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RADM van Deurs 

ACORN - an air base unit: p 449. 

USS APPLACHIAN: Becomes flagship for Adm. Oldendorf in Japan, 

p 564. 

ARGOSTOLI: Port in the Aegean Sea - used at one time by CV 

PHILIPPINE SEA and other units of the 6th fleet, p 592-5. 

BATES, Lt. Comdr. Chester - USNR: p 446-9; sent to the U. S 

to form an ACORN (Air Base Unit), p 449; returns with new 

unit to South Pacific, p 451; called to take command of air 

strips on Bougainville, 452—4; p 504. 

BATES, Captain Rafe: Chief of Staff to Adm. Oldendorf - 

relieved by van Deurs, p 527; p 529-30; ordered to PT 

boats in Philippines, p 530; p 532; at the Naval War 

College, p 580-2. 

BELLINGER, VADM Patrick N.: In command of NAS, Norfolk, 

1938 — p 337-8; p 341, p 344, p. 347; Adm. Kimmel asks him to 

work out compromise with Air Force on defense of Pearl 

Harbor, p 343; gets the Air Force general to sign 

a compromise agreement on the defense of Pearl Harbor, 

p 365-6. 

BERNHARD, VADM Alva D.: Commandant, NAS， Corpus Christi, p 373. 

BLACK CATS: Catalina amphibians based on Guadalcanal - 

specially trained for night work and barge hunting, 

p 421-2. 

BLOCK，ADM Claude C.: Commandant, Naval District, p 363; 

p 366, 

BOGA, VADM Gerald Francis: p 586; p 596. 

BOUGAINVILLE: p 416; plans for airstrips on the island, p 420; 
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P 430. 

BRISTOL, VADM Arthur L.: p 354. 

BROWN, ADM Charles R. (Cat):  Ran the MAAG's from London, p 603. 

BROWNING, RADM Miles R.: Intelligence Officer for Adm. Halsey 

(1941) - on committee planning for the defense of Pearl 

Harbor, p 361-2; p 364; p 367-8. 

CARNEY, ADM Robert B,: p 454-5; P 471. 

USS CHENANGO – CVE: converted tanker; van Deurs given command 

(1944)，p 451; p 472—75; Moratai operation – formations, 

p 479-480; operated as unit of 7th fleet for Moratai and 

Leyte operations, p 486-7; missed Leyte Gulf Battle - in 

Moratai picking up spare planes, p 493; object of Kamikaze 

search in Leyte Gulf, p 495; repairs on Bremerton and then 

back to fight, p 498-500;mission to the Solomons to bring 

a convoy of Marines for Okinawa assault, p 501; role in 

Okinawa campaign, p 409; p 512; plane lands by accident first 

day at Kadena airport, p 512-3; with carrier division 

relieved British at Sakishima, p 513; around the clock 

operations, p 515; accident and fire on board，p 515—520; 

continued on duty for additional sixty-six days after 

accident p 521;van Deurs turns over to Felt, new skipper - 

ordered to report to Oldendorf, p 522-3. 

CINC EAST ATLANTIC and Med: van Deurs to London on the, plan- 

ning staff， p 602-3. 

ComAirSOLOMONS: p 426-8; siege nature of Japanese attacks 

on base on Bougainville, p 430; planning procedures, p 436. 
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COM AIR SO PAC: p 400 ff; Van Deurs makes up chart of U. S. 

plane capabilities, p 408-9. 

DAVIS, ADM Arthur C.: Chief of Staff to Adm, Spruance on 

board the BB NEW MEXICO, p 523; p 526; p 536; comes into 

Buckner Bay with his carriers just as typhoon warnings are 

posted - confers with van Deurs, Chief of Staff to Oldendorf, 

p 551-2. 

DCNO for Air (Deputy Chief of Naval Operations for Air): John 

Dale Price asks for Moebus and van Deurs on his staff, 

p 597-8; van Deurs involved in advance planning, p 598-9; 

van Deurs disillusioned by what went for planning, p 600 
 

De FONEY, Dr.: staff doctor on -Halsey Staff in Espiritu Santo, 

p 427-9; p 449-50. 

DRAIM, Capt. Nicholas A.: p 338; Assistant Repair Officer5 

NAS， Norfolk, p 339; visit by van Deurs in 1942 - finds v 

situation in shops somewhat changed because of DRAIM, 

p. 345 

DUERFELDT, RADM Clifford (Dutch): Operations officer at Corpus 

Christi, p 375; p 380-1. 

