INDEX
Volume I1I
Reminiscences of

Admiral John S. Thach, USN (Ret.)



ABHAU, Captain Conrad: p. 676;
AEW (E-2A) Aircraft (Airborne early warning), p. 792-3;

ASW (Anti-Submarine Warfare); exercises with USS SICILY, p. 578-9; Thach's
involvement in Atlantic, p, 686-94; some of his ideas
utilized in training exercises, p. 698-716; article on
ASW in TIME Magazine for Sept. 1, 1958, p. 716; Thach
wants assumptions changed in ASW study of Systems
Analysis, p. 789;

A-7A: (Corsair II): the contract for - LTV, p. 767-73;

ALAOUI, Monsieur Moulay Ahmed: Moroccan Minister of Industry and Adviser
to the King, p, 811 ff;

ALPHA - Task Group for ASW; see CarDiv 16; also ASW

ANDERSON, Admiral George: CNO objects to Thach's interview with NY TIMES
man on need for more ASW Forces, p. 742-4; his quarrel
with McNamara, p, 765;

ASCAC (Anti-SS Classification and Analysis Center): Thach sets up the
first unit, p. 752-6;

ASW FORCE, Pacific; Adm. Burke sends Thach to set up Force over opposition
of Admiral Hopwood, p. 720-1; p. 723; Thach establishes
an ORE (operational Readiness Evaluation) of a Task Group
accumulating data, p. 728; Thach builds an Op. Control
Center, p. 729-30-31; p. 732; Thach misquoted by NY TIMES
correspondent on need to build up AS Forces in Navy, p.
741-3; establishment of an ASCAG, p. 752-3; discussion of
merchant ship protection in time of war, p. 757-9; the
daily read-out in Pearl Harbor, p. 760;

AURAND, Vice Admiral Peter: his study on carrier costs vs planes - used by
the British with their own problems, p. 832-836;

AUSTRALIA: p. 758-9;

B-36 controversy: tossed into the middle of the fight over Unification, p,
501;

BACA BOMB: Thach gets a good look at one after the surrender, p. 475;
USS BADOENG STRAIT (CVE-116) p. 519; p. 537; p. 544; p, 564-5; p. 587;

USS BENINGTON: p. 624; Adm. Goodwin relieves Adm. Brown - takes BENINGTQN
as his flagship, p, 627 ff;

USS BORIE: p. 470;



BRADLEY, General Omar: his testimony on Unification, p. 511;
BROWN, Adm. C. R. (Cat): p. 618; p. 621;
BRUCE, The Hon. David K.: U. S. Ambassador in London, p. 804; p. 824;

BURKE, Admiral Arleigh A.: His instructions to Thach when he takes job at
WSEG, p. 667; his concern about state of ASW, p. 686; p.
688-89; p. 712; his concern for ASW capability in the
Pacific - Thach sent there to duplicate ALPHA efforts of
the Atlantic, p. 719 ff; the case involving Burke and
Secy. Johnson and the Selection Board, p. 838-9;

CANADIAN FORCES, Pacific: their cooperation with 0CA, p. 733-4;

CAR DIV 16: Thach becomes Commander with Additional title, Comdr.
Hunter/Killer Force, Atlantic Fleet, p. 686-8;

CAR DIV 17: Thach serves as Chief of Staff in 1951, p. 602-3;

CARRIER WARFARE: p. 464-6; Thach's insistence that 'man on the spot’
should be given enough leeway to perform his mission, p.
468-71;

CASSIDY, VADM John: Commander, 6th fleet, p. 618; p. 633; p. 636-8;
CHAMOUN, President - of Lebanon: p. 636;

CHOSIN RESERVOIR: First Marine Division surrounded there by Chinese
troops, p. 583;

CLARY, Adm. Bernard M.: (Chick), ComSuPac, p. 725;

CLOSE AIR SUPPORT: Tack of it in Korea - SICILY takes Marine Squadron on
board to supply, p. 531-2; U. S. Air Force not too
interested in subject -, placed great credence in big
bombers, p. 532- 3; p. 534-5; formation of the JOC (Joint
Operations Center) at Taegu, p. 535-6; flying close air
support off Inchon, p. 540-1; SICILY affords Close Air
Support to British cruisers in approaches to Inchon, p.
541; story of pilot who spotted tank repair facility near
SEOUL, p. 541-2; p. 546;

