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Index to the Oral History of 
Rear Admiral Ernest M. Eller, U.S. Navy (Retired) 

Abelson, Dr. Philip H. 
Work in the late 1940s in developing nuclear power for the U.S. Navy, 841, 1099-
1100 

Air Force, U.S. 
Was an opponent of the Navy in defense unification in 1949, 853-864 

Albany, USS (CA-123) 
Midshipman training cruise to Europe in the summer of 1951, 983-995 
Deployment to the Sixth Fleet in 1951 and return home, 995-1008 
Recovery of pilots from the aircraft carrier Franklin D. Roosevelt (CVB-42) in 1951, 
995 
In 1952 participated in cold-weather operational tests near Greenland, 1008-1014 
Ship handling, 1005, 1012, 1015-1016 
Training of officers and crew in 1951-52, 1014-1016 
Relationship with the city of Albany, New York, 1016-1017 

Albion, Dr. Robert G. 
Harvard professor who served from 1943 to 1950 as Assistant Director of Naval 
History, 1055, 1089-1090 

Algeria 
Algiers visited by the heavy cruiser Albany (CA-123) in 1951, 1005-1006 

Allard, Dr. Dean C. 
In the 1960s and 1970s headed the operational archives section of the Naval History 
Division/Naval Historical Center, 903, 1060-1061, 1070, 1101, 1111 

American Ordnance Association 
An outgrowth of the Army Ordnance Association, it embraced the Navy shortly after 
World War II, 843 

Anderson, Eugenie 
Served 1949-53 as U.S. Ambassador to Denmark, 989 

Antarctica 
In the late 1950s Rear Admiral Richard Byrd’s family donated his Antarctica 
material to the Naval History Division, 1084 

Antiair Warfare 
The training ship Utah (AG-16) participated in a war game against the Army Air 
Corps in 1937, 864-865 
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Antiaircraft practice by heavy cruiser Albany (CA-123) in the summer of 1951, 983, 
988, 991-992 
 

ARAMCO (Arabian American Oil Company) 
Role in Saudi Arabia in the early 1950s, 888, 900, 905, 931, 933-938, 944-947, 959, 
962 

 
Army Air Corps, U.S. 

Participated in a war game against the Navy in 1937, 864-865 
 
Austin, Rear Admiral Bernard L., USN (USNA, 1924) 

Served from 1952 to 1954 as director of the International Affairs Division of the 
Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, 1019, 1024, 1027 

 
Austria 

Part of 1949 planning for the establishment of the military part of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization, 872 

 
Bahrain 

Operation of the Bahrain Petroleum Company in 1950, 884, 888, 900 
In the late 1940s-early 1950s served as a base for the Middle East Force flagship, 
905, 934-935, 941, 954, 962, 966-967 
Local sheikhs in 1950, 906-907, 941-943 

 
Barnard, Rear Admiral Geoffrey, Royal Navy 

In 1950 commanded the Indian Navy, 891 
 
Bayer, Colonel William L., USA (USMA, 1926) 

In 1949 was part of a U.S. delegation that went to Europe to plan the military 
organization for the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, 869, 872, 875 

  
Beirut, Lebanon 

Site of a 1951 meeting concerning the Trans-Arabian Pipeline, 968-969 
 
Blandy, Admiral William H. P., USN (USNA, 1913) 

Contender to be Chief of Naval Operations in 1947 but not selected, 845-846, 
871-872 

 
Bolger, Rear Admiral Joseph F., USN (USNA, 1921) 

In 1951, as CinCNELM chief of staff, accompanied Admiral Robert Carney on a 
tour of the Middle East, 962, 966, 980 

 
Bombay, India 
 Local living conditions in 1950, 890-892 
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Boone, Rear Admiral Walter F., USN (USNA, 1921) 
In the early 1950s was chief of staff to CinCNELM, 980 
Served 1954-56 as Superintendent of the Naval Academy, 1046-47 

 
Bradley, General of the Army Omar N., USA (USMA, 1915) 

As Army Chief of Staff, 1947-49, 848, 852, 867, 870-871, 873 
Served as Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 1949-53, 876-877 

 
Briner, Captain Richard R., USN (USNA, 1930) 

Commanded the seaplane tender Greenwich Bay (AVP-41), 1949-50, 892-893, 908, 
929 

 
Brown, Vice Admiral Charles R., USN (USNA, 1921) 

As Sixth Fleet Commander in the 1950s welcomed historian Allan Nevins, 1104-
1105 
 

Brown, John Nicholas 
Served as Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Air shortly after World War II, 840 

 
Buchanan, Captain Charles A., USN (USNA, 1926) 

In 1951 accompanied Admiral Robert Carney on a tour of the Middle East, 962-963, 
966 

 
Bucknell University, Lewisburg, Pennsylvania 

Eller’s role in the mid-1950s in working with the engineering department, 1052-1058 
 
Burke, Rear Admiral Arleigh A., USN (USNA, 1923) 

In the early 1950s participated in negotiations to end the Korean War, 1020-1022 
As Chief of Naval Operations in the 1950s strongly supported the establishment of a 
Navy museum in Washington, 1074 

 
Byrd, Rear Admiral Richard E., USN (Ret.) (USNA, 1912) 

In the late 1950s his family donated his Antarctica material to the Naval History 
Division, 1084 

 
Canada 

U.S. Navy ships visited Halifax, Nova Scotia, in early 1952, 1011-1012 
 
Cannes, France 

The heavy cruiser Albany (CA-123) visited in 1951, 999-1000 
 
Caribbean Command, U.S. 

