV-9) 
Combat operations in 1944 with Air Group 15, 123-211, 227, 273-274, 307-314, 316 
Enlisted men on board the ship in 1944, 162-163, 217-218, 316-317 
Hit by kamikaze in 1944, 227 
Lack of cleanliness in World War II, 281 
 

F3F  
Grumman fighter flown by Fighting Squadron Four (VF-4) in the late 1930s, 55-68 
Flown by Captain John Reeves of the aircraft carrier Wasp (CV-7) in 1940, 77-81 

 
F4F Wildcat 

Landing characteristics, 113 
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F6F Hellcat 
Used in Fighting Squadron 15 (VF-15) in 1943-44, 113, 307-310 
Combat operations in 1944 from the aircraft carrier Essex (CV-9), 123-126, 137-138, 
141-150, 160-164, 171-220, 273-274, 307-314 
Nicknames of McCampbell’s planes, 126 

 
F8F Bearcat 
 Hot new Grumman fighter that McCampbell flew shortly after World War II, but not 

in combat, 271-273 
 
F9F/F9F-6/8 Cougar 

Grumman fighter that provided jet training for McCampbell in the mid-1950s, 
297-298, 337 
Pilot killed in the mid-1950s while testing an F9F, 299 

 
F11F Tiger 

Formed a stunt team in the air group of the aircraft carrier Bon Homme Richard 
(CVA-31) in the late 1950s, 363-364 

 
Fairbanks, Lieutenant (junior grade) Douglas E., Jr., USNR 

Actor who served for a time in 1942 as a reserve officer on board the aircraft carrier 
Wasp (CV-7), 93 

 
Farenholt, USS (DD-491) 

Rescued survivors from the sinking of the aircraft carrier Wasp (CV-7) in September 
1942, 104-107 

 
Felt, Admiral Harry D., USN (USNA, 1923) 

Briefly commanded the Sixth Fleet in 1956, 300, 305-306, 319 
As CinCPac in 1959, 344-345 

 
Fighting Squadron Four (VF-4) 

Operations in 1938-40 from the aircraft carrier Ranger (CV-4), 55-68 
 
Fighting Squadron 15 (VF-15) 

Training of in 1943-44 in preparation for combat, 111-120, 126-127, 129-130 
Equipped with F6F Hellcats, 112-113 

 
Flight Training 

As Pensacola in 1937-38, 26, 47-54 
 
Foltz, Lieutenant (junior grade) Ralph E., USNR 

Flew as part of Air Group 15 in the aircraft carrier Essex (CV-9) in 1944, 213-214 
 
Formosa 
 U.S. carrier air operations in the area in 1944, 195-196 
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Fort Campbell, Kentucky 
Role in nuclear weapons storage in the early 1950s, 229-230, 283-285 

 
France 

The Sixth Fleet flagship Salem (CA-139) was home-ported in Villefranche in the late 
1950s, 320-321 

 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, USS (CVB-42) 
 Visited in the early 1950s by General of the Army Dwight Eisenhower, 241, 277 
 Nuclear weapons on board in the early 1950s, 241, 277 

Sixth Fleet operations in the early 1950s, 241, 277-280, 282 
East Coast operations and overhaul in the early 1950s, 281-283 
Enlisted crewmen in the early 1950s, 282 

 
Freeman, Captain Charles Lawrence, USN (USNA, 1927) 

Served in the mid-1950s as Sixth Fleet chief of staff, 305 
 
Fuller, Lieutenant (junior grade) Harold D., USN (USNA, 1934) 
 Served in the aircraft carrier Wasp (CV-7) in the early 1940s, 76-77 
 
Germany 

Work of the Joint Staff’s plans division in connection with Berlin in the early 1960s, 
354-355 

 
Goldwater, Barry M. 

As a student at Staunton Military Academy in the 1920s, 3-7 
 
Gregg, Walter 

Enlisted pilot who flew from the aircraft carrier Wasp (CV-7) in the early 1940s and 
became a landing signal officer, 73 

 
Grumman Aircraft Corporation 

Paid expenses for McCampbell to stay in New York City after his combat exploits of 
1944, 221-222 
Visited by McCampbell in early 1945, 224, 227 
 

Guadalcanal 
Support of by the aircraft carrier Wasp (CV-7) in August-September 1942, 96-100 

 
Guam 

Air operations in the vicinity during the summer of 1944 by planes from the aircraft 
carrier Essex (CV-9), 128-129, 182-183, 311 
Visited by the aircraft carrier Bon Homme Richard (CVA-31) in late 1959, 349-352 
Commander Naval Forces Marianas, Rear Admiral William Erdmann, smuggled 
liquor to the United States in 1959-60, 349-351 
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Guantánamo Bay, Cuba, Naval Base 
Site of training for Fighting Squadron Four (VF-4) in the late 1930s, 62 
Site of training for the crew of fleet oiler Severn (AO-61) in 1958, 329-330 