U. S. COAST GUARD: employs method of checking on merchant vessels in
Atlantic, p. 759-60;

COMNAVAIRPAC: VADM Thos. Sprague, p. 518;

COMNAVEUR: Thach reports in 1965 as Cine, p. 803 ff; Thach visits Morocco,
p, 807-22; visit to Fez, p. 813-4; Russian attempts to
infiltrate the country, p. 820-22; Thach's defense of Com
Nav Eur hdgrs. in London, p. 822 ff; Thach becomes



involved in H Bomb incident off Spanish Coast, p. 828-31;
the Royal Navy and the political struggle over the
carriers, p. 831 ff;

CORSAIR; plane used by Marine Squadron VMF-214; p. 589-90; see entries:
MARINE SQUADRON VMF-214; SICILY;

DCNO (Air): Thach comes to Washington to take this job (July 8, 1963) -
job required setting operational requirements for
aircraft, p. 765-66; the A-7A (Corsair II), p. 767-8 ff:

DeGAULLE, General Charles: p. 803-, p. 816;

DENFELD, Adm. Louis: p. 497;

DOOLITTLE, Gen. Jimmy: his speech on unification, p. 502; p. 511;
DYER, VADM George: p. 590; p. 597;

EIGHTH ARMY: SICILY flies missions for the 8th Army, p. 587 ff; Thach's
comments on close air support, p. 587-8;

ENTHOVEN, Dr. Alain: head of Systems Analysis Division, DOD, p. 789-90;
EWEN, VADM Edward C.: in command fast carriers off Korea, p. b61-2;

FAIRBANKS, Douglas Jr.: Captain in the Naval Reserve called to active duty
to assist Thach in London, p. 848-49;

FAR EAST AIR FORCE (Gen. Stratemeyer) wanted operational control of all
aircraft in Korean theatre, p. 534-5;

FAY, The Hon. Paul B.(Red.) Asst. Secretary of the Navy - enthusiastic
about getting younger men selected for Admiral, p. 842;
p. 846;

FELDMAN, The Hon. George: U. S. Ambassador to Malta, p. 824-6;

FELT, Admiral C. Don: CincPac - calls meeting of Hopwood and Thach on ASW
in the Pacific, p. 724, p. 733; p. 737-8;

FLOBERG, Jack: Asst. Secretary of Navy for Air - Thach becomes his naval
aide (Dec. 1951), p. 603 ff; takes a short course at
Pensacola. flies his own plane, p. 612-4;

USS FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT: Thach gets command (1953), p. 616 ff; Jjoins the
6th Fleet, p. 618 ff; account of collision with tanker -
result of Thach's actions in this emergency he gets a
"well done" from Adm. Cassidy, p. 630 ff; problems
created by too early announcement of her scheduled refit
in Bremerton, p. 639 ff; Thach arranges calls in Latin
American ports enroute to Bremerton, p. 642-660.



FUBINI, Dr. James; Navy scientist with specialty in electronics, p. 796-7;
GATES, The Hon. Thomas: Sec Def, p. 709.10;

GOODWIN, VADM Hugh H.: relieves Adm. Brown as C.0. CarDiv, 6th fleet, p.
627; p. 630; witnesses the collision of USS FDR and
tanker, p. 631 ff;

GUAM: point of call for Thach in SICILY to offload planes, p. 526; p.
528.9; p. 578;

HALSEY, FI. Adm. Wm.: p. 471; p. 464; "shoot them down in a friendly
fashion", p. 476;

HIROHITO - Emperor of Japan: p. 473-4;

HOKKAIDQO, Japan: p. 462; another example of use of weather in operations
against enemy, p. 462-3; p. 469;

HOPWOOD, Admiral Herbert G.: Cine US Pac Fit, p. 719; not in favor of a
separate Command for ASW Force, Pac., p. 720; p. 722-23;

HUNGNAM, Korea: p. 579-81; p. 583; p. 587;

INCHON LANDING: p. 552 ff; p. 557-8; enemy use of tanks, p. 5b7;
techniques used against them, p. 558-9; p. 562-3; p. 567/-
8;

