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Alcohol
During the late 1920s and early 1930s some Naval Academy midshipmen availed
themselves of a speakeasy in Annapolis, 22

Ammon, Lieutenant William B., USN (USNA, 1923)
Did a fine job in the early 1930s while serving in the communication department of
the battleship Oklahoma (BB-37), 27-28

Bureau of Naval Personnel, Arlington, Virginia
Record-keeping function in the years following World War II, 42-43; selection of
officers for command, 45

Columbia Preparatory School, Washington, D.C.
Run by a man named Shadman, it had a fine program in the 1920s for preparing
young men to enter the Naval Academy and Military Academy, 2-3, 9

Communications
On board the battleship Oklahoma (BB-37) in the early 1930s, 27-28

Dessez, Captain John H. S., USN (USNA, 1909)
Served in the late 1930s as chairman of electrical engineering and physics at the
Naval Academy, 12, 38

Discipline
During the late 1920s and early 1930s some Naval Academy midshipmen ran afoul
of rules and regulations, 21-22

Fire Control
In the 1930s McCain devised methods for aiming torpedoes and submarine deck
guns, 44-45

Gunnery-Naval
In the 1930s McCain developed a method for firing deck guns on submarines, 44-45

Holloway, Admiral James L. III, USN (USNA, 1943)
Assessment by Admiral John S. McCain, Jr., of Holloway’s tenure in the mid-1970s
as Chief of Naval Operations, 18

Leadership
McCain’s philosophy on, 13-14, 36-37



McCain, Admiral John S., USN (Ret.) (USNA, 1906)
Various naval duties during the boyhood of his son, John, Jr., 1, 4-5; personal
qualities of, 5-6; last visit with his son on board the submarine tender Proteus
(AS-19) in September 1945 in Tokyo Bay, 5-6; death of on 6 September 1945, 6;
encouraged his son to play golf, 15-16; career advice to his son, 29

McCain, Admiral John S., Jr., USN (Ret.) (USNA, 1931)

Parents of, 1, 4-6, 15-16, 22, 29; boyhood and education of in the 1910s and 1920s,
1-4; personal qualities of, 5; last visit with his father on board the submarine tender
Proteus (AS-19) in September 1945 in Tokyo Bay, 5-6; spent 1927-31 as a
midshipman at the Naval Academy, 7-26; concern about personal honor, 9-11,
18-19, 24; delivered the 1970 graduation address at the Naval Academy, 13;
philosophy on leadership, 13-14; served from 1968 to 1972 as Commander in Chief
Pacific, 20-21; son John S. McCain III was a prisoner of war in Vietnam, 21; rapid
pulse disqualified him from flight training, 26-27; service from 1931 to 1933 in the
crew of the battleship Oklahoma (BB-37), 27-28, 30; in the late 1930s served as a
physics instructor at the Naval Academy, 28-29, 38-41; as a student in 1933 at
submarine school, 32-33; duty in the late 1940s in the Bureau of Naval Personnel,
42,45

McCain, Captain John S. III, USN (Ret.) (USNA, 1958)
Spent the period from 1967 to 1973 as a prisoner of war in Vietnam, 21

Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland

Training program in the 1927-31 period for midshipmen, 7-11; hazing, 8-9;
academics in the 1920s and 1930s, 12, 28-29, 38-41; McCain delivered the 1970
graduation address at the academy, 13; in the 1970s the academy ended compulsory
chapel attendance for midshipmen, 14-15; athletics in the late 1920s, 15; summer
cruises, 16-19; disciplinary problems, 21-22; during the late 1920s and early 1930s
some midshipmen availed themselves of a speakeasy in Annapolis, 22; social life for
midshipmen, 23; training of midshipmen in writing and in public speaking, 25

Nimitz, Fleet Admiral Chester W., USN (USNA, 1905)
Interest in submarines and submariners while serving in World War II as
Commander in Chief Pacific Fleet, 37-38

Oklahoma, USS (BB-37)
Shipboard communication department in the early 1930s, 27-28; operation of aircraft
catapults, 28; junior officers’ mess, 30; operations of the ship in the early 1930s,
30-31

Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, Naval Base
In the early 1930s its facilities were limited in scope, 31



Personnel
Record-keeping function in the Bureau of Naval Personnel in the years following
World War 11, 42-43; selection of officers for command, 45

Prisoners of War
From 1967 to 1973 John S. McCain III was a prisoner of war in Vietnam, 21

Proteus, USS (AS-19)
Submarine tender that on 2 September 1945 served as the site of a meeting between
Vice Admiral John S. McCain and his son, John, Jr., 5-6

Religion
Compulsory chapel attendance ended in the 1970s for Naval Academy midshipmen,
14-15

S-45, USS (SS-156)
Submarine that operated out of Hawaii in the mid-1930s, 31, 35-38

Shadman School
See: Columbia Preparatory School, Washington, D.C.

Soviet Navy
Rise in power and capability in the 1960s and 1970s, 24-25

Submarines
Curriculum to train prospective submariners in the early 1930s at the submarine
school in New London, 32-33; development in the 1930s of fleet-type boats, 34-36;
in the 1930s McCain developed devices for firing torpedoes and shipboard guns,
44-45

Submarine School, New London, Connecticut
Curriculum to train prospective submariners in the early 1930s, 32-33

Thomson, Professor Earl W.
Known by the nickname “Slipstick Willie,” he taught for many years at the Naval
Academy, 38

Torpedoes
In the 1930s McCain devised a gadget for firing torpedoes from submarines, 44

Training
Curriculum for students at submarine school in the early 1930s, 32-33



Vietnam War
As Commander in Chief Pacific from 1968 to 1972, McCain often visited U.S.
forces that were in country in Vietnam, 20; McCain’s views on the war, 20-21 John
S. McCain III was a prisoner of war in Vietnam, 21

Zumwalt, Admiral Elmo R., Jr., USN (USNA, 1943)
His reforms as Chief of Naval Operations in the early 1970s did not sit well with
many senior officers, 18