EKSTROM, VADM Clarence E.: (Swede) provides transportation for 

van Deurs and Moebus to the U. S., p 445-6; p 472. 

ESPIRITU SANTO: p 404-7. 

FAHRION, ADM Frank Geo.: relieves Adm. Oldendorf - sends van 

Deurs to Sasebo and John Tom Bottom back to Nagoya, p 570. 

FELT, ADM C. D.: takes over from van Deurs as skipper of the 

USS CHENANGO, p 522. 
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FICK, RADM Harold P.: Head of Training Department, NAS Corpus 

Christi, p 372-3; p 376; goes to Pensacola as Chief of Staff 

to Intermediate Training Command, p 376-7; places restrictions 

on contingent of WAVES an NAS, Corpus Christi, 

p. 382-3; p 391. 

FIFE, ADM James: the problem with U. S. Night Bombers attack- 

ing U. S. Subs on the surface in area of Rabaul, p 424. 

FITCH, ADM Aubrey R.: ComAir South Pacific under Halsey - 

asks for van Deurs on his staff， p 400-2; p 405; p 417, 

p 419; moves his staff to Guadalcanal - van Deurs becomes 

his Chief of Staff, p 427; sends van Deurs to straighten 

out a base commander fracas on Vella Lavella, p 429; 

ordered back to Washington before South Pacific campaign 

is ended p 435—6; his ability to get a consensus, p 437-8; 

his routine on Guadalcanal，p 438-40; p 441; asks Moebus 

and van Deurs what assignments they want after Solomons, 

p 444; p 451;P 464; p 506; p 527. 

USS FRANKLIN - CV: Repairs in Bremerton， p 498; p 507-8. 

FRENCH FRIGATE SHOALS: Use of by U. S. patrol planes, p 348; 

p 350-1. 

GATES, The Hon. Thomas: Assistant Secretary of the Navy for 

Air, p 392-3. 

GEHRES， Captain Les: skipper of the FRANKLIN at time of 

Kamikaze attack, p 508. 

GEIGER, General Ray Stanley, USMC: Commanding First Marines 

for Assault on Okanawa, p 503,  

GREEN ISLAND: p 430-1. 
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GUADALCANAL: p 407-8; advanced base for Adm. Halsey, p 419, 

p 422; p 44; p 50l; the island revisited six months 

later, p 502-3; p 506. - 

HALMAHERA: p 481; rescue operation of pilot in Halmahera 

lagoon, p 482-3; boost in morale of pilots, p 484. 

HALSEY, Fleet Admiral Wm. P.: p 410; his attitude towards 

Munda operation, p 411, p 415; his headquarters on Noumea, 

p 419; advance headquarters on Guadalcanal, p 419; changes 

plans for naval activities in the SLOT, p 421; p 436-7; 

p 454; his personal leadership ability, p 465; visit to 

Guadalcanal while still under Japanese fire, p 466-9 

suggests that the over-all plan of the war be altered, 

p 485; room for misinterpretation of battle damage reports 

of Sherman and others out of San Bernadino Strait， p 491-2; 

p 505-6. 

INTERMEDIATE TRAINING COMMAND: included both Pensacola and 

Corpus Christi, p 376 ff. 

JAPANESE SURRENDER: U. S. precautionary positioning of Oldendorf 

Task Force outside Tokyo Bay p 560-1. 

JENNINGS, ADM Ralph E.: in command of carriers in the Medit-

erranean, p 587; p 595. 

USS JOHNSON - DD: Lost in Battle of Leyte Gulf, p 495. 

JOHNSTON ISLAND: used in war games (1939), p 355-6. 

KAMIKAZE - attacks; p 500; p 536. 

KAVIENG: combined attack on the harbor, p 425—6; p 460. 

KERAMA RETTO: p 514. 
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KESSING, RADM Oliver O. (Scrappy): Base commander at Ulithi, 

p 504; at Subic Bay, p 504-5. 

KETCHAM, VADM Dixwell; (Dixie): p 474; p 476. 

KIMMEL, RADM Husband E.: asks for additional patrol planes 

and crews, p 360; sends Bellinger and van Deurs for 

conversations with Air Force General at Port Shafter - to 

work out compromise in defense of Pearl Harbor, p 363-4; 

p 367. 

KINKAID， ADM Thomas C.: p 455; P 482; p 488-9; P 492; p 496. 