JAPANESE NAVY - Cooperation: p. 744-6;
JCS (Joint Chiefs of Staff): WSEG works largely for the JCS, p. 667 ff;

JOHNSON, The Hon. Louis: Secretary of Defense - this role in Unification
fight, p. 496-7; p. 515;

JOY, ADM. Chas. Turner: ComNavFe (1950), p. 531; Thach receives briefing
at headquarters, p. 531-2; p. 538;

KAMIKAZE: p. 472;
KENITRA: site of U. S. Naval station in Morocco, p. 808; p. 816;

KISSINGER, The Hon. Henry: Thach*s contacts with him on the Foreign
Relations Council, p. 851 ff; Thach's disagreement with
him over the Kissinger proposal for only two services - a
strategic force and a tactical force, p. 852 ff.

KOREA: invasion of South Korea (June 25, 1950), p. 515; Thach outlines
reasons why invasion of north became inevitable, p. 516-
7; return of Seoul to South Koreans, p. 563-6; p. 531 ff;
See also entries under: CLOSE AIR SUPPORT: EIGHTH ARMY:
HUNGNAM: INCHON LANDING: MARINE SQUADRON VMF 214; SICILY:



WONSAN.
KORTH, The Hon. Fred: Secretary of the Navy, p. 783%4;

LeMAY, General Curtis: his testimony that the Strategic Air Command could
fly over the enemy radar - navy refutes that in
testimony, p. 510-11;

LEMNITZER, Gen, Lyman: p. 803, p. 823-24; p. 837-8;

LISCHEID, Lt. Col. Walt: Squadron Commander - VMF-214, killed near Kimpo
Airport in Korea, p. 560;

LONGSTRETH, Thacher: p. 475;
LUCE, Admiral Sir David: First Sea Lord, p. 831; p. 835;

MacARTHUR, General Douglas: Thach‘s reaction to his speech on the BB
MISSOURI, p. 474-5; p. 515-16; p. 563; imperturbable
during dangerous ceremony in Seoul, p. 565-6; p. 575-6;

MALTA: Maltese politics and the rise of Dorn Mintoff, p. 824 ff; Thach
visits Malta, p. 825;

MARINE SQUADRON VMF-214 (Black Sheep Squadron), p. 531 ff; joins the
SICILY at Kobe, p. 537-8; close action support off
Inchon, p. 540 ff; members acted as air controllers for
marines in front lines - rotating back to SICILY, p. 544;
p. 547-50; their exploits, p. 558-60: p. 576-7; sudden
order to re-embark SICILY at Hungnam, p. 579-80; the
"ambush busters", p. 584- 5;

MATTHEWS, The Hon. Francis P.: Secretary of the Navy - his role in
unification fight, p. 496;

McCAIN, VADM John S.: p. 464; p. 475; relieved by Adm. Towers after the
Japanese surrender, p. 475; McCain's reaction to the
surrender, p. 481-2; his sudden death, p. 483-4; p. 504;

MCCLELLAND, Senator John Little: (Arkansas) - Chairman, Senate Permanent
Sub-Committee on Investigations, p. 782-3;

MCDONALD, The Hon. David L.: CNO, p. 786; p. 799; p. 832;

McNAMARA, The Hon. Robert S.: "McNamara's War’ and the WSEG study on
lTimited war, p. 674; his cost effectiveness policy - and
how it did not work, p, 763-5; the TFX, p. 773-7; Thach’s
judgment on him, p. 780-1; p. 785-7; Budgetary
legerdemain, p. 791; p. 832-3;-p. 835-6;

MERCHANT SHIPPING; protection of in Pacific in wartime, p. 758-9; Coast
Guard system (AMVERS) in Atlantic, p. 759-60;



MEZIANE, General Mohamed: Moroccan Minister of Defense, p. 808; p. 811;

USS MIDWAY: flagship of Car Div Commander, 6th Fleet (1953), p. 618;
competition between the MIDWAY and the FDR - p. 622;

USS MISSOURI; Thach present with Adm. McCain at the surrender ceremony, p,
474 ff.