 
Gunnery—Naval 
 Shooting by the .50-caliber machine guns of the F6F Hellcat during combat in 1944, 

172-174, 309-310, 313-314 
 
Hall, Rear Admiral Grover Budd H., USN (USNA, 1921) 

Served as air group commander when the aircraft carrier Wasp (CV-7) was 
commissioned in 1940, 74-76 
In 1959 was ComFAir Hawaii, 344-346 

 
Harrill, Rear Admiral William K., USN (USNA, 1914) 

During part of 1944 served as Commander Task Group 58.4 with his flag in the 
aircraft carrier Essex (CV-9), 170-171, 177 

 
Hawaii 

In early 1944 pilots of Air Group 15 did training flights from Pu’unēnē Naval Air 
Station on the island of Maui, 126-127, 141, 148, 314-315 
The aircraft carrier Bon Homme Richard (CVA-31) got under way unexpectedly 
early while in Pearl Harbor on 7 December 1959, 344-346 

 
Hipp, Ensign Jacob E., USNR 

Officer who abandoned the aircraft carrier Wasp (CV-7) after she had been 
torpedoed in September 1942, 102 

 
Hong Kong 

Visited by the aircraft carrier Bon Homme Richard (CVA-31) in 1959, 342-343 
 
Hornet, USS (CVS-12) 

Shakedown training near Bermuda in early 1944, 119, 129-132, 140 
Air group training in Hawaii in 1944, 140-141 
Shot at planes from the aircraft carrier Essex (CV-9) during the Battle of Leyte Gulf 
in October 1944, 204 

 
Houston, USS (CA-30) 

As President in the mid-1930s, Franklin Roosevelt made a fishing trip in the ship, 
37-39 

 
Iceland 

U.S. Navy ships escorted convoys to Reykjavik early in World War II, 88 
 
Intelligence 

Role of combat intelligence officers in Air Group 15 in 1944, 154-157, 169 
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Ise (Japanese Battleship) 
Attacked by U.S. carrier planes on 25 October 1944, during the Battle of Leyte Gulf, 
207 

 
Iwo Jima 

Attacks on by Air Group 15 from the aircraft carrier Essex (CV-9) in June 1944, 
173-175 

 
Jackson, Rear Admiral Andrew M., Jr., USN (USNA, 1930) 

Served in 1959-60 as Commander Carrier Division Three, 343-344, 348-349 
 
Japan 

In 1959 the aircraft carrier Bon Homme Richard (CVA-31) collided with a small 
freighter in the Inland Sea of Japan, 340-341 
Visits to various Japanese ports in 1959 by the Bon Homme Richard, 342 

 
Japanese Aircraft 

In combat against Americans in 1944, 18-19, 129, 135, 142-144, 152-153, 156, 
161-162, 167, 171-172, 177-180, 194-197, 202, 213-214 

 
Japanese Navy 

Target of air actions on 25 October 1944, during the Battle of Leyte Gulf, 206-209 
 
Joint Staff 

Work of the plans division in the early 1960s, 352-357 
 
Jones, Lieutenant (junior grade) Robert F., USN (USNA, 1931) 

Aviator in the mid-1930s in the heavy cruiser Portland (CA-33), 34-35 
 
Kamikazes 

Use of by the Japanese in the Battle of Leyte Gulf in October 1944, 142-143, 
146-147, 218 
Hit the aircraft carrier Essex (CV-9) in late 1944, 227 

 
Kane, Lieutenant Commander William R., USN (USNA, 1933) 

Pilot who was shot down during the Marianas campaign in June 1944, 184-185 
 
Kennedy, President John F. 

Events connected with his inauguration in January 1961, 236-239 
McCampbell met Kennedy at receptions in the early 1960s, 240-241 
 

Kernodle, Commander Michael H., USN (USNA, 1921) 
Served as air officer of the aircraft carrier Wasp (CV-7) at the beginning of World 
War II, 79, 85 

 
King, Fleet Admiral Ernest J., USN (USNA, 1901) 
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Had a natatorium in Jacksonville named for him in the early 1950s, 289-290 
 
Kivette, Vice Admiral Frederick N., USN (USNA, 1925) 

As Commander Seventh Fleet in 1959, reviewed collisions involving the aircraft 
carrier Bon Homme Richard (CVA-31), 339, 341 

