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ADAK - Aleutian Islands: Merdinger goes there to command the
124th Seabee unit and to serve as Public Works officer, p
135 ff; caliber of the working force, p 137; problems
involved iIn organizing and improving the force and
operations, p 140-1; consolidation and centralization of
buildings, p 141-2; entertainment, p 142-3; athletics, p
143-4; personal reactions and recommendations, p 145-7;
expense of maintaining the base, p 147-9.

USS ALABAMA: Merdinger transfers to ship building at Norfolk, p
56; installation of new control equipment for guns, p 57;
caliber of new recruits, p 58-59; preliminary training, p
60; equipped with radar, p 61; near collision off New-
foundland, p 61-2; discipline on board ship, p 64-67; to
Scapa Flow with British Home Fleet, p 71-2; the Murmansk
run, p 72; fake invasion of Norway, p 73-4; to the South
Pacific, (mid 1943), p 74-5; comradery with Royal Navy at
Saipan, p 76-7; performance of her 16 inch guns, p 80.

ATOMIC BLAST SIMULATOR: A prototype design made at Pt. Hueneme,
p 167.

AURAND, VADM Evan Peter (Pete): Calls Merdinger back to
Washington to talk with General Eisenhower about possible
appointment as President of Eisenhower College, p 275.

BUREAU OF YARDS AND DOCKS: Merdinger given assignment there
after return from Oxford University, p 126; as program
coordinator - illustration of his work, p 126-7.

CAMP TIEN SHA: A Navy Cantonment in the Danang area, p 258; Navy
Public Works provide the water supply, p 258, 265.

CIVIL ENGINEER CORPS: see entries under RENSSELAER POLYTECHNIC
INSTITUTE. After two years at RPI Merdinger inducted into
the Corps, p 91.

CIVIL ENGINEERING THROUGH THE AGES: title of book written by
Merdinger at Oxford and published in 1963, p 117; how its
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chapters appeared initially, p 128-129.

DANAG, Vietnam: Merdinger in charge of Public Works Department
in 1967-8, p 252 ff; concern with real estate acquisitions,
255, 263-5; attack on the base (1967), p 256; Public Works
becomes involved with new construction, p 258; diversified
nature of workers, p 259; efforts at training for relief, p
259; success of training, p 261-2, p 265; employment in the
base and graft among Vietnamese, p 266; no noticeable
supply of drugs apparent, p 268; high morale of the
Seabees, p 269; clarification of chain of command from
Danang through Saigon to Pearl Harbor - and through the
Marine commands in Vietnam, p 273; Merdinger makes trip to
Pearl Harbor to ask for additional personnel, p 274-5; tour
of duty ends 1in March, 1968, p 278-9.

DAVISVILLE, R.I.: Navy establishes school to deal with practical
problems of the Civil Engineering Corps, p 92; now at Port
Hueneme, p 93-4.

DECK OFFICER: Duties of contrasted in North Atlantic and South
Pacific, p 81.

DIETRICH, RADM Neil K.: Executive on the Alabama at the time of
her commissioning, p 60, 64-5.

EADES, Capt. James: p 103.

EISENHOWER, Gen. Dwight D.: Calls Merdinger to visit him in
Gettysburg, Pa. - discuss possibility of presidency of the
new Eisenhower College, p 275.

ENTHOVEN, Dr. Alain: p 234-6.

FARFAN, Panama Canal Zone: p 95-96.

FIFTEENTH NAVAL DISTRICT HEADQUARTERS - PANAMA: Merdinger
becomes the base maintenance officer, p 94; also resident
officer iIn charge of construction - roads and houses at
Farfan, p 95; contracts, discrimination, p 98-103.

FORRESTAL, The Hon. James: acts to get Navy permission
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established for Rhodes Scholarship applicants, p 106-7.

HARLEM GLOBETROTTERS: p 133-4.

HISTORIOGRAPHY: Course at the Naval Academy for which Merdinger
served as co-teacher, p 199, 202.

HOOPER, VADM Edwin B.: Commander, Service Force, Pearl Harbor
(1968), p 273, 280.

KIMMEL, RADM Husband E.: p 48-50.

MARINE CORPS 1: Vietnam: p 252 ff; p 257-8, p 261.

McCANN, Kevin: Assistant to General Eisenhower, p 275, 277.

MCGRATH, Dr. Earl J.: Accompanies Merdinger to Seneca Palls, New
York to visit site of Eisenhower College, p 276.

