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Tom Wilkerson is the chief executive officer of the United States Naval Institute (USNI – www.usni.org), one of the oldest professional military associations in the United States.  For more than 135 years, USNI – with 55,000 members worldwide – has nurtured creative thinkers who responsibly raise their voices on matters relating to national defense.
Prior to accepting the CEO post in 2003, Wilkerson was executive vice president of a subsidiary to a major publishing conglomerate with a focus on training first responders.  Before that, he was CEO/president of a subsidiary to a Fortune 250 financial-services corporation.
Tom Wilkerson’s military career spanned 31 years from graduation with the U.S. Naval Academy Class of 1967 to service as a Marine Corps Fighter/Attack Aviator, and finally to senior leadership as a Major General of Marines.  Along the way he was a U. S. Naval Fighter Weapons School (Top Gun) graduate; exchange pilot with the Royal Air Force; commanding officer of Marine Corps Fighter Attack Squadron 251; and combat veteran of Operation Desert Storm.  In his last active duty assignment – as Commander, Marine Forces Reserve – Wilkerson led the largest command in the Marine Corps, with more than 100,000 Marines at 200 sites around the United States.
Possessing a deep and commanding knowledge of national defense issues, General Wilkerson can speak with credibility on the full range of defense-related topics.  He has appeared as a commentator on NBC’s Meet the Press, CNN, National Public Radio, Fox News Channel and the BBC.  The general has addressed a wide range of audiences, from the Harvard Club of New York to the National War College, on topics ranging from national security policy to democratic values and the responsibilities of citizenship.  He has additionally been a speaker, moderator and panelist at many national conferences.

General Wilkerson is a member of the Society of the Cincinnati and the Council on Foreign Relations.
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