 
Klinsmann, Commander George Otto, USN (USNA, 1933) 

As Commander Air Group Four, was lost in action on 15 January 1945, 124-125 
 

Konrad, Lieutenant (junior grade) Edmond G., USN (USNA, 1932) 
Served as LSO in the aircraft carrier Wasp (CV-7) in the early 1940s, 69-70, 72-74 
In 1942-43 ran pilot training at Cecil Field in Jacksonville, 109 

 
Lake Champlain, USS (CVS-39) 

Refueled from the fleet oiler Severn (AO-61) in 1958, 330 
 
Lambert, Lieutenant Commander Valdemar G., USN  

Commanded Torpedo Squadron 15 (VT-15) on board the aircraft carrier Essex 
(CV-9) in 1944, 132-133, 207, 273-274 

 
Landing Signal Officers 

McCampbell’s service in the aircraft carrier Wasp (CV-7), 1940-42, 69-100 
In 1942-43 McCampbell ran the landing signal officer school in Melbourne, Florida, 
66-67, 69, 109-110 
 

Langley, USS (CVL-27) 
McCampbell landed on board after his successful mission of 24 October 1944 in the 
Battle of Leyte Gulf, 203-205 

 
Lebanon 

Relationship with the U.S. Sixth Fleet in the late 1950s, 321-322, 324-325, 332-333 
 
Lee, Captain Fitzhugh, USN (USNA, 1926) 

Was one of McCampbell’s flight instructors in the late 1930s, 47 
In World War II was executive officer of the aircraft carrier Essex (CV-9), 281 
Commanded the aircraft carrier Franklin D. Roosevelt (CVB-42), 1951-52, 279-280, 
341 

 
Lentz, Lieutenant August W., USN (USNA, 1926) 
 Served in the aircraft carrier Wasp (CV-7) in the early 1940s, 78-79 
 Killed when the ship sank in September 1942, 79 
 
Lexington, USS (CV-16) 

Actions against the Japanese in 1944, 166-168, 185-186, 200, 206, 208, 215-216 
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Leyte Gulf, Battle of 
Participation in by Air Group 15 from the aircraft carrier Essex (CV-9), 139, 
142-147, 192-193, 198-209, 218 
Role of U.S. submarines, 198-199 
Use of kamikazes by the Japanese in the battle, 142-143, 146-147 
On 24 October 1944 McCampbell and his wingman Roy Rushing shot down 15 
Japanese planes between them, 142-145, 160-161, 199-206, 218, 300-301 
Activities of Air Group 15 against the Japanese on 25 October 1944, 164-167, 
192-193, 206-210 

 
Libya 
 Site of Wheelus Air Force Base in the 1950s, 323 
 
Litch, Captain Ernest W., USN (USNA, 1920) 

Navigator of the aircraft carrier Ranger (CV-4) in the late 1930s, 65 
During World War II was involved in naval aviation training at Jacksonville, Florida, 
65-66 
Commanded the aircraft carrier Lexington (CV-16) in 1944-45, 66 

 
Long Island, USS (CVE-1) 

In late 1943 was used for carrier qualifications for the pilots of Air Group 15, 118, 
126 
 

Malta  
 Delivery in 1942 by the aircraft carrier Wasp (CV-7) of British Spitfires to the 

Mediterranean, destined for Malta, 80, 90-94 
 
Marcus Island 

Attacked by planes from the aircraft carrier Essex (CV-9) in May 1944, 123-125, 
148-149, 153-154, 192, 315 

 
Mariana Islands 

Support of the U.S. invasion in 1944 by Air Group 15 from the aircraft carrier Essex 
(CV-9), 147-148, 152, 154-155, 172, 176-185, 187-188, 190, 314 
Commander Naval Forces Marianas, Rear Admiral William Erdmann, smuggled 
liquor to the United States in 1959-60, 349-351 
 

Marianas Turkey Shoot 
 Actions by Air Group 15 from the aircraft carrier Essex (CV-9) on 19 June 1944, 

147-148, 172, 179-182, 187-188 
 
McCaffree, Captain Burnham C., USN (USNA, 1926) 

Commanded the aircraft carrier Wasp (CV-18) in 1952, 293-294 
Commanded Jacksonville Naval Air Station in the early 1950s, 291, 294 
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McCain, Captain John S., USN (USNA, 1906) 
Commanded the aircraft carrier Ranger (CV-4), 1937-39, 61, 63 

 
McCampbell, Captain David, USN (Ret.) (USNA, 1933) 