Based in Panama, in the late 1940s, under Lieutenant General Matthew Ridgway, 
USA, 861 
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Carney, Admiral Robert B., USN (USNA, 1916) 
As CinCNELM toured the Middle East in 1951, 961-967, 981 

 Served 1951-53 as Commander in Chief Allied Forces Southern Europe 
(CinCSouth), 999 

 
Ceylon 

In 1951 Colombo was the site of a conference on South Asia and Southeast Asia 
affairs, 971 
Local landscape and population in 1951, 971-975, 977-978 
Trincomalee was the base in 1951 for the British East India Force, 977-978 
 

Chapelle, Howard I. 
Author who argued that the relic ship Constellation in Baltimore was no longer a 
frigate, 1079-1080 

 
Chiang Kai-shek 

For many years was the leader of Nationalist China, which was ousted from the 
mainland in 1949, 856-859 

 
China 

Communist takeover of the mainland in 1949, leading to the establishment of the 
Republic of China on Taiwan, 856-859 

 
Civil War 

Activities in the 1950s-60s on the part of Naval History Division in observance of 
the war’s centennial, 1085-1086 

 
Clark, William Bell 

Editor of the series Naval Documents of the American Revolution, 1080, 1092-1098, 
1111, 1114 

 
Codd, Colonel Leo A., USA 

Involvement with the American Ordnance Association in the late 1940s, 843 
 
Cold-Weather Operations 

In 1952 the heavy cruiser Albany (CA-123) participated in operational tests near 
Greenland, 1008-1014 

 
Collisions 

In January 1952 the attack transport Mellette (APA-56) collided with the attack 
cargo ship Vermillion (AKA-107), 1010-1011 

 
Colombo, Ceylon 

In 1951 was the site of a conference on South Asia and Southeast Asia affairs, 
971-975 
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Communism 
Involvement in U.S. labor unions during the 1940s, 859-860 
The 1947 Truman Doctrine was designed to support nations threatened by 
Communism, 851 
Takeover of mainland China in 1949, leading to the establishment of the Republic of 
China on Taiwan, 856-859 
In the late 1940s Eller wrote papers on the Soviet Union and Communism for the 
National War College, 860-861 
Negotiating tactics during the Korean War, 1020-1021 

 
Congress, U.S. 

Held hearings in 1949 on unification of the services, 877 
 
Conolly, Admiral Richard L., USN (USNA, 1914) 

Served in the late 1940s as CinCNELM, 875-876, 882, 903, 905, 930 
In the 1960s did an oral history with Columbia University, 1105 

 
Constellation, USS (IX-20) 

Arguments in 1950s about her legitimacy as a frigate, 1079-1081 
 
Crenshaw, Captain Edmund A., USNR (Ret.) (USNA, 1912) 

Supported the preservation of the cruiser Olympia at Philadelphia as a museum ship, 
1083-1084 

 
Crete 
 Visited by the heavy cruiser Albany (CA-123) in 1951, 1002-1004 
 
Crommelin, Captain John G. Jr., USN (USNA, 1923) 

As a student at the National War College in the late 1940s was concerned about the 
future of naval aviation, 863 

 
Cutter, Captain Slade D., USN (USNA, 1935) 

In the late 1950s headed the Navy Museum in Washington, 1085 
 
Defense Department 

Creation of the department in 1947 led to ensuing attempts to curtail naval aviation 
and the Marine Corps, 844, 852-853, 863, 880 
Restructuring of the department in the early 1950s increased bureaucracy, 1024-1027 

 
Denfeld, Admiral Louis E., USN (USNA, 1912) 
 Served as Chief of Naval Operations, 1947-49, 845, 867-877 
 Personality, 869-871 
 
Denmark 
 Visited by the heavy cruiser Albany (CA-123) in the summer of 1951, 987-989, 991 
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Dingwell, Captain John E., USN (Ret.) 
Frustrated biographer of Admiral Harold R. Stark, 1090-1091 

 
Drones 

Flown from the heavy cruiser Albany (CA-123) in the summer of 1951 for 
antiaircraft practice, 983, 991-992 

 
Duncan, Admiral Donald B., USN (USNA, 1917) 

As Vice Chief of Naval Operations in the early 1950s developed a plan for Defense 
Department reorganization, 1025-1026  
Role in enabling Eller to become Director of Naval History in 1956, 1058, 1060 

 
Duxbury Bay, USS (AVP-38) 

In early 1951 became flagship of the U.S. Middle East Force, 967-968, 971 
 
Dyer, Vice Admiral George C., USN (Ret.) (USNA, 1919) 

Wrote biographical books on Admiral James O. Richardson and Admiral Richmond 
Kelly Turner, 1105-1106 

 
Eckberg, Captain Herbert F., USN (Ret.) (USNA, 1927) 

Upon retirement from active duty in 1956, joined the faculty of Bucknell University, 
1057 

 
Egypt 

Landscape, people, and importance of the Nile River in 1950, 884-886, 928 
Resentment in 1950 of British control, 886 

 
Eisenhower, President Dwight D. (USMA, 1915) 

Served 1951-52 as NATO Supreme Allied Commander Europe, 874, 999 
 
Elkomin, USS (AO-55) 

Fleet oiler that made transatlantic crossing in 1951, 992, 1007 
 
Eller, Rear Admiral Ernest M., USN (Ret.) (USNA, 1925) 

Wife Agnes, 837, 864, 880-882, 982, 995, 1051-1052, 1059, 1093, 1095, 1104 
Sons, 880, 995, 1059, 1092, 1099-1100 
Suffered for years from chronic back pain and eventually retired on disability, 
878-879, 1024, 1034-1038, 1059 
Served 1946-48 an the Navy’s Director of Public Information, 832-844, 861 

