
Index to 

Series of Taped Interviews 

with 

the Honorable Colgate W. Darden, Jr.



1 

 

Aircraft Maintenance 
Performed between naval training flights in 1918, pp. 12, 15. 

Airships 
Item of concern for House Naval Affairs Committee in 1930s, pp. 53-54. 

Alcohol 
Repeal of Prohibition in 1933 did not affect U.S. Navy, pp. 54-55. 

Aviation 
See: Marine Corps Aviation; Naval Aviation. 

Churchill, Winston 
British Prime Minister who thrilled audiences with his speeches 
during World War II, pp. 70-71. 

Congress 
See: Naval Affairs Committee. 

Cunningham, Alfred A., Major, USMC 
Marine Corps aviator in World War I, pp. 16, 25. 

Darden, Colgate W., Jr. 
Enlisted in French Army in 1916 and served in France, where he got 
bronchial infection, pp. 1-6; sense of idealism about U.S. war effort, 
pp. 4-6; received naval aviation training in 1917-1918 after return from 
France, pp. 6-15, 18; transferred to Marine Corps in 1918 and served 
with aviation contingent in France, pp. 16-30; Darden injured in 
spectacular aircraft accident in October 1918 and took some months to 
recover, pp. 30-36; as member of House Naval Affairs Committee in 1930s 
and early 1940s, pp. 37-79. 

Depression 
Effects of in the United States in 1930s, pp. 40-42. 

Destroyers 
See: Great Britain. 

DH-4 
Fighter-bomber aircraft flown by Marine Corps in World War I, 
pp. 22-24, 30-32. 

Dirksen, Everett M. 
U.S. Representative who resigned his seat because of eye problems, pp. 
65-66. 

Disarmament 
Effect on U.S. Navy in 1930s, pp. 39, 43-46, 60, 76-77. See also: 
Isolationism.
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Food 
Quality of for U.S. naval aviation students in 1918, pp. 10-11. 

Florida 
Naval aviation training at various sites in the state during World War 
I, pp. 9-15, 18; Marine Corps aviation training during World War I, pp. 
16-23, 33-34. 

France 
Darden enlisted in French Army in 1916 and served in France, pp. 1-6; 
Northern Bombing Group of U.S. fliers operated near Calais in 1918, pp. 
24-35. 

Geiger, Roy S., Major, USMC 
Commander of a Marine Corps squadron in the Northern Bombing Group in 
France during World War I, pp. 25-26. 

Germany 
German Air Force operations over France in 1918, pp. 28-29; U.S. 
intelligence estimates of German military and naval strength prior to 
U.S. entry into World War II, pp. 47-49, 72. 

Great Britain 
Darden recuperated in London after aircraft accident in 1918, pp. 35-
36; President Franklin D. Roosevelt traded old U.S. destroyers to 
British in 1940, pp. 70-71, 74-75. 

Guam 
U.S. attempts to fortify in 1930s, pp. 43-45. 

Gunnery 
Aerial gunnery training in Florida during World War I, pp. 20-23. 

H-16 
Large Navy flying boat considered hazardous to fly in World War I, pp. 
17-18. 

House of Representatives 
See: Dirksen, Everett M.; Maas, Melvin J.; Marcantonio, Vito; Naval 
Affairs Committee; Rankin, Jeannette; Vinson, Carl. 

Ickes, Harold L. 
Secretary of Interior whose department helped fund U.S. shipbuilding 
program in 1930s, p. 59. 

Intelligence 
Estimates of German capabilities prior to U.S. entry into World War II, 
pp. 47-49. 
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Isolationism 
Attempts to keep the United States from getting involved in the 
international scene in the 1930s, pp. 63-65, 69-70, 73, 76-77. 

Japan 
U.S. attempts to avoid provoking Japan before World War II, even though 
it was likely enemy, pp. 43-46, 66-67. 

JN-4 
Land biplane flown by the Marine Corps in World War I, p. 19. 

Lighter-than-air Craft 
See: Airships. 

Liquor 
See: Alcohol. 

London 
See: Great Britain. 

Maas, Melvin J. 
U.S. Representative who strongly supported Navy in the years leading up 
to World War II, p. 52. 

Maintenance 
See: Aircraft maintenance. 

Marcantonio, Vito 
U.S. Representative who had isolationist stance until Germany invaded 
Russia in 1941, pp. 63-64. 

Marine Corps Aviation 
Darden transferred to Marine Corps in 1918 for training and then served 
with Northern Bombing Group in France, pp. 16-35. 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
Site of naval aviation ground school training during World War I, pp. 
7-9. 

N-9 
U.S. naval aircraft used for training in 1918, pp. 12-13. 

Naval Academy, U.S. 
Some midshipmen graduated but not commissioned because of Depression in 
1930s, later recalled, pp. 41-42, 59; Darden as member of board of 
visitors examining curriculum in 1930s, pp. 67-68. 
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Naval Affairs Committee, House of Representatives 
Activities of in 1930s and early 1940s, pp. 37-79. 

Naval Aviation 
Darden received training at MIT ground school in 1917, PP. 7-9; training 
at various sites in Florida in 1918, pp. 9-15; supported by Congress in 
1930s, p. 61. 

Nimitz, Chester W., Rear Admiral, USN (USNA, 1905) 
Impressive witness when testifying before Congress as Chief of the Bureau 
of Navigation just prior to World War II, pp. 77-79. 

Northern Bombing Group 
U.S. Navy-Marine Corps flying contingent in France during World War I, 
pp. 24-35. 

Prohibition 
See: Alcohol. 

Rankin, Jeannette 
U.S. Representative with deep isolationist sentiments in both World Wars, 
pp. 64-65. 

Roosevelt, Franklin D. 
President in 1930s and 1940s, pp. 37-41, 50, 58-59; 70-72, 74. 

Roosevelt, Henry L. 
Assessment of as Assistant Secretary of the Navy in the 1930s, p. 57. 

Seaplanes 
Used for U.S. naval aviation training in 1918, pp. 12-14, 17-18. 

Shipbuilding Program--U.S. Navy 
Size of in 1930s dictated by various considerations, pp. 39, 56-60, 73. 

Shore Stations--Naval 
U.S. facilities needed improvements in the 1930s, p. 62. 

Stark, Harold R., Admiral, USN (USNA, 1903) 
U.S. Chief of Naval Operations whom Darden feels was done an injustice 
after the attack on Pearl Harbor, p. 50. 

Submarines 
U.S. intelligence overestimated capability of German U-boat force prior 
to World War II, pp. 47-48. 

Talbot, Ralph, Second Lieutenant, USMCR 
Medal of Honor winner killed in spectacular aircraft accident in France 
in October 1918, pp. 30-33.
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Thomas Scout 
U.S. aircraft used in World War I training, p. 19 

Training 
Naval aviation instruction in Massachusetts and Florida in 1917-1918 
pp. 7-15, 18, 33-34; Marine Corps aviation training in Florida in 1918, 
pp. 16-23. 

Vinson, Carl 
U.S. Representative who headed House Naval Affairs Committee in 1930s 
and 1940s, pp. 46, 51-52, 60-61, 73-74. 

World War I 
Darden enlisted in French Army in 1916 and served in France, pp. 1-6, 
naval aviation training in United States during war, pp. 7-15; Marine 
Corps aviation during the war, pp. 16-36. 

World War II 
See: Germany; Great Britain; Stark, Harold R. 
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