Parents, 1-2, 4, 9, 11, 45, 225-227, 268-270 
Wives, 23, 36-37, 44, 249, 262, 266, 325, 368 
Daughter Frances (Mrs. Stewart Ring), 64, 266, 366, 367 
Son David P., 261, 366-367 
Son John C., 261, 366-368 

 Boyhood in Alabama and Florida, 1910s and 1920s, 1-3 
 Prep school in Staunton, Virginia, late 1920s, 2-8 
 One year at Georgia Tech, 1928-29, 8-10 
 As a Naval Academy midshipman, 1929-33, 9, 11-27 
 Civilian work, 1933-34, 27-28 
 Duty in 1934-37 in the heavy cruiser Portland (CA-33), 29-46 

Flight training at Pensacola in 1937-38, 26, 47-54 
From 1938 to 1940 served with Fighting Squadron Four (VF-4), based on the aircraft 
carrier Ranger (CV-4), 54-68 
From 1940 to 1942 was landing signal officer of the aircraft carrier Wasp (CV-7), 
69-109 
In 1942-43 ran the landing signal officer school in Melbourne, Florida, 66-67, 69, 
109-111 
Served as commanding officer of Fighting 15 (VF-15) in 1943-44, 111-120 
Commanded Air Group 15 in 1944, 18-19, 121-211, 273-274, 307-318 
In early 1945 received the Medal of Honor and toured the country, 221-227 
Public appearances and other events over the years that resulted from McCampbell’s 
Medal of Honor, 232-244, 271-272 
Served 1945-46 at Oceana Naval Air Station as representative of ComFairQuonset, 
228-232, 271-272 
In 1946-48 was a student and then a staff member at the Armed Forces Staff College, 
229, 244-252 
From 1948 to 1951 was senior aviation advisor to the Argentine Navy, 252-268 
Served as executive officer of the Franklin D. Roosevelt (CVB-42) in 1951-52, 241, 
275-283 
Served 1952-53 on the staff of Commander Aircraft Atlantic, 229-230, 283-286 

 Commanded the Naval Air Technical Training Center in Jacksonville, 1953-54, 
286-294 

 From 1954 to 1956 served as flight test coordinator at the Naval Air Test Center, 
Patuxent River, Maryland, 294-299 

 Served 1956-58 as operations officer on the staff of Commander Sixth Fleet, 
299-306, 318-326 

 Commanded the fleet oiler Severn (AO-61), 1958-59, 325-338 
 Commanded the aircraft carrier Bon Homme Richard (CVA-31), 1959-60, 338-352, 

363-364 
 Served 1960-62 in the plans division of the Joint Staff, 352-357 
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 Served 1962-64 on the staff of the North American Air Defense Command in 
Colorado Springs, 357-362 

 Activities after retiring from active duty in 1964, 362-369 
 
McCandlish, Commander Benjamin V., USN (USNA, 1909) 

In the mid-1930s was executive officer of the heavy cruiser Portland (CA-33), 41 
 
McCorkle, Lieutenant (junior grade) Francis D., USN (USNA, 1926) 
 Service in the mid-1930s in the heavy cruiser Portland (CA-33), 32-33 
 
McDonald, Commander David L., USN (USNA, 1928) 

During World War II was involved in naval aviation training at Jacksonville, Florida, 
65-66, 151 
Served in 1944 as executive officer of the aircraft carrier Essex (CV-9), 151, 221, 
281, 316 
 

McFall, Commander Andrew C., USN (USNA, 1916) 
 In the late 1930s was executive officer of the aircraft carrier Ranger (CV-4), 64-65 
 
Medal of Honor 
 In early 1945 McCampbell received the Medal of Honor and toured the country on 

behalf of the Navy, 221-227, 300-301 
 Public appearances and other events over the years that resulted from McCampbell’s 

Medal of Honor, 232-244, 271-272 
 
Melbourne, Florida, Naval Air Station 

Site of landing signal officer school in World War II, 66-67, 69, 109-110 
 
Miller, Rear Admiral George H., USN (USNA, 1933) 
 As a Naval Academy midshipman n the early 1930s, 24 
 
Millett, Lieutenant Charles R., USNR (USNA, 1922) 
 Survived the sinking of the aircraft carrier Wasp (CV-7) in September 1942, 108 
 
Mini, Lieutenant Commander James H., USN (USNA, 1935) 
 Commanded Bombing Squadron 15 (VB-15) in 1944, 121-122, 133, 196-197, 

217-218 
 
Mitchell, Ensign John J., USN (USNA, 1942) 

Badly wounded in the sinking of the aircraft carrier Wasp (CV-7) in September 
1942, 106 

 
Mitscher, Vice Admiral Marc A., USN (USNA, 1910) 
 While commanding the Fast Carrier Task Force during 1944 operations against the 