 In 1948-49 was a student at the National War College, 846-867 
 Served 1949-50 in the strategic plans division on the Joint Staff of the Joint Chiefs of 

Staff, 867-881 
 Commanded the Middle East Force, 1950-51, 883-981 
 In 1951-52 commanded the heavy cruiser Albany (CA-123), 982-1018 
 From 1952 to 1954 served as the Assistant Director, International Affairs Division of 

OpNav, 1019-1030 
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 Retirement from active duty in 1954 for medical reasons, 1035 
 Prolific as a writer and speaker following his 1954 retirement, 1037-1052, 1113, 

1116-1117 
 Role at Bucknell University in the mid-1950s, 1046, 1052-1058 
 Served from 1956 to 1970 as Director of Naval  History, 1059-1118 
 
Enterprise, USS (CV-6) 
 Scrapped in the 1950s, despite Admiral William Halsey’s efforts to save her, 1079 
 
Eritrea 
 Strategic importance in the early 1950s, 928-931 
 
Ethiopia 
 Relationship with Eritrea in the early 1950s, 929-931 
 
Evans, Major General Vernon, USA (USMA, 1915) 

Chief of the U.S. Military Mission with the Iranian Army, 1948 to 1951, 912 
 
Felt, Captain Harry D., USN (USNA, 1923) 

In the early 1950s served as Commander Middle East Force, 980-981 
 
Fluckey, Commander Eugene B., USN (USNA, 1935) 

Medal of honor submariner who served after World War II as aide to Fleet Admiral 
Chester Nimitz, 1117 

 
Forrestal, James V. 
 Role as Secretary of the Navy in the post-World War II period, 835, 837-838, 841, 

844 
 Secretary of Defense from 1947 to 1949, 844, 853, 866, 1027 
 
France 

Part of 1949 planning for the establishment of the military part of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization, 872 
The heavy cruiser Albany (CA-123) visited Cannes in 1951, 999-1000 

 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, USS (CVB-42/CVA-42) 

Two of the ship’s pilots were rescued at sea in 1951 by a helicopter from the heavy 
cruiser Albany (CA-123), 995 

  
Furer, Rear Admiral Julius A., USN (Ret.) (USNA, 1901) 

In the 1950s wrote a book on the administrative history of the Navy in World War II, 
1089 

 
Germany 

Berlin blockade, 1948-49, 856 
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Part of 1949 planning for the establishment of the military part of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization, 873 
U.S. occupation forces in 1949, 873-874 

 
Gibraltar 
 Visited by the heavy cruiser Albany (CA-123) in 1951, 1006-1007 
 
Grady, Henry F. 

Served as U.S. Ambassador to Iran, 1950-51, 894, 913-914, 922, 935, 960-961 
 
Grant, Major General Ulysses S. III, USA (Ret.) (USMA, 1903) 

From 1957 to 1961 headed the Civil War Centennial Commission, 1086-1087 
 
Great Britain 
 Involvement with Palestine/Israel over the years, 854-855 
 Part of 1949 planning for the establishment of the military part of the North Atlantic 

Treaty Organization, 870, 872 
 Cooperation between the Royal Navy and Foreign Office in maintaining the British 

Empire over the years, 1033-1034 
 
Greece 

Visited by the battleship Missouri (BB-63) in 1946, 851 
 Piraeus visited by the heavy cruiser Albany (CA-123) in 1951, 1000-1001, 1005 
 
Greene, General Wallace M., Jr., USMC (USNA, 1930) 
 Served as Commandant of the Marine Corps, 1964-67, 1103, 1110 
 
Greenland 

In 1951 the heavy cruiser Albany (CA-123) participated in operational tests near 
Greenland, 1008-1014 

 
Greenwich Bay, USS (AVP-41) 
 In 1950 served as flagship of the Middle East Force, 888-889, 892-893, 905-908, 

928-930 
 
Gruenther, Major General Alfred M., USA (USMA, 1917) 
 In the later 1940s was Deputy Commandant of the National War College and later 

Director of the Joint Staff, 846-847, 867-869, 871, 875-876 
 Served as NATO Supreme Allied Commander Europe, 871 
 
Guadalcanal 
 CNO Chester Nimitz’s proclamation on the invasion’s fifth anniversary in 1947, 839 
 
Gunnery-Naval 

Antiaircraft practice by heavy cruiser Albany (CA-123) in the summer of 1951, 983, 
988, 991-992 
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Shore bombardment of Corsica and Algeria by the Albany in 1951, 999-1000 
 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 

Visited by U.S. Navy ships in early 1952, 1011-1012 
 
Hart, Parker T. 
 In 1950 was consul general in Dharan, Saudi Arabia, later served as ambassador, 

887-888, 906-907. 927 
 
Headden, Captain William R., USN (USNA, 1925) 
 U.S. naval attaché in Egypt in 1950, 884-885 
 
Heffernan, Rear Admiral John B., USN (Ret.) (USNA, 1917) 
 Served as Director of Naval History from 1946 to 1956, 1055, 1059, 1064, 1087-

1088-1090, 1112 
 
Henderson, Loy 
 Foreign service officer who was U.S. ambassador to India, 1948-51, 889, 894, 972 
 
Hensel, The Hon. Struve 
 Role in the early 1950s in reorganization of the Defense Department, 1025-1027 
 
Hill, Vice Admiral Harry W., USN (USNA, 1911) 
 As Commandant of the National War College, 1946-49, 846-847 
 
Holloway, Vice Admiral James L. Jr., USN (USNA, 1919) 
 In 1947 was a guest on board the yacht Sea Cloud, former IX-99 in the Navy, 837 
 Served 1950-53 as Commander Battleship-Cruiser Force Atlantic Fleet, 983, 987, 