MERDINGER, Captain Charles J.: Personal history, p 1-4;
selection for Naval Academy, p 4-7; marriage, p 89; birth
of first daughter in Panama, p 103; wins a Rhodes scholar-
ship, p 103; suggestions made that he seek a scholastic
career after the Navy, p 222-4; personal reactions to a
year of duty in Danang (1967-8), p 269; called to
Washington for conversation with General Eisenhower about
Eisenhower College, p 275-6; retirement from the Navy (Aug.
1, 1970), p 296.

MILLS, Capt. Gloom: skipper of the NAS at Miramar, p 158-160.

MIRAMAR - Naval Air Station: Merdinger transferred to air
station from Adak, p 150; station just commissioned as a
full-fledged station, p 151; master jet station, p 152-3;
problems in securing land, meeting objections, etc., p 153-
4; rapid refueling of planes, p 155; planning for jet
runways, p 156; consultation in Washington, p 156-7;
building a dog house, p 158-164.

MOREELL, Adm. Ben.: p 226.

NABESHIMA, VADM Baron: Japanese Senior Staff Advisor to
Merdinger at Yokosuka; p 177-8; characteristics of the

Japanese worker, p 178, 180; his views on the background to
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Japanese involvement in WW 11, p 180-182.
NAGAGAWA, VADM. Head of the maintenance shop, Yokosuka, p 179-
180.

NAURU: Alabama bombards island in connection with Tawara
landings, p 78-80.

U. S. NAVAL ACADEMY: entrance and comments on the course of
study, p 6-7 ff; training for leadership, p 9-10;
athletics, p 10-12; cruises, p 13-15, 18-20; career appeal
of the Navy, p 17-18; pride in being regular navy, p 21;
comments on Importance of class standing, p 23-26;
disinclination for aviation, p 27; Merdinger returns as
head of the English, History and government department, p
197 ff; change in course emphasis, p 203-5; trend to
specialization, p 205-6; discussion of faculty, p 208-9; p
219-220; The Academic Board, p 212-3; Public Speaking
classes, p 213-4; disciplined education in a military set-
up vs the freedom in a private institution of learning, p
214-6; citation of statistical table on Naval Academy men
doing graduate work at MIT, p 217-8; faculty selection, p
220-222.

U. S. NAVAL ACADEMY - Foreign Affairs Conference: Merdinger
acted as Chairman during his stay at the Academy, p 199-
201.

NAVAL FACILITIES ENGINEERING COMMAND: Merdinger becomes
Assistant Commander for Maintenance and Operations, p 225;
the administrative set-up and the duties, p 227-231; cost
analysis p 232-3; p 236-7; the single executive idea, p
238-9;

Merdinger writes a detailed report on his work at Danang, p 272;
Merdinger (1968) becomes Commanding Officer, Western
Division, at San Bruno, Cal. p 28I.

U. S. Naval Reserves: comments on, p 21-2.
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NAVAL REVIEW: Merdinger wrote an article (1970) entitled,
“Seabees, Civil Engineers and Bases in Vietnam,” p 272.

NAVAL SUPPORT ACTIVITY COMMAND: Evolution of this command in
Viet Nam, p 253-5.

USS NEVADA: Merdinger®s first duty after graduation (Feb. 1941),
p 28-30; discussion of pre-WWIl philosophy as it pertained
to the battleship, p 30-31; duties on Nevada in days
immediately preceding Pearl Harbor attack, p 32; also - see
entry under PEARL HARBOR - Dec. 7, 1941; repairs at
Bremerton, p 50-51; Merdinger stays with Nevada until she
is taken to Bremerton, p 55-56; near grounding before she
goes into drydock, p 67; charges made by captain, p 69-71.

NIMITZ, FL. Adm. C. W.: comes aboard the Arizona to present
awards after Pearl Harbor attack, p 54.

OXFORD UNIVERSITY - England: Postgraduate work at Oxford, p 12;
see entries also under Rhodes Scholarships; p 119-120;
method of awarding degrees, p 120-1; academic environment,
p 122-126.

PARAVANES: use of on U. S. ships at Scapa Flow, p 75-6.

PEARL HARBOR - Dec. 7, 1941: story of the attack on the BB
Nevada, p 33-43; immediate reaction of junior officers to
the Japanese attack on ships and installations, p 48-49;
early recovery of order, p 52-3; hospital facilities, p 54-
5.

PHILADELPHIA PLAN: as it pertained to the construction job at
Moffett Field, p 292-3.

PHILCO-FORD contract: p 259; explanation, p 260-1.