MQNCRIEFF, RADM Scott: C.0. of Task Group 95.1 under Adm. Dyer, p. 590; p.
597;

NAKAYAMA, Admiral (Japanese); head of Japanese Navy, p. 745-9;

N.A.S. Jacksonville: Thach becomes commanding officer - also Commander,
Naval Air Bases, 6th Naval District, p. 661; efforts to
build up Mayport as supply base, p. 661 ff;

NIMITZ, Ft. Adm. Chester: p. 464;
NITZE, The Hon. Paul: p. 784-5; p. 842-3; p. 847;

0CA (Operational Control Authority): Thach establishes system in Pacific,
p. 732 ff;

OLIVIER, Dr. Borg: Prime Minister of Malta, p. 824-6; p. 828;
OLYMPIC: code name for proposed assault on Japanese mainland, p. 467;
OUFKIR, General Mohamed: head of Moroccan army, p. 811; p. 816;

P-3: new Lockheed patrol aircraft, p. 791;

PENSACOLA: Thach reports as Director of Training, 1945, p. 486; interest
in various tests to determine flying aptitudes, p. 476-7;
Thach lists the training films he developed on an earlier
tour in Jacksonville, p. 490-1; problems with the
training pipe-line, p. 492-3;

PERON, Juan - President of Argentina: p. Thach's visit to Argentina, p.
653-4;

HM QUEEN ELIZABETH of Great Britain: p. 804-6;

RADFORD, Admiral Arthur: comes back to organize a Task Force to defend
navy interests in unification fight, p. 497; p. 501-2;
sends for Thach to hear his presentation, p. 504-5; asks
Thach to present his lecture on sea based air power to
House Armed Services Committee, p. 509; Thach calls on
him at Pearl Harbor where he was CincPac to suggest a
marine squadron for Korea to provide close air support,
p. 525-6; Chairman of JCS, p. 668-9; his advice to Thach
as he becomes member of WSEG, p. 669;



RAMSEY, Vice Admiral Paul: Deputy CincPacFl1t, p. 722-23;

RAWLINGS, Vice Adm. Sir H.B.: Royal Navy Task Force Commander, Pacific, p.
476; U. S. arrangements with British Task Force when they
joined in July 1945, p. 478-80; contributions of the
Royal Navy, p. 480; p. 503-4;

REGAN, RADM Herbert E. (Blackie): in command of CarDiv 17 - Thach becomes
his Chief of Staff, p. 601 ff;

REEVES, Adm. J. W. (Black Jack) Jr.: Chief of Naval Air Training, p. 487;
Thach becomes his special assistant - involved in
education of public on why we need naval aviation, p.
494-5; p, 502; p. 504; Reeves sends Thach around the
country with his presentation on problems of unification,
p. 505-9; p. 512; Reeves has orders of Thach to command
seaplane tender cancelled - asks that he remain another
year on staff to help in battle of unification, p. 513;

RICKQVER, Admiral Hymans p, 611;

RUBLE, VADM Richard W.; Commands CarDiv 15 with SICILY and BADOENG STRAIT,
p- 5195; p, 544; p, 5525 p, 562; p, H64-5;

SAMEJIMA, Admiral: p. 749-50;
SCHOECH, Capt. Wm. A.s relieves Thach as skipper of SICILY, p. 599;

SELECTION BOARDS; Thach serves for the 5th time, p. 837-8; his remarks on
the Selection Board System, p, 838-40; the question of
younger selectees, p. 842-3;

SEVENTH FLEET; at outbreak of Korean War fleet composed of VALLEY FORGE,
one cruiser and eight DD’s, p. 518; p. 531;

SEVERSKY, Alexander P. Advocated elimination of ships because of
vulnerability to air, p. 498; p. 502; p. 510;

USS SICILY; Thach takes command in San Diego - outbreak of Korean War
(June 25, -B50),p,514-5; becomes part of Car Div under
RADM Rubfe,p.519; a happy ship, p. 519; sails from San
Diego - first time Thach had handled a ship since he
qualified as top watch officer in 1936, p. 521; the
journey to Western Pacific, p. 521 ff; a good sonar, p,
524; instructed by Adm. Radford to proceed to Yokosuka
and pick up marine squadron VMF-214 instructed by Adm.
Radford to proceed to Yokosuka and pick up marine
squadron VMF-214 (Black Sheep Squadron) to provide close
air support for troops, p. 531 ff; loads at Kobe, p. 537-
8; emergency departure, p. 539-40; flexibility Of Thach's
orders, p. 540; SICILY and BADOENG STRAIT ordered to drop