989, 991-992, 995, 1012, 1017-1018 
 
Hooper, Vice Admiral Edwin B., USN (USNA, 1931) 
 Served 1970-76 as Director of Naval History, 1098-1099 
 
Huie, William Bradford 
 Author who wrote biased articles against the Navy for The Reader’s Digest in 1949, 

863-866 
 
Ibn Saud, King 
 As ruler Saudi Arabia in the late 1940s-early 1950s, 883, 905-906, 932-933, 946, 

963-967 
 
India 
 Contact in 1950 between U.S. officials and those of India, 889-890, 897, 901-903 
 Local living conditions in 1950, 890-892, 975-980 
 Indian Navy still commanded by British officers in 1950s, 891 
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Iran 
 Spheres of influence for various nations in the late 1940s, 849-850, 855, 922 
 U.S. military mission to the country in the late 1940s-early 1950s, 850, 912-914 
 Strategic importance in 1950, 883-884, 922, 925-926, 960-961 
 Description of the landscape/seascape and inhabitants in 1950, 903-904, 911-926, 

935-937, 954, 956-960 
 Prime Minister Razmara served from 1950 until his assassination in 1951, 921-923, 

961, 980 
Concern in the mid-1950s about the supply of oil from Iran, 1038-1040 

 
Iraq 
 Strategic importance in 1950, 883-884 

Description of the landscape and inhabitants in 1950, 925, 954-958 
 
Israel 
 Established as a nation in 1948 and immediately recognized by the United States, 

854-855 
 
Istanbul, Turkey 

Visited by the battleship Missouri (BB-63) in 1946, 850-851 
Site of a 1951 conference on defenses in the Middle East and Mediterranean, 
967-968 

 Visited by the heavy cruiser Albany (CA-123) in 1951, 1003-1004 
 

Italy 
 In 1950 Rome was the site of a State Department conference concerning possible 

evacuation of Americans from the Middle East, 926-928 
Naples visited by the heavy cruiser Albany (CA-123) in 1951, 997-999 

 
Jackson, Captain Paul, USN (USNA, 1923) 
 In the early 1950s served as U.S. naval attaché in Pakistan, 894 
 
Jefford, Rear Admiral James W., Royal Navy 

In 1950 commanded the Pakistani Navy, 895 
 
Johnson, Louis A. 
 As Secretary of Defense in 1949-50 pursued an anti-Navy and anti-Marine Corps 

agenda, 853, 866, 870-871, 880 
 
Joint Chiefs of Staff 

Planning in 1949-50 for the military organization of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization, 868-876 
 

Joint Research and Development Board 
 Involvement in development work in the late 1940s, 839-843 
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Jones, John Paul 
 Revolutionary War hero whose 200th birthday the Navy celebrated in 1947, 836 
 In the 1950s the Naval History Division published a popular lithograph of Jones, 

1071 
 
Joy, Vice Admiral C. Turner, USN (USNA, 1916) 

In the early 1950s participated in negotiations to end the Korean War, 1020 
 
Khalifa, Salman bin Hamad Al  

Ruler of Bahrain from 1941 until his death in 1961. 941-943 
 
Khan, Liaquat Ali 
 As Prime Minister of Pakistan, 1951-53, 895-899, 901-903, 923 
 
Knox, Commodore Dudley W., USN (Ret.) (USNA, 1896) 
 Long-time naval historian and curator, 1089 
 
Korean War 
 Began in 1950 with invasion of South Korea, 880-881 
 Persian Gulf oil supported U.S. Navy ships operating off Korea in the early 1950s, 

900, 905, 908, 935 
 Soviet and Red China participation, 947-948, 1021-1022 
 Negotiations that led to the armistice in July 1953, 1019-1020 
 
Kuwait 

Description of the landscape and inhabitants in 1950, 938-940 
 

Labor Unions 
 Communist involvement in U.S. unions in the 1940s, 859-860 
 
Leahy, Fleet Admiral William D., USN (USNA, 1897) 
 In 1947 influenced the selection of Admiral Louis Denfeld as Chief of Naval 

Operations, 845, 872 
 
Leave and Liberty 
 For the crew of the Middle East Force flagship in the early 1950s, 941, 977 
 For the crew of the heavy cruiser Albany (CA-123) in 1951-52, 989, 996, 999-1000, 

1011-1012 
 
Lebanon 
 Beirut was the site of a 1951 meeting concerning the Trans-Arabian Pipeline, 968-

969 
 
Lee, Vice Admiral Fitzhugh, USN (USNA, 1926) 

Commanded the aircraft carrier Franklin D. Roosevelt (CVB-42), 1951-52, 995, 
1003-1004 
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In the 1950s helped round up historical on the cruiser Memphis, 1081 
 

LeMay, Major General Curtis E., USAF 
 In the late 1940s served as the Air Force’s Deputy Chief of Staff for Research and 

Development, 840 
 
Lemnitzer, General Lyman L., USA (USMA, 1921) 
 Deputy Commandant of the National War College, 1947-49, 846-847 
 
Lisbon, Portugal 
 Visited by the heavy cruiser Albany (CA-123) in 1951, 996 
 
Loon Missiles  

Former German V-1 rockets were used as Loon missiles by the U.S. Navy in the late 
1940s, 832 

 
Lovett, Robert A. 