POINT HUENEME: Naval Construction Battalion Center - Merdinger
becomes the Commanding Officer and director of the Naval
Civil Engineering Lab, p 164; formation of ice airfields,
unit at Squaw Valley, p 165; designing of atomic blast

shelters, p 166; work on designing gear for use in
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amphibious landings, p 168; desalinization of water, p 171;
awareness of similar research efforts in other places, p
171-173; comments on productivity, p 174-6.

PORT CHICAGO - San Francisco Bay Area: Navy condemns the town
property and purchases it to establish a safety zone about
the ammunition dump, p 282-3.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT - Puget Sound: p 130 ff; problems with
labor unions, p 130-133; the Jim Creek Radio Station, p
130-1; athletics, p 133; basketball coach, p 133-5;
transfer to Seabees unit at Adak, p 135.

QUA VIET: p 254; Public Works constructs a little village, p
258.

RADAR: early training in use of radar at time of Pearl Harbor
attack, p 43-44.

RENSSELAER POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE: Merdinger takes postgraduate
work in civil engineering, p 8-9, 12; joins CEC and goes to
RP1 i1n Jan. 1944, p 83 ff; war-time speed-up course, p 84,
86-9, 91, 100, 107.

RHODES SCHOLARSHIPS: history of navy attitude towards, p 103-
105; Merdinger makes application as a graduate of
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, p 107-8; special
interview arranged - for Merdinger in Bogota, Colombia, p
109-112; reaction in BuPers to Merdinger appointment, p
112-3; financial arrangements, p 114; travel, p 115-116;
Merdinger writes a history of Civil Engineering as his
dissertation, p 116-7; Oxford life, p 118-126; background
to Merdinger appointment in 1962 to head History Department
at U. S. Naval Academy, p 198.

RICKOVER, ADM Hyman George: his criticism of education at the
Naval Academy, p 198.

RMK - BRJ: Civilian engineering contract in Vietnam, p 240-1,
245.
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ROOSEVELT, President F. D.: p 49.
RUSSELL, Prank: member of Rhodes Scholar Association -
encouraged the Navy to permit participation, p 105-6.
SALLIED SHIP: illustration of an ancient technique to get a ship
off a sandbar, p 63-4.

SAN BRUNO - WESTERN DIVISION, FACILITIES ENGINEERING COMMAND:
Merdinger sent there In 1968 as Commanding Officer, p 281-
2; Port Chicago project, p 282-3; TURNKEY Operation for
building family quarters, p 284-5; consolidation of the
Western Division, p 286; extraneous duties, p 286-7;
pollution of San Francisco Bay, p 287-9; a ''smoke eater™ on
Treasure Island, p 289-290; Treasure Island construction, p
290; Budgets and contracts, p 291-2; minority workers on
construction jobs, p 292-4.

SEABEE Battalions AND TEAMS: i1n Vietnam, p 241, 243-5; p
248, p 257-8; p 269- (See also - entries under ADAK,
Aleutian Islands.)

TARAWA: 78-90.

TAYLOR, Dr. F. Sherwood: curator of Museum of History of
Science, p 118.

TEREDO (Toredo): pile eating worm - problem dealt with at the
Naval Civil Engineering Lab in Port Hueneme, p 165-, 167.

BB TIRPITZ: German Battleship in North Sea, p 72-3, 75.

TOP SECRET: comments on the side effects of such a
classification, p 43-45.

TREASURE ISLAND - San Francisco: p 290.

TURNER, VADM Stansfield: influential in getting Navy to permit
men to apply for Rhodes Scholarships, p 106.

TURNKEY OPERATION: for building family quarters in Defense
Department, p 284-5.

VIETNAM: p 239 ff. the Civil Engineer Corps, p 240 ff; training

of Vietnamese workers, p 243-3; use of Koreans, p 243.
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Joint Construction Agency - purpose to set construction
priorities throughout Vietnam, p 246; aid program, p 244-5;
use of Seabees in villages, p 244-5; hamlet program, p 248-
251; U. S. Correspondents in Vietnam, p 249-251; Washington
College: Merdinger selected as President in January 1970, p
296-7.

WHIZ KIDS: p 234-5.

YOKOSUKA: Merdinger spends three years as Public Works Officer
(1959-62), p 177 - 197; description of duties of Public
Works Department, p 182-185; problems with supplies, p 186
Tf; home defense attitudes, p 187-8; language problems, p
190-1; Japanese manners, hospitality, p 193-196.