LEYTE GULF: Plan put into operation after Moratai and Halsey's 

recommendation that schedule to speeded, p 486-.9; knowl-

edge of Japanese fleet intentions, p 489; Oldendorf sent 

to meet units in Surigao Strait, p 489; engagement in San 

Bernadino Strait, p 489-92; surprise appearance of 

Japanese BB's p 492-3; P 496. 

LONGQUIST， Lt. Comdr. Ted: Repair officer at Norfolk NAS 

(1938), p 337-8; p 344. 

MAAG: p 603; van Deurs on inspection trip in Western Europe; 

p 605-6. 

MacARTHUR, General Douglas: p 455; gives a dinner for Adm 

Nimitz in Brisbane hote, p 455-8; method of obtaining news 

stories from his communiques， p 459-60; agrees to speed-up 

in invasion of Philippines, p 485-6; his insistence 

that units of 7th fleet are under his command, p. 487; 

resultant difficulties with Kinkaid to Halsey messages, 

P 487-8. 
U. S. MARINES: on Guadalcanal, p 443-4. 
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McCAIN， ADM John Sydney: 398. 

MITSCHER, ADM Marc Andrew: p 409; how he operated as Com 

Air Solomons, p 416. 

MOEBUS, VADM Lucian Ancel (Fish): Brother in law to van Deurs, 

p 397-8; goes to South Pacific as Chief of Staff to Adm 

Fitch, p 400; p 402; p 414; becomes Chief of Staff to 

Com Air Solomons, p 427-8; his quarters on Bougainville, 

p 430—2; leave in Sydney, p 441; 444; p 449; p 451; 

521-2; p 578; on staff of DCNO for Air, p 597. 

MOELLER, CMDR. Lou, CEC: Officer in charge of construction 

at NAS, Corpus Christi (1941), p 473-4. 

MONTGOMERY, VADM A. E.: Takes command of NAS, Corpus Christi, 

p 376-8; his attitude towards WAVES on the station, p 383-4; 

offers van Deur's job as Chief of Staff, p 400. 

MORATAI Operation: p 479-81; Halsey suggests the war schedule 

be speeded up as result of Moratai and bombing efforts in 

Philippiness, p 485. 

MUNDA Operation: p 4l0-12; Cora Air Solomons moves base to 

Munda, p 426; p 463. 

NAGASAKI: Conditions there when U. S. troops landed, p 56l-3. 

NAVAL AIR STATION, Corpus Chrlsti: van Deurs reports as 

Assistant Superintendent, Aviation Training (Aug. 1941), 

p 372-3; van Deurs becomes aviator consultant to the 

officer in charge of construction, p 373-4; manner in 

which practice bombing site was obtained, p 374-5; van 

Deurs becomes Superintendent of Aviation Training after 
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Fick goes to Pensacola, p 377; Corpus becomes a training 

center with satellite commands, p 377-8; statistics on 

peak training period， p 378-9; accidents in Trainings, 

p 381; WAVES comes to the Air Station, p 382-4; manner in 

which expansions were absorbed, p 387-8; story on the 

authorization of auxiliary facilities at Beaville, 

p 392-4; van Deurs leaves for the Pacific, p 400-1. 

NAVAL AIR STATION - Norfolk: June, 1938 - van Deurs becomes 

Structural Overhaul Superintendent and Test Pilot - 

p 335-346; problems with labor, p 337-342; changes in 

the station by 1942, p 345. 

U. S. NAVAL WAR COLLEGE: van Deurs ordered, there from Alameda, 

p 578-583. 

NEW GEORGIA: p 412-3. 

NIMITZ, Fleet Admiral Chester W.: guest of MacArthur at dinner, 

p 455-7; agrees with Halsey recommendation that invasion of 

Leyte Gulf be undertaken, p 485; calls Oldendorf to Guam 

conference after Hiroshima, p 538-9. 

OKINAWA: USS CHENANGO acts as escort for the First Marines - 

leaving Guadalcanal for Okinawa, p 50l;p 509; Oldendorf's 

role at Okinawa, p 534-6; Oldendorf changes flagships in 

Buckner Bay, p 540; typhoon heads for island, p 550 ff; 

results of this storm, p 554-5. 

