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A4D Skyhawk 
Operated in support of the Bay of Pigs invasion in April 1961, 8-9, 22 

Bay of Pigs, Cuba 
Preparations on board the destroyer Eaton (DDE-510) for support of a planned invasion at the 
Bay of Pigs in April 1961, 3-8; support role of commercial ships, 4-8, 10-11, 26-27; invasion 
on 17 April, 8-11; planned air support by U.S. aircraft was not permitted, 9-10, 22-23; rescue 
of survivors who made their way offshore, 11-12; the Eaton sent two officers ashore in a boat 
to rescue Cuban survivors, 12-17; the Eaton was bracketed by gunfire from shore when she 
entered the Bay of Pigs at night, 18-19; relationship between the Bay of Pigs invasion of 1961 
and the Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962, 24-25; political aspects of the operation, 25-26; 
souvenirs of, 28-29 

Castro, Fidel 
Cuban prime minister during the ill-fated Bay of Pigs invasion in April 1961, 11, 14, 25, 26 

See also Bay of Pigs, Cuba 

Central Intelligence Agency 
Agent Grayston Lynch took part in the ill-fated Bay of Pigs invasion in April 1961, 7, 12, 14-
15, 18; a suspected agent was taken aboard the destroyer Eaton (DDE-510) in a straitjacket, 
17; CIA men were reported to have blown up a refinery at Santiago, Cuba, as part of the 
operation, 21 

See also Bay of Pigs, Cuba 

Classified Information 
Following the ill-fated Bay of Pigs invasion in April 1961, the commodore of Destroyer 
Division 282 told the crewmen of the destroyer Eaton (DDE-510) not to discuss what they 
had just seen, 20 

Commercial Ships 
Ships loaded with Cuban troops participated in the ill-fated invasion of the Bay of Pigs, Cuba, 
in April 1961, 4-8, 10-11, 26-27 

Crutchfield, Captain Robert R., USN 
Served as commodore of Destroyer Division 282 during the Bay of Pigs invasion in April 
1961, 3-7, 9-10, 12-13, 17, 19-21, 27-28 

Cuba 
See Bay of Pigs, Cuba; Cuban Missile Crisis 
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Cuban Missile Crisis  

Relationship between the Bay of Pigs invasion of 1961 and the Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962, 
24-25 

 
Eaton, USS (DDE-510)  

Antisubmarine training exercises in the early 1960s, 2-3; preparations for participation in the 
Bay of Pigs invasion in April 1961, 3-7; operated in range of merchant ships while 
approaching Cuba, 4-8; surgery performed in the wardroom on Cubans who had been 
accidentally shot, 5-6; operations off the coast of Cuba during the invasion, 8-12; dispatched 
Smoot and another junior officer to go ashore in Cuba to rescue Cuban survivors, 12-17; came 
under fire while in the Bay of Pigs at night, 18-19; the commodore of Destroyer Division 282 
told the ship's crewmen that what they had just seen was classified and should not be 
discussed, 20; reaction of the crew when the invasion failed, 23-24 

 
Essex, USS (CVS-9)  

Operated in support of the Bay of Pigs invasion in April 1961, 8 
 
Guatemala  

Role in support of the ill-fated Bay of Pigs invasion in April 1961, 5, 7-9, 21, 23 
 
Kauffman, Lieutenant (j.g.) Richard, USN  

While serving in the destroyer Eaton (DDE-510) during the Bay of Pigs invasion in April 
1961, was detailed to go ashore in Cuba and look for Cuban survivors from the invasion, 12-
17, 28-29 

 
Lynch, Grayston  

CIA agent who took part in the ill-fated Bay of Pigs invasion in April 1961, 7, 12, 14-15, 18 
 
Medical Problems  

Surgery was performed in the wardroom of the destroyer Eaton (DDE-510) on Cubans who 
had been accidentally shot while practicing for the planned invasion of the Bay of Pigs, Cuba 
in April 1961, 5-6, 26 

 
Murray, USS (DDE-576)  

Operated in support of the Bay of Pigs invasion in April 1961, 2, 8, 10-12, 20 
 
Perkins, Commander Peter R., USN (USNA, 1945)  

Served as commanding officer of the destroyer Eaton (DDE-510) during the Bay of Pigs 
invasion in April 1961, 3, 5, 19-20 

 
Rescue on Land  

The destroyer Eaton (DDE-510) sent two officers ashore in a boat to rescue Cuban survivors 
of the ill-fated Bay of Pigs invasion in April 1961, 12-17 

 
Smoot, William T.  
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Overall summary of his naval service, 1; duty as a crew member of the destroyer Eaton (DDE-
510) during the Bay of Pigs invasion in April 1961, 1-29 

 
Underwater Demolition Teams  

Cuban UDTs supported the ill-fated Bay of Pigs invasion in April 1961, 7-8, 12, 20-22, 25 
 
 