As Secretary of Defense in the early 1950s favored reorganization of the Defense 
Department, 1025 

 
MacVeagh, Lincoln 

U.S. Ambassador to Portugal from 1948 to 1952, 996 
 
Mansour bin Abdulazia Al Saud 

Served as Saudi Arabia’s Minister of Defense from 1943 to 1951, 930-933 
 
Mao Tse-tung 

Leader of the People’s Republic of China, which ousted the Republic of China from 
the mainland in 1949, 857-858 

 
Marine Corps, U.S. 

The creation of the Defense Department in 1947 led to ensuing attempts to curtail the 
Marine Corps, 852-853 

 
Marshall, General of the Army George C., USA 

Special U.S. envoy to China shortly after the end of World War II, 856-858 
 
Mason, Dr. John T. Jr. 

In the 1960s began doing naval oral histories for Columbia University, 1105 
Later moved to the Naval Institute, 1109-1110, 1117 

 
Maury, USS (AGS-16) 

Surveying ship that operated in the Persian Gulf in the early 1950s, 908, 943-944, 
948 
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McKnew, Thomas W. 
As Secretary of the National Geographic Society in 1951, visited the heavy cruiser 
Albany (CA-123), 1006-1008, 1041 

 
Medical Problems 

Eller suffered for years from chronic back pain and eventually retired on disability, 
878-879, 1034-1038, 1059 

 
Mediterranean Sea 

In 1946 the battleship Missouri (BB-63) visited various Mediterranean nations, 850 
Exercises and port visits involving the heavy cruiser Albany (CA-123) in 1951, 996-
1007 
In the early 1950s Eller spoke in Washington, D.C., about the history of naval 
operations in the Mediterranean, 1030-1033 

 
Mellette, USS (APA-56) 

In January 1952 collided with the attack cargo ship Vermillion (AKA-107), 1010-
1011 

 
Middle East Force, U.S. 

Contact in the early 1950s with India, 889-892, 901-903, 961, 975-980 
Contact in the early 1950s with Pakistan, 894-903, 974 
Contact in the early 1950s with Saudi Arabia, 900, 906-911, 930-940, 961-967 
Contact in the early 1950s with Iran, 850, 883-884, 903-904, 908-909, 911-926, 935-
937, 954, 956-961 
Contact in the early 1950s with Iraq, 925, 954-958, 961 
Contact in the early 1950s with Eritrea, 928-929 
Contact in the early 1950s with Kuwait, 938-940 
Contact in the early 1950s with Muscat, 948-950 
Contact in the early 1950s with Syria, 968-970 
Contact in the early 1950s with Ceylon, 971-977 
Persian Gulf oil supported U.S. Navy ships operating off Korea in the early 1950s, 
900, 905, 908, 935 
 

Midway, USS (CVB-41) 
Firing of V-2 rocket from the aircraft carrier in 1947, 836-837 

 
Mills, Vice Admiral Earle W., USN (USNA, 1918) 

As Chief of the Bureau of Ships after World War II, was involved in the 
development of nuclear power, 841 

 
Milne, Cecil P. 

As Assistant Secretary of the Navy in the late 1950s lent support to a naval museum 
in Washington, 1075-1076 
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Missiles 
 Loon was the first U.S. submarine-launched missile in 1947, 832 

Testing of the Regulus I in the 1950s, 832-833 
Firing of V-2 rocket from the aircraft carrier Midway (CVB-41) in 1947, 836-837 
Development of the Terrier surface-to-air missile in the late 1940s, 842-843 

 
Missouri, USS (BB-63) 

In 1946 visited various Mediterranean nations, 850 
 
Morgan, Dr. William J. 

Historian who was involved in compiling the Naval Documents of the American 
Revolution series, 1062, 1091-1092, 1098, 1111 
 

Morison, Rear Admiral Samuel Eliot, USNR (Ret.) 
Wrote a multi-volume History of United States Naval Operations in World War II, 
1065-1066 

 
Morison, Samuel L. 

Ship specialist who worked in the Naval History Division in 1960s-70s, later arrested 
in 1994, 1073, 1088 

 
Mosaddegh, Mohammed 

Served as Prime Minister of Iran from 1951 until he was ousted by coup in 1953, 
980, 1039   

 
Mullins, Captain Henry Jr., USN (USNA, 1931) 

Commanded the fleet oiler Elkomin (AO-55), 1951-52, 1007 
 
Muscat 

Visited in 1950 by Commander Middle East Force, 948-950 
 
Naples, Italy 

Visited by the heavy cruiser Albany (CA-123) in 1951, 997-999 
 
National Geographic Society 

Thomas W. McKnew, Secretary of the National Geographic Society, visited the 
heavy cruiser Albany (CA-123) in 1951, 1006-1008 

 
National Security Act 

The law, enacted in 1947, created what became the Defense Department, 844 
Amendment in 1949 created the post of Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 871 

 
National War College, Washington, D.C. 

Leadership personnel involved in the 1948-49 class, 846-847 
Program of study in the late 1940s, 847-861 
Field trip for students to visit Panama in the late 1940s, 861 
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In the mid-1950s Eller spoke in at the college on the importance of sea power, 1037-
1038 

 
Naval History Division/Naval Historical Center 

Unrest in the division in the mid-1950s, 1055 
Varied activities from 1956 to 1970, 1059-1118 
Staffing in the 1950s and 1960s, 1059-1062, 1065, 1067-1074 
Ship naming in the 1950s-1970s, 1062-1064 
Washington-area naval museums, 1064-1065, 1071, 1074-1077 
Dictionary of American Naval Fighting Ships series began in the 1950s, 1064, 1073, 
1087-1088, 1111-1114 
Samuel Eliot Morison series on World War II, 1065-1066 
Collection of artifacts and preservation of ships as museums, 1064, 1076-1083, 
1115-1116 
Research and publication of the series Naval Documents of the American Revolution, 
1080, 1090-1098, 1104, 1111, 1114-1115 
Activities in the 1950s-60s in observance of the Civil War Centennial, 1085-1087, 
1111 
Coverage of the Vietnam War, 1100-1103, 1110-1111 
Involvement with oral history, 1104-1007 
Publication of booklets on various topics, 1108, 1111 
 