OLDENDORF, ADM Jesse B.: in command of old BB's in Battle 

of Surigao Strait, p 489 p 492; p 496—7; van Deurs 

ordered as his Chief of Staff, p 522-3; van Deurs reports 

 

-8- 
  



 
RADM van Deurs 

to him on BB TENNESSEE, p 526-7; account of his accident at 

Ulithi, p 527-8; his calm attitude under fire, p 529; 

not an idea man, p 531;P 532; call on Spruance, p 532-3; 

nature of his command at Okinawa, p 534-5; after Okinawa 

his mission to protect U. S. minesweepers as they cleared 

China Sea to Vladivostok, p 537-8; called to Guam for 

conference after Hiroshima, p 538-9, injured by the 

torpedo explosion on BB PENNSYLVANIA, p 544; flies to 

Japan to check on prisoner of war releases, p 549~50; 

unable to return to command because of typhoon, p 550 ff; 

in command of special Task Force that stood guard outside 

Tokyo Bay during surrender ceremony, p 560-1; plans 

relaxed trip to the U. S. after landing troops in Japan, 

p 564; ordered to remain in Japan, p 564-5; p 568; ordered 

to dissolve staff In Japan， p 569-70. 

PAINTER, Comdr. Bill: (USNR): Sea Bee - on Adm. Fitch's 

Staff, p 412-3; his mission to survey possible sites 

for an air strip on New Georgia, p 413; designated as the 

officer in charge of construction on the Segi Plantation, 

p 414-16. 

PATROL SQUADRON 23: van Deurs takes command in Hawaii - March， 

1939, p 348-9; van Deurs undertakes preparations for con-

flict, p 352-6; preparations to operate from Wake Island, 

p 357; average patrol from Pearl Harbor, p 357-8; 

development of bases at Midway, Wake, Johnston and Canton, 

p 358; Adm. Richardson institutes a stepped-up program 

of reconnaissance out of Pearl Harbor, p 359-60; Kimmel 
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request for planes and crews, p 360. 

PEARL HARBOR - Defense plans: see entries under BELLINGER, 

KIMMEL, MILES BROWNING. 

PEARL HARBOR DAY: Recollections, p 385-6. 

USS PENNSYLVANIA - BB: Sails to Buckner Bay to became flagship 

of Adm. Oldendorf, p 540-1; description of the interior, 

p 541; ship torpedoed, p 542-5; account of the action， 

546; after Bremerton repairs she became a target ship 

at Bikini tests， p 547-8. 

PENSACOLA; Becomes center for Intermediate Training Command, 

P 376; p 386; p 388; p 394. 

USS PHILIPPINE SEA - CV: van Deurs takes command of her， p 583-4; 

a new air group and new department heads, p 585;training 

at Guantanamo, p 585; inspection by Adm. Bogan - p 586; 

in the Mediterranean, p 591;  p 595; wins the battle 

efficiency pennant, p 596. 

PRICE, ADM John Dale: p 549-50; p 578; becomes DCNO for Air - 

takes Moebus and van Deurs on his staff, p 597; sends van 

Deurs to London, p 602. 

USS PRINCETON: Under command of Adm. Sherman -lost in Battle 

of San Bernadino Strait, p 490-2. 

PRISONERS 0F WAR - Evacuation: Adm. Oldendorf goes to Japan 

to see about .release of prisoners of war，p 549; ships 

sent from Okinawa to embark the prisoners, p 558-9. 

RABAUL: Objective of U. S. Forces as they worked up from 

Guadalcanal, p 410; Roger Simpson's raid on the harb, 

p 425-6. 
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RADFORD, ADM Arthur: Director of Training in Washington at 

time of Pearl Harbor, p 386-7. 

RAMSEY, VADM Paul H.: with patrol squadron 23 at Pearl Harbor 

(1939), p 34-50. 

REIFSNIDER, VADM, Lawrence: commanding the amphibious forces 

enroute from Guadalcanal to Okinawa, p 502. 

RICHARDSON， ADM James Otto: attempts to step up patrol 

schedules out of Pearl Harbor, 1940-41; p 359; names 

committees to consider different aspects of defense of 

Pearl Harbor, p 361-2; p 367. 

RIDGELEY, Col. Bo: Command of battalion of Marines on the 

PHILIPPINE SEA, p 587-8; his recollections of prison 

under the Japanese, p 588-591. 

ROOSEVELT, The Hon. Franklin D.: p 367. 

ROYAL NEW ZEALAND AIRFORCE: p 433-4. 

RUSSELL ISLANDS: p 46l-3. 

USS ST. LO - CVE: Sunk In Leyte Gulf Operation, p 495, p 497. 