napalm on Walmi-do (Sept. 10), p, 552; her encounter with
typhoon, p. 553-4; p. 561-3; p. 567-70; use of the pin
wheel, p. 571-2 operation of SICILY after Inchon, p. 575-
6; off loads the marine squadron at Wonson, p. 575-6;
picks up ASW squadron on Guam and returns to Japanese
waters, p. 578-9; ordered to offload ASW squadron at
Yokosuka - reimbark marine squadron at Hungnam to Inchon
area - missions for the 8th Army, p. 587; p. 589; new
squadron assigned after her refit in the U.S., p. 589-90;

Task Group 95.1 - a United Nations Force, p. 590-1; attempts to recover
damaged MIG near the communist Tine, p. 593 ff; Capt.
Schoech relieves Thach as skipper, p. 599;

SIDES, Admiral John H. (Saavy); succeeds Admiral Hopwood as CincPacFlt -
gives Thach full authority to set up ASW Force, Pac., p.
727-8; p. 737; p. 743;

SPAIN; The H Bomb incident off the Spanish Coast, p. 828 ff;
STRUBLE, Admiral Arthur D.; p, 534-5; p. 556;

SUBMARINES: presence of Soviet and Chinese SSs in Far Eastern Waters
during Korean war, p. 579-80;

TASCA, The Hon. Henry J.: U. S. Ambassador to Morocco, p. 809 ff;

TASK FORCE: name of Hollywood movie about a fast Task Force carrier
command, p. 486-7;

TEX(F-111): p. 764; p. 773-5; McNamara admits to Senate Armed Forces
Committee that both Navy and Air Force state the plane is
not feasible, p. 777; McNamara makes his position clear,
p. 778-9; McNamara's refusal to credit the WSEG studies,
p. 780; conclusions of Senate Permanent Subcommittee on
Investigations, p. 781-2; p. 783 ff; Grumman suggests
revisions, p. 788; McNamara goes to London and convinces
British they should buy F-111s, p. 835-6; British
minister of the Navy and First Sea Lord resign when
decision is made to cut funds for carriers, p. 837;

THACH, Adm. John S.: his promotion as Captain, p. 500; his problems with
an ulcer, p. 617; Mrs. Thach comes to the Mediterranean
while he is skipper of the FDR, p. 624; puts his son in
Swiss School, p. 626-7; responds to Brazilian admiral in
Rio with speech in Portuguese, p. 645-6; his selection to
flag rank, p. 666. His service for fifth time on
Selection Board, p. 837-8; his remarks about Selection
Boards, p. 828; retirement ceremony in London (May 1,
1967), p. 849-50; serves as consultant for Lockheed, p.
851;



HMS THESEUS (CV): p. 587; p. 589;
TOWERS, Adm. John H.: p. 475;

UNIFICATION: efforts of newly formed Air Force to incorporate naval
aviation, p. 495-6; p. 497-500; suggestion that Naval
Aviation be part of Air Force while carriers remain part
of navy - Thach's illustration of British Fleet Air Arm
and the Royal Navy, p. 503-4; Radford asks Thach to
present his educational briefing on sea based air power
to House Armed Services Committee, p. 509; Thach's point
that aircraft have to be organic to the service involved,
p. 512;

URUGUAY: Thach's visit in FDR, p. 646 ff;

USS VALLEY FORGE: flagship of Thach and the ALPHA Task Force, p. 707;

VINSON, The Hon. Carl: p. 771;

VLADIVOSTOK: p. 746;

WALMI-DO, Korea: Ruble Task Force ordered to drop napalm on Walmi-do in
preparation for landing on September 15 at Inchon, p.
552;

WONSAN: SICILY puts in at Wonsan to offload Marine Squadron, p. 575-6;

WRIGHT, Admiral Jerauld: Cine, Atlantic, p. 708-9;

WSEG: (Weapons System Evaluation Group) Thach becomes Navy member, p. 666
ff; comments on their study of a limited war, p, 673 ff;
method for review of studies underway, p. 677-8; value of

WSEG, p. 683-4; makes two studies of the TFX, p. 780; p.
789;