Naval Research Laboratory 
Began working on nuclear power shortly after the end of World War II, 841 

 
Naval Reserve, U.S. 
 Recruiting of members in 1946-48, 833-835 
 Flew prominent civilians to shipboard orientation cruises in the late 1940s, 838 
 Value of reservists in the Korean War, 834 
 Reservists beefed up manpower in the 1950s-1960s for the Naval History Division, 

1071-1072, 1075, 1101-1102, 1109 
 
Nehru, Jawaharlal 

Served as India’s first Prime Minister from August 1947 to May 1964, 897, 902-903 
 
Netherlands 
 Visited by the heavy cruiser Albany (CA-123) in the summer of 1951, 990-991 
 
Nevins, Professor J. Allan 
 Pioneer at Columbia University in the field of oral history, 1940s-50s, 1054-1055, 

1091, 1104-1005 
 Research visit to the Sixth Fleet, 1104-1005, 1107 
 For a time gathered material for a biography of Fleet Admiral Chester Nimitz, 1107-

1108 
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Newberry, James N. 
 In the 1960s established P.T. Boats, Inc., 1078 
 
News Media 
 Coverage of a 1947 Chesapeake cruise of the former Navy yacht Sea Cloud (IX-99), 

837- 838 
Author William Bradford Huie wrote biased articles against the Navy for The 
Reader’s Digest in 1949, 863-866 
The heavy cruiser Albany (CA-123) hosted civilian newspapermen during her 1951 
midshipman training cruise, 994-995 

 Opinion on the value of sea power expressed by the editor of the Arizona Daily Star 
in the 1950s, 1034 

 Coverage of the Vietnam War, 1101-1104 
 
Nimitz, Fleet Admiral Chester W., USN (USNA, 1905) 
 Size of his staff while commanding the Pacific Fleet in World War II, 1066-1067 

Served as Chief of Naval Operations, 1945-47, 839, 841, 844-845, 851-852 
In 1953 wrote a letter to the selection board on Eller’s behalf, 1028-1029 
Declined to participate in an oral history but donated historical materials, 1106-1107 
Development of the Nimitz Museum in Fredericksburg, Texas, 1107 
Subject of a biography by E. B. Potter, 1107-1108 
 

Noble, Rear Admiral Albert G., USN (USNA, 1917) 
 Served 1947-50 as Chief of the Bureau of Ordnance, 842-843 
 
Norstad, Major General Lauris, USAF (USMA, 1930) 
 Involved in the post-World War II planning on unification of the services, 877 
 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 

Planning in 1949-50 for the military organization of NATO, 868-876 
 
Nuclear Power Program 
 The U.S. Navy began working on nuclear power shortly after the end of World War 

II, 841, 1099-1100 
 
Nuclear Weapons 
 U.S. use against Japan in 1945, 842  

Effect on U.S. strategy and attitudes in the late 1940s, 833-834, 848-849, 852 
The Soviet Union tested its first atomic bomb in 1949, 848 

 Training in 1950 on U.S. capabilities, 880 
 
Oil 
 Granting of rights in Iran in the late 1940s, 850, 855 
 Persian Gulf oil supported U.S. Navy ships operating off Korea in the early 1950s, 

900, 905, 908, 935 
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Role of ARAMCO in Saudi Arabia in the early 1950s, 888, 900, 905, 931, 933-938, 
944-947, 959 
Concern in 1950-51 on countering a Soviet attempt to control Middle East oilfields, 
945, 947-948, 960, 964 
Concern in the mid-1950s about the supply of oil from Iran, 1038-1039 

 
Oliver, Vice Admiral Geoffrey, Royal Navy 

In the early 1950s commanded the British East India Force, based in Ceylon, 
977-978 

 
Olympia, USS (C-6) 

Preserved as a museum ship at Philadelphia, 1083-1084 
 
Pahlavi, Mohammed Reza 
 As Shah of Iran, late 1940s-early 1950s, 850, 913-914, 922-925, 935, 959-960, 1039-

1040 
 
Pakistan 
 Local conditions in 1950, 893-900 
 Political leadership in the late 1940s-early 1950s, 895-903 
 A Pakistani destroyer visited Saudi Arabia in 1950, 932 
 Military assets in the early 1950s, 974 
 
Panama 

Lieutenant General Matthew B. Ridgway served as Commander in Chief Caribbean 
Command, based in Panama in the late 1940s, 861 
Life in the country in 1949, 861-863 

 
Pastorius, Dr. Johann 

Prussian-born individual who came to the United States in the 1890s, served in the 
Spanish-American War, and later practiced medicine, 1035-1036 

 
Peet, Commander Raymond E., USN (USNA, 1943) 

In the 1950s served as aide to CNO Admiral Arleigh Burke, 1074 
 
Persia 

See Iran 
 
Persian Gulf 
 Persian Gulf oil supported U.S. Navy ships operating off Korea in the early 1950s, 

900, 905, 908 
View of the surroundings from the Middle East Force flagship in 1950, 903-904 

 
Pierce, Colonel James R., USA (USMA, 1922) 
 In 1950 was involved with training Iranian gendarmes, 912-913 
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Planning 
Role of the strategic plans division of the Joint Staff in 1949-50, 867-868 
Planning in 1949-50 for the military organization of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization, 868-876 
Concern in 1950 on countering a Soviet attempt to control Middle East oilfields, 945, 
947-948, 960, 964 
U.S. strategy in the early 1950s concerning South Asia, 972-974 