SAKISHIMA GUNTO:  p 513.  

SALLADA, ADM Harold B. (Slats): detail officer in Washington 

(1938), p 340, p 343-3. 

SAMPLE, RADM Wm. D.: Admiral In command of two-carrier escort 

from Guadalcanal to Okinawa, p 50l-3; p 522. 

SAN BERNADINO STRAIT: p 489-92; see also entry under Halsey. 

USS SANGAMON: flagship of Admiral Sample, p 503. 

USS SARATOGA - CV: Fish Moebus given command, p 451; p 521. 

SASEBO: van Deurs ordered to take over duties there in place 
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of Fahrion, p 571-2; p 574-5; radio station there for 

Japanese fleet communications - not a bombing target for 

U. S. Planes, p 576-7. 

SHERMAN, ADM Forrest Percival: Operations officer for Adm. 

Nimitz (1945) - on the atom bomb, p 539-40. 

SHERMAN, ADM Frederick Carl: (Ted) At San Bernadino Strait, 

p 490; his attitude towards claims of enemy losses, p 490—1; 

impression given that Japanese were defeated and heading back 

to Manila, p 490-1. 

SIMPSON, RADM Rodger Whitten: p 425-6. 

SOLOMON ISLANDS: Operations in the islands, p 400 ff; June 

1944 decision made to close the operation, p 444. 

SPECHT, RADM Wm, C.: in command of PT boats operating from 

Florida Island， p 422. 

SPRAGUE， ADM Thomas L.: In command of carrier division, p 474; 

p 48l-2; p 484; p 493-4; p 501; p 609-610. 

SPRUANCE, ADM Raymond: p 470; van Deurs pays a call in midst 

of the Battle for Okinawa, p 524; joins the Admiral's 

party for mess， p 525-6; p 532; according to O1dendorf 

the stories Spruance told were intended to convey his 

orders, p 533; p 564-5; p 569; President of the Naval War 

College, p 579-80; p 582; his comments on Midway, p 583. 

STREET, Colonel: Air Force officer on planning committee with 

Miles Browning for defense of Pearl Harbor, p 362-3. 

SYDNEY, Australia: R and R in Sydney, p 442. 
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USS TENNESSEE - BB: flagship of O1dendorf - van Deurs reports, 

p 526-7; p 534; p 536; part of Oldendorf's Task Force to 

guard mine sweepers in China Sea, p 537; Oldendorf changes 

flagship in Buckner Bay， p 540; Oldendorf moves his flag 

back to TENNESSEE after the PENNSYLVANIA was torpedoed, 

p 547; Oldendorf goes up to Japan on prisoner of war 

mission - leaves command with Chief of Staff, p 549-50; 

typhoon warning p 550 ff; van Deurs takes fleet out of 

harbor to escape storm, p 553 ff; p 563-4. 

TOKYO: condition of city when U. S. troops entered, p 566. 

TOMLINSON, 'Indian Joe': Chief of Staff to Chief of Primary 

Training in Kansas City, p 387. 

TOWERS, ADM John Henry: Assists van Deurs to leave NAS, 

Norfolk for assignment in Honolulu, p 343; sends van Deurs 

to Corpus Christi - duty as Assistant Superintendent of 

Aviation Training, p 371; takes over from Adm. Spruance, 

p 569; p 570-1; p 578. 

TROOP LANDINGS — Japan: after the surrender, p 560-3; p 568-9; 

in Kagoshima, p 573. 

TURNER, ADM R. Kelly: notes, on his planning methods, p 509-11. 

TYPHOON: approaches Okinawa, p 550-3; most fleet units get 

out of Buckner Bay into the China Sea to ride out storm, 

554; the story of the U. S. Coast Guard patrol boat, 559-60; 

second typhoon, p 564. 

ULITHI: p 504; assembly point for assault on Okinawa， p 507. 

van Deurs, RADM George: falls victim of malaria on Espiritu 

Santo， p 427-8; promoted to Commodore when he reports to 

-13- 



RADM van Deurs 

Admiral Oldendorf, p 5.27; re-named as Commodore when he  

takes over command of naval base at Sasebo, p 571-5. 

WALDRON, COMDR. John Charles: Assistant in Air Plot on CV 

SARATOGA - convinced of the effectiveness of aircraft 

combat, p 369-70; led Torpedo Squadron 8 at Battle of 

Midway - lost his life， p 370. 

WAVES: At NAS， Corpus Christi, p 382-5. 
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