Japanese, met with McCampbell, 185-186 
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Morehouse, Rear Admiral Albert K., USN (USNA, 1922) 
 Commanded Fighting Squadron Four (VF-4) in the late 1930s, 56, 59 
 Helped McCampbell while serving in Norfolk in 1950, 267 
 
Morris, Lieutenant Bert DeWayne Jr., USNR 
 Movie actor who was a fighter pilot in Fighting Squadron 15 (VF-15) during World 

War II, 114-115, 188, 206 
 
Morocco 

Port Lyautey Naval Air Station provided support for the Sixth Fleet in the 1950s, 
229-230, 275-276, 323-325 

  
Nall, Ensign Raymond L, USNR 
 Served in Air Group 15 during operations from the aircraft carrier Essex (CV-9) in 

1944, 180 
 
“Nate” (Japanese Fighter) 

Actions against U.S. aircraft in 1944, 194-195 
 
Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland 

Plebe summer in 1929, 12-13 
 Academics in the late 1920s-early 1930s, 9, 14 
 Discipline in the late 1920s-early 1930s, 13-14 
 Athletics, 15-18 
 Professional training, including summer cruises, 20-26 
 Only half the class of 1933 was commissioned on graduation, 20, 26-27 
 In 1948 McCampbell made a trip to the academy that indirectly resulted in his 

father’s death, 268-270 
 The Naval Academy Museum declined to exhibit a bust of McCampbell while he 

was still alive, 268-270 
 
Naval Air Technical Training Center, Jacksonville, Florida 

Role of in 1953-54, 286-294 
 
Naval Air Test Center, Patuxent River, Maryland 

Different types of testing during the mid-1950s, 294-299 
 

Naval Aviation Museum, Pensacola, Florida 
 Agreed to exhibit a bust of McCampbell that the Naval Academy Museum declined 

to put on display in the late 1940s, 268-270 
 
Navigation 
 Direction finding by carrier pilots to find their way back to their ships during World 

War II, 131 
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Negros, Philippine Islands 
 Site of air operations by pilots from the aircraft carrier Essex (CV-9) in 1944, 135, 

194 
 
Neville, Captain Lawrence R., USN (USNA, 1933) 
 Served as an observer for training of the crew of the fleet oiler Severn (AO-61) in 

1958, 329-330 
 
Night Operations 
 By Fighting Squadron Four (VF-4) from the aircraft carrier Ranger (CV-4) in the 

late 1930s, 67-68 
 
North American Air Defense Command 
 Role in the early 1960s in preparing for possible Soviet attack, 357-362 
 
Noyes, Rear Admiral Leigh, USN (USNA, 1906) 
 Was embarked in the aircraft carrier Wasp (CV-7) in the summer of 1942, 75, 96, 

104 
 
Nuclear Weapons 
 Logistics of supplying weapons to the Sixth Fleet in the early 1950s, 229-230 
 On board the Franklin D. Roosevelt (CVB-42) in the early 1950s, 241, 277, 283-286 
 On board the aircraft carrier Bon Homme Richard (CVA-31) in the late 1950s, 340 
 
Ofstie, Vice Admiral Ralph K., USN (USNA, 1919)  

Commanded the aircraft carrier Essex (CV-9) from November 1943 to August 1944, 
139, 151, 177, 210-211 

 Commanded the Sixth Fleet in 1955-56 and left prematurely because of cancer, 305, 
318-319, 322 

 
Okinawa 

U.S. carrier air operations in the area in 1944, 197-198 
 
Olds, Colonel Robin, USAF (USMA, 1943) 

In the mid-1950s ran the Weapons Proficiency Center at Wheelus Air Force Base in 
Libya, 323 

 
Ormoc Bay, Philippines 

Strike operations against the Japanese in November 1944 by planes of Air Group 15 
from the aircraft carrier Essex (CV-9), 166, 215-216 

 
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii 
 Site of failed eye exams for potential naval aviators in 1936, 39-40 

The aircraft carrier Bon Homme Richard (CVA-31) got under way unexpectedly 
early while in Pearl Harbor on 7 December 1959, 344-346 
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Pensacola, Florida, Naval Air Station 
 Site of flight training in 1937-38, 47-54 
 
Personnel 
 Abundance of U.S. naval officers in the years shortly after World War II, 231 
 
Philippine Islands 
 Air operations in the area in 1944, 18-19, 135, 155-156, 194-195, 198-210, 212-214, 

273-274, 300-301 
 
Photo Reconnaissance  
 By Air Group 15 of the aircraft carrier Essex (CV-9) in 1944, 155, 213 
 