 
Portugal 
 Lisbon visited by the heavy cruiser Albany (CA-123) in 1951, 996 
 
Post, Marjorie Merriweather 
 In 1947, while married to Ambassador Joseph Davies, hosted a cruise on board her 

yacht Sea Cloud, formerly IX-99 in the Navy, 837-838, 840 
 
PT Boats 
 Establishment of P.T. Boats, Inc., in the 1960s, 1078 
 
Public Relations 
 Role of the Navy Office of Information, 1946-48, 833-844, 861 
 
Qatar 
 U.S. contact with local officials in 1950, 940 
 Description of the landscape in the early 1950s, 941 
 
Radford, Admiral Arthur W., USN (USNA, 1916) 
 As Vice Chief of Naval Operations in 1949, testified to Congress on unification of 

the services, 877-878 
 Worked on his memoir while his papers were stored at the Naval History Division, 

1070 
 
Ramsey, Admiral Dewitt C., USN (USNA, 1912) 

Contender to be Chief of Naval Operations in 1947, 845 
 
Rassieur, Captain William T., USN (USNA, 1923) 
 Commanded the Middle East Force in 1950, 883, 888, 892 
 
Razmara, Haji Ali 
 Iran’s Prime Minister from June 1950 until his assassination in March 1951, 921-

923, 961 
 
Reader’s Digest 

Author William Bradford Huie wrote biased articles against the Navy for the 
magazine in 1949, 863-866 
 



 19 

Recruiting 
For the Naval Reserve in 1946-48, 833-835 

 
Reeves, Vice Admiral John W. Jr. USN (USNA, 1911) 

In the late 1940s commanded the Naval Air Transport Service, 840-841 
 
Regulus Missiles 
 Testing of by the U.S. Navy in the 1950s, 832-833 
 
Remón, José Antonio (Cantera) 
 Head of the National Guard in Panama in the late 1940s, essentially ran the country, 

861-862 
 
Rhee, Syngman 
 Served as President of the Republic of Korea during the Korean War, 1020-1021 
 
Richardson, Admiral James O., USN (Ret.) (USNA, 1902) 
 Worked with Vice Admiral George Dyer on Richardson’s memoir, 1090 
 
Rickover, Captain Hyman G., USN (USNA, 1922) 
 In the late 1940s got involved in the Navy’s nuclear power program, 841-842, 1099-

1100 
 
Ridgway, Lieutenant General Matthew B., USA (USMA, 1917) 
 Army officer who was Commander in Chief Caribbean Command, based in Panama, 

in the late 1940s, 861 
 
Roark, Lieutenant William M., USN (USNA, 1960) 
 Sent a patriotic letter to his wife before being killed over North Vietnam in 1965, 

1111 
 
Rome, Italy 
 In 1950 was the site of a State Department conference concerning possible 

evacuation of Americans from the Middle East, 926-928 
 
Rosenberg, Dr. David A. 
 Burke biographer who worked in the 1960s writing entries for the Dictionary of 

American Naval Fighting Ships, 1088-1089 
 
Royal Navy 
 In the early 1950s Royal Navy officers commanded the navies of India and Pakistan, 

891, 895 
British Force in the Far East in the early 1950s, 977-978 

 Cooperation between the Royal Navy and Foreign Office in maintaining the British 
Empire over the years, 1033-1034 
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Satterthwaite, Joseph C. 
Served as U.S. Ambassador to Ceylon from 1949 to 1953, 973, 977-978 

 
Saudi Arabia 
 Visited by Admiral Richard Conolly in 1946, 883 
 Landscape/seascape description in 1950, 886-887, 900, 903-904, 931-934 

Role of ARAMCO (Arabian American Oil Company) in the early 1950s, 888, 900, 
909-911, 931, 933-940, 944-947, 959 

 U.S. contact with local leaders, 887-888, 906-910, 930-933, 946-947, 961-967 
Construction of the Trans-Arabian Pipeline in the early 1950s, 909-911, 968-970 

 
Sea Cloud, ex-USS (IX-99) 

In 1947, while married to Ambassador Joseph Davies, Marjorie Merriweather Post, 
hosted a cruise on board her yacht formerly IX-99 in the Navy, 837-838 

 
Selection Boards 

In 1952 passed over Eller for rear admiral, 1027-1028 
In 1953 Fleet Admiral Chester Nimitz wrote a letter to the selection board on Eller’s 
behalf, 1028-1029 

 
Shah of Iran 

See:  Pahlavi, Mohammed Reza 
 
Shahin, Vice Admiral Havibollah, Iranian Navy 

As the Navy’s Chief of Staff, visited the United States in the late 1950s, 958 
 
Sherman, Admiral Forrest P., USN (USNA, 1918) 

As DCNO (Operations) shortly after World War II, 841-842, 851, 877-878 
In 1948-49, served as Commander Sixth Task Fleet in the Mediterranean, 851, 
875-876 
Served 1949 as Chief of Naval Operations, 878-880, 982, 1015, 1027 
Death of in July 1951, 1015 

 
Ship Handling 

In the heavy cruiser Albany (CA-123) in 1951-52, 1005, 1012, 1015-1016 
 
Sicily 

Visited by the heavy cruiser Albany (CA-123) in 1951, 997 
 
Sides, Captain John H., USN (USNA, 1925) 
 In 1950-51 commanded the heavy cruiser Albany (CA-123), 982 
 
Sixth Fleet, U.S. 
 Exercises and port visits involving the heavy cruiser Albany (CA-123) in 1951, 996-

1007 
 Role in supporting population around the Mediterranean in the 1950s, 1031 
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 Visited by historian Allen Nevins in the mid-1950s, 1104-1105 
 
Soviet Union 

Tested its first atomic bomb in 1949, 848 
Efforts in the late 1940s-early 1950s to extend the reach of Communism, 849-851, 
896, 922, 925-926, 974, 981 
Support for Arabs in the late 1940s, 855 
Berlin blockade, 1948-49, 856 
In the late 1940s Eller wrote papers on the Soviet Union and Communism for the 
National War College, 860-861 
Support for North Korea in the early 1950s, 881, 947-948, 1023 
Concern in 1950-51 on countering a Soviet attempt to control Middle East oilfields, 
945, 947-948, 960, 964 
Change of power with the death of dictator Joseph Stalin in 1953, 1024 
Efforts in the 1950s to spread its influence, 1032, 1039-1040 
In 1971 Eller published a book titled The Soviet Sea Challenge, 1116 

 
Spruance, Admiral Raymond A., USN (Ret.) (USNA, 1907) 

Subject of a command study/biography by Vice Admiral Emmet Forrestel, 1105-
1106 

 
Stark, Admiral Harold R., USN (Ret.) (USNA, 1903) 

Hesitant about cooperation on his biography, 1090-1091 
 
State Department 

Its personnel participated in National War College programs in the late 1940s, 847, 
857-858 
In 1950 Rome was the site of a State Department conference concerning possible 
evacuation of Americans from the Middle East, 926-928 
 

Stilwell, Lieutenant General Joseph Warren, USA (USMA, 1904) 
Service in China in World War II, 857-858 

 
Stroh, Captain Robert J., USN (USNA, 1930) 

Commanded the small seaplane tender Valcour (AVP-55) in 1950-51, 928, 951, 
1037-1038 

 
Sullivan, John L. 
 Served 1947-49 as Secretary of the Navy, 837-838, 844 
 
Syria 

Construction of a portion of the Trans-Arabian Pipeline in the early 1950s, 969-970 
 

Terrier Missile 
Development work at Inyokern in the late 1940s, 842-843 
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Trans-Arabian Pipeline 
Construction of in the early 1950s, 909-911, 968-970 

 
Trincomalee, Ceylon 

Base in 1951 for the British East India Force, 977-978 
 
Truman, President Harry S. 

Involvement in defense matters in the late 1940s, 848-853, 866, 869-872, 877-878, 
880 
Friendly, outgoing personality, 851-853 
The Truman Doctrine in 1947 was designed to support nations threatened by 
Communism, 851, 868 
Recognition of the nation of Israel in 1948, 854 
Spoofed at the Gridiron Club in Washington in 1951, 982 

 
Turkey 

Visited by the battleship Missouri (BB-63) in 1946, 850-851 
Istanbul was the site of a 1951 conference on defenses in the Middle East and 
Mediterranean, 967-968 

 Visited by the heavy cruiser Albany (CA-123) in 1951, 1003-1004 
 
Turner, Admiral Richmond K., USN (Ret.) (USNA, 1908) 

Subject of a biography by Vice Admiral George Dyer, 1105-1106 
 
Unification 

Creation of the Defense Department in 1947 and ensuing attempts to curtail naval 
aviation and the Marine Corps, 852-853, 863-864, 877-880 
Restructuring of the Defense Department in the early 1950s increased bureaucracy, 
1024-1027 

 
Utah, USS (AG-16) 

Participated in a war game against the Army Air Corps in 1937, 864-865 
 
V-2 Rocket 

Firing of from the aircraft carrier Midway (CVB-41) in 1947, 836-837 
 
Valcour, USS (AVP-55) 

Served as flagship of the U.S. Middle East Force in 1950, 928-930, 934, 950-953 
 
Vandenberg, General Hoyt S., USAF (USMA, 1923) 

Served 1948 to 1953 as Air Force Chief of Staff, 843, 867, 870, 875 
 
Vedel, Vice Admiral Aage Helgesen 

Served as Commander in Chief Royal Danish Navy in the early 1950s, 988, 990 
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Vermilion, USS (AKA-107) 
In January 1952 collided with the attack transport Mellette (APA-56), 1010-1011 

 
Vienna, Austria 

Rundown postwar condition in 1949, 875-876 
 
Vietnam War 

Coverage of the war by the Naval History Division, 1100-1104, 1110-1111 
 
Walsh, Colonel James L., USA (USMA, 1909) 

Involvement with the American Ordnance Association in the late 1940s, 843 
 
Warren, Avra M. 

U.S. Ambassador to Pakistan, 1950-52, 894, 901, 972 
 
Washington Navy Yard 

In the late 1950s became the home of the Navy Museum, 1075-1077 
 
Weather 

A storm struck the French Riviera and the heavy cruiser Albany (CA-123) in 1951, 
1000 
In 1952 the Albany participated in cold-weather operational tests near Greenland, 
1008-1014 

 
Whitehill, Walter M. 

Historian who assisted the Navy in compiling the Naval Documents of the American 
Revolution series, 1091-1092 

 
Wild Goose, HMS 

Flagship of the British Persian Gulf Force in 1951, 980 
 

Winnecker, Rudolph A. 
Taught at the National War College before becoming Chief Historian of the Office of 
the Secretary of Defense in 1949, 862 
 

Yeager, Captain Howard A., USN (USNA, 1927) 
In the late 1940s served as senior aide to Chief of Naval Operations Louis Denfeld, 
869, 871 
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