Pirie, Rear Admiral Robert B., USN (USNA, 1926) 
 Commanded a carrier task group in the Mediterranean in the mid-1950s, 304 
 
Pittard, Ensign George F., USN (USNA, 1934) 
 Injured while serving in the heavy cruiser Portland (CA-33) in the mid-1930s, 35 
 
Planning 

Air Force plans in the mid-1950s for evacuating U.S. personnel from the 
Mediterranean region, 322 
Work of the Joint Staff’s Plans Division in the early 1960s, 352-357 

 
Portland, USS (CA-33) 
 Operations in the Pacific and Caribbean in the mid-1930s, 31-46 
 Ship’s officers, 32-45 
 Ship’s teams in sports, 46 
 
Port Lyautey, Morocco, Naval Air Station 

Served as a support station for the Sixth Fleet in the early 1950s, 229-230, 275-276, 
323-324 

 
Public Relations 

In early 1945 McCampbell received the Medal of Honor and toured the country, 
221-227 
Public appearances and other events over the years that resulted from McCampbell’s 
Medal of Honor, 232-244, 271-272 
 

Pungo Naval Auxiliary Air Station, Virginia Beach, Virginia 
 Site of pre-combat training in 1943 for Fighting Squadron 15 (VF-15), 116-117, 315 
 
Pu’unēnē Naval Air Station, Hawaii 

In early 1944 was the site for training of pilots of Air Group 15, 126-127, 141, 148, 
314-315 
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Racial Issues 
Segregated barbershops at the Technical Training Center, Jacksonville, Florida, in 
the early 1950s, 291-292 

 
Radio 
 Use of by planes from the aircraft carrier Essex (CV-9) in 1944, 132, 139, 165-166 
 
Ramage, Commander Lawson P. (Red), USN (USNA, 1931) 
 Received the Medal of Honor from President Franklin D. Roosevelt in January 1945, 

224-226 
 
Reeves, Captain John W., Jr., USN (USNA, 1911) 
 Served as first commanding officer of the aircraft carrier Wasp (CV-7), 1940-42, 

76-82, 88 
 
Replenishment at Sea 
 By the fleet oiler Severn (AO-61) in 1958, 330-331, 334, 338 
 
Rescue at Sea 

The destroyer Farenholt (DD-491) rescued survivors from the sinking of the aircraft 
carrier Wasp (CV-7) in September 1942, 104-107 

 
Rhodes, Greece 

Visited by the fleet oiler Severn (AO-61) in 1958, 332-333 
 

Rigg, Lieutenant Commander James F., USN 
In 1943-44 served as executive officer and commanding officer of Fighting 
Squadron 15 (VF-15), 111-112, 114, 134, 181 

 
Robertson, Lieutenant Commander Carl J., MC, USN 
 Ship’s doctor in the mid-1930s on board the heavy cruiser Portland (CA-33), 39-40 
 
Rockets 
 Used by pilots of Air Group 15 on board the aircraft carrier Essex (CV-9) in 1944, 

273-274 
 
Roosevelt, President Franklin D. 
 As President in the mid-1930s made a fishing trip in the heavy cruiser Houston 

(CA-30), 37-39 
 Awarded the Medal of Honor to McCampbell and Commander Lawson P. Ramage 

on 10 January 1945, 222-227 
 
Royal Air Force  
 Delivery in 1942 by the aircraft carrier Wasp (CV-7) of British Spitfires to the 

Mediterranean, destined for Malta, 80, 90-94 
 Exercised with the U.S. Sixth Fleet in the mid-1950s, 303, 320 
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Royal Navy 
 Operations in the Mediterranean during the Suez Crisis in 1956, 300 
 
Runyan, Commander Elmo C., USN 
 Warrant officer who abandoned the aircraft carrier Wasp (CV-7) after she had been 

torpedoed in September 1942, 102 
 Served on the ComAirLant staff as an officer following World War II, 231 
 
Rushing, Lieutenant (junior grade) Roy W., USNR 
 Served as McCampbell’s wingman during combat in 1944, 18-19, 142-144, 148-150, 

160-161, 199-206, 212-214, 218, 273-274, 308, 311 
 Left the Navy in 1950, 266-267 
 
Russell, Lieutenant Hawley, USN  
 Served as landing signal officer in the aircraft carrier Wasp (CV-7) in the early 

1940s, 81-82 
 
SB2C Helldiver 
 Flown by Bombing Squadron 15 (VB-15) in 1944, 122, 127 
  
SB2U Vindicator 
 Flown by the aircraft carrier Wasp (CV-7) in the early 1940s, 75 
 Initially was used by Bombing Squadron 15 (VB-15) in 1944 but replaced before 

combat, 122 
 
SNJ Texan 
 Used in flight training at Pensacola in 1937-38, 47, 51, 113 
 Familiarization flight in 1943 by pilots of Fighting Squadron 15 (VF-15). 126 
 
Saipan, Mariana Islands 
 Support of the U.S. invasion in June 1944 provided by Air Group 15 from the 

aircraft carrier Essex (CV-9), 176-178, 184-185 
 
Salem, USS (CA-139) 
 In the mid-1950s served as Sixth Fleet flagship, 301-302, 320-321 
 
San Blas Islands 
 Visited in the mid-1930s by the heavy cruiser Portland (CA-33), 37 
 
Scapa Flow, Orkney Islands 
 Base for the aircraft carrier Wasp (CV-7) while operating with the British Home 

Fleet in the spring of 1942, 78-79, 85-86, 89-90 
 
Schneider, Commander Tony F., USN 
 In 1959 served as executive officer of the aircraft carrier Bon Homme Richard 

(CVA-31), 341, 344, 347 
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Schoech, Rear Admiral William E., USN (USNA, 1928) 
 As Commander Carrier Division Three on board the aircraft carrier Bon Homme 

Richard (CVA-31) in 1959, 338-341 
 
Seligman, Lieutenant Commander Morton T., USN (USNA, 1919) 
 In the late 1930s commanded the air group of the aircraft carrier Ranger (CV-4), 64 
 
Semmes, Lieutenant (junior grade) Benedict J., Jr., USN (USNA, 1934) 
 Served in the aircraft carrier Wasp (CV-7) in the early 1940s, 76-77, 99 
 
Severn, USS (AO-61) 
 Shipyard period in New York City in 1958, 326-329, 331 
 Operations off the East Coast in 1958-59, 327-332, 336-338 
 Enlisted crew members in the late 1950s, 330-335 
 Officers in the crew in the late 1950s, 334 
 Deployment to the Mediterranean in 1958, 331-334 
 Ship handling, 336-338 
 Collision with a destroyer in the late 1950s, 338 
 
Shea, Lieutenant Commander John J., USN 

Killed in September 1942 during the sinking of the aircraft carrier Wasp (CV-7), 86, 
221 

 
Sherman, Captain Forrest P., USN (USNA, 1918) 
 Commanded the aircraft carrier Wasp (CV-7) from May 1942 until her sinking in 

September of that year, 96, 104, 107 
 Served as Chief of Naval Operations, 1949-51, 275-276, 278 
 
Sherman, Rear Admiral Frederick C., USN (USNA, 1910) 

Commanded Task Group 38.3 during the Philippine campaign in 1944, 189-190, 
199-201, 216 

 
Ship Handling 
 On board the fleet oiler Severn (AO-61) in the late 1950s, 336-337 
 
Sixth Fleet, U.S. 
 Logistics of supplying nuclear weapons to the fleet in the early 1950s, 229-230, 277, 

283-286 
 Vice Admiral Ralph Ofstie left the fleet command in 1956 because of cancer, 305, 

322 
 Vice Admiral Harry Don Felt briefly commanded the fleet in 1956, 300, 305-306, 

319 
 Vice Admiral Charles R. Brown as fleet commander, 1956-58, 300-304, 306, 319, 

321, 325-326 
 Experiments in the late 1950s with dispersed formations, 302-303 

Villefranche, France, was the homeport of the fleet flagship in the 1950s, 320-321 
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Ship maintenance and repair, 321-322 
Various crises in the mid-1950s, including Suez, Jordan, and Lebanon, 321-322, 
332-333 
 

Slack, Ensign Albert C., USNR 
 Combat operations in 1944 as part of Air Group 15 in the aircraft carrier Essex 

(CV-9), 145 
 
Smith, Commander Daniel F. Jr., USN (USNA, 1932) 
 Commanded Air Group 20 of the aircraft carrier Enterprise (CV-6) in 1944, 199, 

206, 215-216 
 
Smith, Commander Donald F., USN (USNA, 1921) 
 Served as navigator in the aircraft carrier Wasp (CV-7) in the early 1940s, 79-80 
 
Smith, Ensign James A., USN (USNA, 1933) 
 As a Naval Academy midshipman, 18 
 Flew a floatplane from the heavy cruiser Portland (CA-33) in the mid-1930s, 35, 42 
 
Smith, Pilot Officer Jerrold Smith, RCAF 
 Spitfire pilot who made an unusual landing on board the aircraft carrier Wasp (CV-7) 

in the spring of 1942, 90-94 
 
Snowden, Lieutenant Commander Ernest M., USN (USNA, 1932) 
 Commanded Scouting Squadron 72 (VS-72) on board the aircraft carrier Wasp 

(CV-7) in 1942, 97-98 
 
Spain 
 McCampbell visited Barcelona and Valencia in 1951 in connection with Sixth Fleet 

duty, 275-276 
 
Spitfire 

British fighter plane delivered to Malta by the aircraft carrier Wasp (CV-7) in 1942, 
80, 90-94 

 
Squantum, Massachusetts, Naval Air Station 
 Base for the air group of the aircraft carrier Wasp (CV-7) when she was first in 

commission in 1940, 77-78 
 
Staunton Military Academy, Staunton, Virginia 
 As a boys’ prep school in the late 1920s, 2-8 
 
Stillman, Major General Robert M., USAF (USMA, 1935) 

Attended Armed Forces Staff College in the late 1940s, later commanded Sheppard 
Air Force Base in the 1950s, 251-252 

 



 22 

Swimming and Diving 
 McCampbell’s prowess, 3-4, 10, 15-17, 33 
 At the 1932 Olympic Games, 28-29 
 Crew members of the aircraft carrier Wasp (CV-7) in the water after their ship was 

torpedoed in September 1942, 101-105 
 
Switzer, Lieutenant Commander Wendell G., USN (USNA, 1921) 
 Commanded Fighting Squadron Four (VF-4) in the late 1930s, 56, 59 
 As Chief of Naval Tactical Training in Memphis in the early 1950s, 287, 290-291 
 
Test Pilots 

At the Naval Air Test Center, Patuxent River, Maryland, in the mid-1950s, 294-299 
 

Thach Weave 
 Used in 1944 by pilots of Fighting Squadron 15 (VF-15), 126-129 
 
Training 
 At the Naval Academy in the early 1930s, including summer cruises, 20-26 

Flight training at Pensacola in 1937-38, 26, 47-54 
Landing signal officer school in Melbourne, Florida in 1942-43, 66-67, 69, 109-110 
Training of Fighting Squadron 15 (VF-15) in 1943-44 in preparation for combat, 
111-120 
In the mid-1940s McCampbell was at Oceana Naval Air Station to train air groups, 
228-230 

 Role of the Naval Air Technical Training Center in Jacksonville, 1953-54, 286-294 
Post-shipyard training for the crew of fleet oiler Severn (AO-61) in 1958, 329-330 
 

Turner, Lieutenant Commander Frank, USN (USNA, 1927) 
In the early 1940s commanded Scouting 72 (VS-72), based on board the aircraft 
carrier Wasp (CV-7), 77, 87-88 

 
Ulithi Atoll, Caroline Islands 

Fleet anchorage for the aircraft carrier Essex (CV-9) and other warships between 
operations in 1944, 218-220 

 
VF-4 

See:  Fighting Squadron Four (VF-4) 
 
VF-15 

See:  Fighting Squadron 15 (VF-15) 
 
Villefranche, France 

Homeport of the Sixth Fleet flagship in the 1950s, 320-321 
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Wasp, USS (CV-7) 
 Operations in the Atlantic in 1940-42, including Neutrality Patrol, 69-81, 86-89, 94 
 Collision with the destroyer Stack (DD-406) in March 1942, 94 
 Operations with the British Home Fleet in 1942, 85-86, 89-90 
 Delivery in 1942 of British Spitfires to the Mediterranean, destined for Malta, 80, 

90-94 
 Operations in the Pacific in mid-1942, 95-99 
 Sinking of on 15 September 1942, 78-79, 83-84, 99-108 
 
White, Byron R. “Whizzer” 

Supreme Court justice who served on the staff of Vice Admiral Marc Mitscher 
during World War II, 312-313 

 
Wieber, Captain Carlos W., USN (USNA, 1918) 
 Commanded the aircraft carrier Essex (CV-9) in 1944-45, 189-190, 201 
 
Winters, Commander T. Hugh Jr., USN (USNA, 1935) 

During World War II commanded the air group of the aircraft carrier Lexington 
(CV-16) and afterward wrote a book about his experiences, 66, 167-168, 200, 216, 
307, 312, 315-317 
Officer detailer in the late 1950s, 337 
 

Wright, Lieutenant (junior grade) Spencer D., USN 
In 1942 served in Scouting Squadron 71 (VS-71) on board the aircraft carrier Wasp 
(CV-7), 101 

 
Yugoslavia 

Visited by the Sixth Fleet flagship Salem (CA-139) in the mid-1950s, 324-325 
 
Zero/”Zeke” 

See:  A6M Zero (Japanese Fighter) 
 




